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Kovats Laszlo,

a rossz utra tért muzeumi segédor

LASZLO KOVATS AN ASSISTANT GUARD
OF THE MUSEUM WHO WENT ASTRAY

Heteken at egy meghokkentd esetrdl beszél-
gettek a budapestiek 1909-ben. Kovats Laszlo,
a Nemzeti Muzeum koztiszteletnek o6rvendé
segédodre ugyanis hat éven keresztiil ladaszam
lopta a mazeum felbecsiilhetetlen értéki iratait.

Furfangos ember volt, ugyanis a kicsempészett ira-
tokat — ket kozvetit6 bevonasaval — késdbb meg-
vételre ajanlotta a Nemzeti Muzeumnak, amely
termeészetesen lecsapott a kiilonleges példanyokra.
Foleg, hogy a vételrol is Kovats segédoér dontott...

Pedig mindenki becsiiletes embernek ismerte
amagas, szikar, széke haji harmincas férfit, aki mar
régota dogozott a mizeumban. Foleg az1848-49-es
forradalom anyagat rendezte és kutatta, igy Kossuth
Lajos és Gorgey Artar hagyatékat is 6 dolgozta fel.
Azt nem tudni, mikor fogalmazodott meg Kovats
segéddrben, hogyablinutjaralép, amutobb kidertilt,
elészor 1903-ban csempészett ki értékes kéziratokat
amuzeumbol. Ha valamelyiken rajta volt a Nemzeti
Muzeum pecsétje, akkor azt eltiintette, majd egy
vidéki holgyet megkért, néhany hét mulva hozza be
a kiilonleges iratokat hozza, ugyis 6 dont arrol,
megveszi-e a mizeum a relikvidkat. Termeészetesen
megvette.

Kovats Lajos persze vérszemetkapott, féleg, hogy ak-
koriban a biztonsagra kevésbé adtak (nem gy, mint
manapsag), kil6szam pihentek a mtizeum iratrakta-
riban a gy(jjtok szamara is értekes kiilonlegességek.
Szépen, lassan ipari mennyiségben kezdte kilopni

For weeks, Budapest residents discussed an
astonishing case in 1909. For six years, Laszlo
Kovats, the National Museum’s highly respected
assistant guard, stole a number of the museum’s
priceless documents.

He was a cunning man, because he later offered the
smuggled documents, with the help of two interme-
diaries, for sale to the National Museum, which, of
course snapped up the special copies. Especially as
the decision to buy was also made by assistant guard
Kovats...

And everyone knew him as an honest man, a tall,
lean, blond-haired man in his thirties who had been
working in the museum for a long time. He mainly
organised and researched material on the 1848/49
revolution, including the legacies of Lajos Kossuth
and Artur Gorgey. It is not known when assistant
guard Kovats decided to commit the crime, but it later
emerged that he first smuggled valuable manuscripts
out of the museum in 1903. If one had the National
Museum'’s seal on it, he removed it, and then asked
a country lady to bring the special documents to him
in a few weeks’ time, as he would decide wheth-
er the museum would buy the relics. He bought it,
of course.

Of course, Lajos Kovats got greedier, especially as
in those days less attention was paid to security (un-
like today), and there were kilos of special items
in the museum’s archives that were also valuable
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a forradalom idejéb6l valo kéziratokat, hirdetme-
nyeket, levelezéseket.

A felesége otthon semmit sem sejtett, csak annyit vett
észre, hogy a férje konnyebben mond igent egy kiil-
foldi nyaralasra, meg, hogy jobban ad magara, mint
korabban. Késébb két pesti fiatalembert bérelt fel,
nekik kellett az elcsent 1848-as iratokkal megjelenni
a muzeumban, ahol aztan mindenki Kovatsot leste,
hogy megvasarlasra javasolja-e a gy(ijteményeket.

fgy érkeztiink el 1909 augusztusahoz. Amikor min-
den 6sszeomlott. Kovats ugyanis ovatlan volt. A beépi-
tett emberével nem a Nemzeti Mizeumnak ajanlotta
fel az S3 darabos, szabadsagharcos gy(ijteményt,
hanemegy pestiantikvariumbakiildteafitt. Atulaj-
donosnak természetesen tetszett a gylijtemény,
komoly pénzt ajanlott érte, de azzal a kikotéssel, hogy
hagyjak ott az iratokat, atnézeti egy szakértovel.
Kovats Lajos pechére pedig a Nemzeti Mizeumba
vitte be az anyagot. Ot viszont, mint a forradalmi
téma szakeértojét hidba keresték, hiszen Svijcba
ment szabadsagra a feleségével.

Napoleon Ittakowicz: Kossuth Lajos, 1853
MNM Toérténelmi Képcsarnok Festménygyljtemény
sed do eiusmod tempor

gy mas nézett ra, s gyanas lett neki, hogy mint-
ha mar latta volna az egyik levelezést leltdrba véve
a mazeumban. Pillanatok alatt mindenre fény deriilt,

to collectors. He slowly began to steal manuscripts,
notices and correspondence from the revolutionary
period in industrial quantities.

His wife had no idea what was going on at home,
only that her husband was more willing to say yes to
a holiday abroad and that he spent more on himself
than before. Later, he hired two young men from
Pest, who had to show up at the museum with the
stolen 1848 documents, where everyone was waiting
to see if Kovats would recommend the collections for
purchase.

