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Nemzeti szimbolum
a Magnasfertaly kozepén

A NATIONAL SYMBOL IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE MAGNATE QUARTER

Ha azt nézziik, hogy Miinchenben, Londonban,
Berlinben is csak az 1810-30-as években jottek
létre hasonl6 intézmények, mint a mi Nemzeti
Muzeumunk, Széchényi Ferenc (1754-1820)
1802-ben tett ,felségfolyamodvanya”, mely-
ben a koz szamara felajanlotta gytjteményét,
egész Europaban uttoro jelentéségii, példaado
tett volt. A nagy kérdés kezdettdl az volt, ami
honunkban mindig is lenni szokott: a ,,hol” és
a ,,mib61”.

Az alapit6 Széchényi Ferenc megorokslt és maga altal
is nagy odaadassal gyarapitott hungarika gy(ijtemé-
nyét ajanlotta fol: 11 884 nyomtatvanyt, 1152 kéz-
iratot, 142 kotet térképet és metszetet, 2029 nemesi
cimert, és egy 2665 darabbdl all6 érem- és régiség-
kollekciot. Ezeket kivanta — ahogyan az alapitolevél-
ben fogalmaz — a , ko6zhaszonnak” szentelni, ,,édes
hazdmnak és a kozosségnek hasznara és javara mind-
orokre és visszavonhatatlanul”. , Felségfolyamodva-
nyat” II. (magyar kirdlyként 1.) Ferenchez intézte,
aki a projekt menedzselésével — ahogy ma monda-
nank — a nadort, Jozsef foherceget bizta meg. Jozsef
nador menedzsernek, patronusnakiskit{in6 volt, nem
rajta mulott, hogy az alapité nem érhette meg, hogy
a nemzet muzeuma folépiilhessen.

Muzeum a disznokereskeddk terén

Tervez6jét hamar megtalaltak, a szakmaja legjobb-
janak szamito Pollack Mihaly személyében. A kisze-
melt helyszin azonban akkoriban még kicsit sem
szamitott ,,méltonak”. Alig egy kilomeéterre téglagyar
miikodott (a mai Rakoczi tér helyén), a Széna teret

If we consider that in Munich, London and
Berlin, similar institutions like our National
Museum were established only in the 1810-30s,
the application to the King, made by Ferenc
Széchényi (1754-1820) in 1802, in which he of-
fered his collection to the public, was a pioneer-
ing and exemplary act in Europe. From the very
beginning, the big question was, as it always has
been in our country, ‘where’ and ‘from what’.

The founder, Ferenc Szécheényi, offered his collec-
tion of Hungarian antiquities, which he had inherit-
ed and which he himself had also built up with great
dedication: 11,884 printed books, 1,152 manuscripts,
142 volumes of maps and engravings, 2,029 noble
coats of arms and a collection of 2,665 medals and
antiques. He wished to dedicate them, as he put it
in his foundation charter, to ‘the common good’,
“for the benefit and good of my country and the com-
munity, forever and irrevocably’. “He addressed his
application to the King to Francis II (Francis I as
King of Hungary), who entrusted the management
of the project, as we would say today, to the Pala-
tine, Archduke Joseph. Palatine Joseph was also an
excellent manager and patron , and it was not his
fault that the founder could not see the National
Museum built.

Museum in the Pig Traders’ Square

The designer was soon found, Mihaly Pollack, the
best in his profession. But the chosen location was
not considered ‘worthy’ at the time. Just a kilo-
metre away was a brick factory (on the site of today’s
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(ma Kalvin tér) a poros Orszigut (a mai Kiskorut)
szelte at, melyet az 1760-as évekig zoldségeskertek
szegélyeztek, csak utina jelentek meg az elsé fold-
szintes valyoghazak. A Kecskemeéti utcai kaput 1796-
ban bontottak el, a maradék varosfalat a 19. szazad
legelején (illetve részben raépitették a Kiskorut ha-
zait). A Nemzeti Muzeum telkét — a rajta 4llo érseki
palotaval — Batthyany Antal groftol kellett megvasa-
rolni 1813-ban, kézadakozasbol.

A Széna tér eredeti neve ,,Széna- és disznokeres-
keddk tere” volt, mivel a vasarra szekereket huzo
lovakat itt abrakoltattadk. A kornyék szamos foga-
dot, kocsmat, istallot tartott el, az elébbiek koziil
a legendas Keét Pisztoly csarda a mazeumpalota jobb-
jan allt. A 19. szazad kozepére mar leztllott mitintéz-
mény nevét — allitdlag — azért kapta, mert két pisz-
toly nélkiil senkinek nem volt ajanlott a belépés. Bar
Podmaniczky Frigyes baré matrozlebujokhoz hason-
litotta, melyben ,,a tengeren honapok alatt megtaka-
ritott szerzemény néhany ora alatt elfecséreltetik”,
1874-ig jol megfert tekintélyes szomszédja mellett.

A nemzet muzeumdanak alapkovét 1837 juniusiban
helyezték el, és alig épitették meg az alapot, 1838
marciusiban elontotte a jeges ar. Bar a Duna elvitte
az épitéanyagot, és az épitkezés jelentds késedelem-
mel, csak 1847-ben fejezddott be, annyiban hozzaja-
rult a varosreész fejloédéséhez, hogy elmosta a kdrnyék
valyoghazait. A Rakos arkot (a Maria utca vonalaban)
ekkor temették be, és azon beltl mar csak emeletes
kbhazak épiilhettek.