And so we arrived in August 1909. When everything
collapsed. Kovats was careless. He and his undercov-
er man did not donate the 53-piece freedom fighter
collection to the National Museum, but sent the boy
to an antique shop in Pest. The owner, of course, liked
the collection and offered a large sum of money for
it, but on the condition that the documents were left
there and examined by an expert. Unfortunately for
Lajos Kovats, he took the material to the National
Museum. However, as an expert on the revolutionary
subject, they looked for him in vain, as he had gone on
holiday to Switzerland with his wife.

So, someone else looked at the material and became
suspicious, as if they had already seen some of
the correspondence inventoried in the museum.
In a matter of moments, everything was revealed,
and the detectives interrogated the boy who had been
peddling the collection, who, frightened, told them
everything, and even caught Kovats, who was still
resting unsuspectingly in the Swiss Alps.

As he had written to a relatdve telling them when he
would be back home, the detectives prepared to take
the thief into custody at Nyugati station. But a muse-
um worker helped the press. So, when Kovats unsus-
pectingly bought a newspaper at the railway station
in Ersekujvar on his way home, the front page read
that the loop around the museum thief’s neck was
tightening. He collapsed.

When he got to the train compartment, he confessed
everything to his wife and tried to kill himself with
his gun. She wrenched the gun from his hand and

a detektivek pedig a gylijteménnyel hazal6 fiut is ki-
hallgattak, aki ijedtében mindent elmesélt, lebuk-
tatta Kovatsot is, aki ekkor még gyantutlanul pihent
a svijci Alpokban.

Mivel egy rokonanak megirta, mikor ér haza, a de-
tektivek Ugy késziiltek, a Nyugati palyaudvaron 0ri-
zetbe veszik a szarkat. Egy muzeumi dolgoz6 azonban
segitett a sajtonak. fgy amikor Kovats a hazatiton
az eérsekujvari palyaudvaron gyanutlanul vett egy
ujsagot, a cimoldalon azt olvashatta, hogy szorul
a hurok a mtizeumi tolvaj nyaka koriil. Osszeomlott.

A vonat fiilkéjébe érve mindent bevallott a felesé-
gének és megprobalta megolni magat a pisztolyaval.
Az asszony kicsavarta a kezébdl a fegyvert és probalta
nyugtatgatni. Kovats aztan a Nyugati palyaudvaron
leugrott a még mozgd vonat leghatséd szemeélykocsi-
jarol és elmenekiilt. Grazba ment, és ott is szallt meg
egy hotelben. Mindez a detektivek fiilébe is eljutott,
igy azt is kideritették, hogy Grazbdl a Mura folyo
menti, festéi szépségli Bruckba menekiilt tovabb,
ahol a Kék Okor fogadéban szallt meg Theodor
Hiibenauer 4lnéven.

Egy rutinos pesti detektiv nyomban Bruckba ment,
ahol elmondta a helyi rendéroknek, 6vatosan ban-
janak a férfival, mert pisztoly van nala és fél6, hogy
kart tesz magaban. Majd hozzatette, éjjel, a Kék
Okorben majd érizetbe veszik. Igen 4m, de az egyik
helyi detektiv felismerte az utcan Kovatsot és tildo-
z6be vette.

Az idegileg kikésziilt mtzeumi tolvaj hidba futott,
nem tudta lerazni magarol a rendért. A kovetkezd
pillanatban beugrott egy kapualjba, elévette a pisz-
tolyat és fejbe 16tte magat. Azonnal meghalt. A pesti
lakasat természetesen atkutattak a detektivek és hat
lada, felbecsiilhetetlen értékd iratot, levelezést talal-
tak. A feleségének nem t{int fel, § csak azt gondolta,
az imadott férje hazahozza a munkat. Sz6 szerint ez
tortént...

fgy ert tehat véget az élete a rossz titra tért mizeumi
segédodrnek, aki néhany év bortonnel meguszta vol-
na az esetet, am megszolalt a lelkiismerete...

Sal Endre

Barabas Miklos: Gérgey Artur, 1850
MNM Toérténelmi Képcsarnok Festménygyiijtemény
sed do eiusmod tempor

tried to calm him down. Kovats then jumped from
the rear carriage of the still moving train at Nyugat
station and fled. He went to Graz and stayed in a ho-
tel there. The detectives learnt this and found out that
he had fled from Graz to the picturesque Bruck on the
banks of the Mura river, where he stayed at the Blue
Ox Inn under the pseudonym Theodor Hiibenauer.

An experienced detective from Pest immediately
went to Bruck, where he told the local police to be
careful with the man because he had a gun and was
in danger of harming himself. He added that he
would be arrested at night in the Blue Ox. Yes, but
one of the local detectives recognised Kovats on the
street and gave chase.

The nervous museum thief ran in vain, unable to
shake off the policeman. The next moment he jumped
into a doorway, pulled out his gun and shot himself in
the head. He died instantly. Naturally, the detectives
searched his apartment in Pest and found six crates
of priceless documents and correspondence. His wife
didn’t notice, she just thought her beloved husband
was bringing the work home. That’s literally what
happened...

And so ended the life of a museum assistant guard
gone wrong, who could have got away with a few
years in prison, but his conscience spoke...

Endre Sal
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