Bar az épitészetileg kimagaslé értéki Nemzeti
Muzeum, a magyar kultira ziszloshajoja 1846 mar-
ciusaban hivatalosan is megnyilt, igazi hivatasa vizein
sokaig csak félgbzzel hajozhatott, mert potyautasaul
szegddott a politika. Azutan, hogy 1848 tavaszanak
pesti eseményei a polgari haladas és a nemzeti fiig-
getlenség szimbolumava emelték, juliustol — egészen
1902-ig — disztermébe koltozott az orszaggyfilés fel-
sbhaza.

Politikai kozpont és Magnasfertaly

Mikézben a nemzet miizeumanak igényes bels6 ki-
alakitasa a k6z adomanyai nélkiil nem val6sulhatott
volna meg, és még gy is csak 1888-ra fejezddhetett

Rakoczi Square), Széna Square (today’s Kalvin
Square) was crossed by the dusty Orszagut (today’s
Kiskorut), which was lined with vegetable gardens
until the 1760s, only then did the first ground-floor
adobe houses appear. The gate of Kecskemét Street
was demolished in 1796, the remaining city wall was
demolished in the early 19" century (and the houses
of Kiskorut were partly built on top of it). The plot of
the National Museum with the Archbishop’s Palace
on it had to be bought from Count Antal Batthyany
in 1813, from public donations.

'The original name of Széna Square was ‘Straw and
Pig Merchants’ Square’, because the horses pulling
carts to the fair were fed there. The area was home
to a number of inns, taverns and stables, the leg-
endary Two Pistols Tavern being the first to stand
to the right of the museum palace. The name of the
establishment, which had fallen into disrepair by the
middle of the 19 century, is said to have been giv-
en to it because it was not advisory to enter without
two pistols. Although Baron Frigyes Podmaniczky
compared it to a sailor’s bar in which ‘the money
saved over months at sea is wasted in a few hours’,
by 1874 it was well within the reach of its prestigious
neighbour.

The foundation stone for the nation’s museum was
laid in June 1837, and the foundations were barely
built before the icy flood of March 1838. Although
the Danube carried away the building materials and
construction was not completed until 1847, after
a considerable delay, it contributed to the develop-
ment of the district by washing away the adobe hous-
es in the area. The Rakos trench (along Mdria Street)
was buried at this time, and only stone houses with
storeys could be built within it.

Although the architecturally outstanding National
Museum, the flagship of Hungarian culture, was
officially opened in March 1846, for a long time it
could only sail at half-steam on the waters of its true
vocation, because politics was its stowaway. After
the events in Pest in the spring of 1848 made it
a symbol of civic progress and national independ-
ence, the upper house of parliament moved to its
banqueting hall from July until 1902.

Muzeumbkerti életkép, 1910 koriil

Hans Gétzinger vizfestménye -

MNM Torténelmi Képcsarnok

Genre painting of the Museum Garden, Hans Gotzinger's
Watercolour from circa 1910 -Historical Picture Gallery
of the Hungarian National Museum

be, tervezett kerti drkadsora pedig sosem keésziilt el,
jelenléte, tarsadalmi szerepe sorra Oszténozte
az arisztokrata és nagypolgari csaladokat, hogy
szomszédsagaba csillog6 palotikat épitsenek. Az iro-
nikusan ,,Magnasfertalynak” becézett palotanegyed
épiileteit 1860 utan a kor legkivalobb épitészei ter-
vezték — a legtobbet Ybl Miklos.

Bar a mai Pollack Mihdly tér és kornyéke impozans
palotai koziil tébb még feltjitasra var, a Wenck-
heim-, a Festetics-, az Esterhazy- vagy a Karolyi-
palota ma is mutatja a kor arisztokratainak fény{izd
életmodjat. A (mai) Brody Sandor utca 8. szam alat-
ti épiilt meg a leggyorsabban: 800 munkas huzta fol
harom honap alatt, és 1902-ig az orszaggytilés also-
haza iilésezett itt (1943 6ta az Olasz Kultarintézet-
nek ad otthont). Ertheté a palotaépitési laz, ha
a kor bonmot-jat idézziik, miszerint ,,egy magyar
magnasnak nem lehet Bécsben palotaja anélkiil,
hogy Pesten is ne legyen”.

Mihalecz Csilla

Political centre and Magnate Quarter

While the lavish interior of the Museum of the Na-
ton could not have been built without public dona-
tions, and even then could not have been completed
until 1888, and its planned arcade garden was never
finished, its presence and social role encouraged
aristocratic and bourgeois families to build glit-
tering palaces in its neighbourhood. The build-
ings of the palace district, ironically nicknamed
“The Magnate Quarter’, were designed after 1860 by
the most distinguished architects of the time - most
notably Miklos Ybl.

Although several of the imposing palaces in and
around today’s Mihdaly Pollack Square still need to
be renovated, the Wenckheim, Festetics, Esterhazy
and Karolyi palaces still show the opulent lifestyle of
the aristocrats of the time. The one at 8 Brody San-
dor Street (today’s) was the fastest to be built: 800
workers erected it in three months, and until 1902
the lower house of Parliament met here (since 1943
it has been home to the Italian Cultural Institute).
The fever of palace building is understandable if
we quote the bon mot of the time, that ‘a Hun-
garian magnate cannot have a palace in Vienna
without having one in Pest’.

Gsilla Mihalecz
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