Historical Study,
Inventory of Values
for the Rehabilitation
and Interior Design
of the Sfantul Stefan
Complex in Baia Mare

B Abstract: The article focuses on the pro-
posed interventions for the rehabilitation (and
redesign) of the interior spaces in the Stefan
Complex (also known as Minerul) in Baia
Mare, having in mind the inventory of values,
developed on criteria of authenticity and orig-
inal value. The ensemble, listed as a historic
building, is composed of a hotel, restaurant
units, café, bar, commercial spaces, and an au-
ditorium. The design underwent many renova-
tions and functional alterations until the recent
exterior rehabilitation. At present, the interiors
are heavily degraded.

B Keywords: The Sfantul Stefan Hotel Com-
plex in Baia Mare (Minerul), inventory of
values, Secession era, interior rehabilitation,
interior design

Introduction

m The inventory of values is the basis for
the protection and rehabilitation of historic
buildings, precisely because the existence of
acknowledged values produces the society’s
responsibility to protect them.

The building at 7 Libertatii Square, Baia
Mare (also known as The Minerul Hotel,
formerly Istvan Kiradly Széll6, Stefan Voda,
Ardealul, and Carpati), listed in the List of
Historic Buildings at no. 151, under the code
MM-II-a-A-04452, is found in the ensemble
called the Baia Mare Historic Centre Architec-
tural Reservation (the Mediaeval town — Rivu-
Ius Dominarum), a historic ensemble listed in
the 2010 List of Historic Buildings at no. 128,
under the code MM-II-a-A-04432.

The building is one of the most important
and imposing edifices of the historic centre.
It attracts attention precisely through the dif-
ferent stylistic counterpoint of the square in
which the other three sides are mostly com-
posed of buildings that preserve the propor-
tions of the mediaeval front, differentiated
through volume and style.

1 Electrical engineer, specialist in historic buil-
ding conservation, Forensis Prodcom Ltd, Baia
Mare, Romania
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Studiu istoric, inventarierea
valorilor pentru reabilitarea
si amenajarea interioara

a Complexului Sfantul Stefan
din Baia-Mare

B Rezumat: Articolul trateaza interventiile propuse in vederea reabilitarii (si
reamenajarii) spatiilor interioare ale Complexului Stefan (cunoscut ca Minerul)
din Baia Mare, tindnd seama de inventarul de valori, conceput pe criterii de
autenticitate si valoare initiald. Ansamblul clasat monument istoric se com-
pune din hotel, unitati de restaurant, cafenea, bar, spatii comerciale si sald de
spectacol. Proiectul a suferit numeroase modificari incepand cu adaptarea lui

reabilitarea exterioard recentd. In prezent, interioarele sunt puternic degradate.

B Cuvinte cheie: Baia Mare Complex hotelier Stefan (Minerul), inventar de
valori, epoca secession, reabilitare interioara, amenajare interioara

Introducere

B Baza protectiei si reabilitarii monumentelor istorice este inventarul de va-
lori, tocmai pentru ca existenta unor valori recunoscute nagte responsabilita-
tea societatii de a le proteja.

Imobilul din Piata Libertatii nr. 7, Municipiul Baia Mare (cunoscut sub de-
numirea de Hotel ,Minerul”, fostul ,,Istvan Kiraly Szall6”, apoi ”Stefan Voda”,
~Ardealul” si ,,Carpati”), inscris in Lista Monumentelor Istorice (LMI) la pozi-
tia 151 cu codul MM-II-a-A-04452, este situat in ansamblul denumit Rezerva-
tia de arhitecturd Centrul istoric al municipiului Baia Mare (Orasul medieval
— Rivulus Dominarum) — monument istoric inscris in LMI 2010 la pozitia 128
cu codul MM-II-a-A-04432.

Aceastd cladire este una dintre cele mai importante si impozante construc-
tii ale centrului istoric. Atrage atentia tocmai prin contrapunctul stilistic dife-
rit al careului, in care celelalte trei laturi sunt formate mai ales din cladiri ce
conserva dimensiunea frontului medieval, diferentiate prin volumetrie si stil.

Istoria cladirii

B Hotelul care se mandrea cu aceasta denumire a fost construit intre anii
1871-1873 din piatra naturala si caramida, sarpanta fiind din stejar si inve-
litoarea din sindrila. n 10 august 1905 a survenit un incendiu, atunci a ars
complet latura vestica a pietei.

1 Inginer electronica-telecomunicatii, specialist in domeniul reabilitarii monumentelor
istorice,Forensis Prodcom SRL, Baia Mare, Romania.
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Consiliul Local a hotarit ca este nevoie de o investitie mare si serioasa,
care sd cuprinda alimentarea cu apa si canalizarea zonei centrale, respectiv o
cladire monumentala care sa raspunda nevoilor — un hotel, restaurant, sala de
bal, sala de teatru, cafenea, magazine. Tema pentru licitatie a fost publicata in
Revista Licitatiilor Publice, Magyar Pdlydzatok nr. 1 din 1906. Comisia a fost
alcatuita din patru arhitecti. Parerea lor unanima a fost cd orasul ar trebui sa
aleaga proiectul cu parola trei lalele (desenate), elaborat de biroul de arhitec-
turd condus de Zoltan BALINT si Lajos JAMBOR, intrucét era singurul care
raspundea tuturor conditiilor si criteriilor prescrise, nemaivorbind de avanta-
jele net superioare fatd de celelalte proiecte. Rezultatele concursului au fost
publicate in Magyar Pélydzatok nr. 8 din 1906.

In urma acestor recomandari, conducerea orasului alege acest proiect si
incepe tratativele pentru mici modificari constructive. Contractul final a fost
semnat in 26 octombrie 1908 la Budapesta. In august 1908 s-a comunicat lici-
tatia pentru executie, castigata de fratii GRUNWALD si societatea Paschka és
Tarsa. Proiectul de instalatii electrice a fost incredintat fabricii Ganz.

Deschiderea festiva a hotelului a avut loc in 1 octombrie 1910. Incepand
din 1919, denumirea hotelului se schimba in ,Stefan Voda”. In timpul celor
doua razboaie mondiale cladirea n-a suferit deteriorari dramatice, doar cele
inerente, de uzura.

Proiectul de arhitectura -
de la conceptia initiala la cel realizat

B Prima variantd a proiectului a fost cea care a cAgtigat licitatia, tratdind ge-
neros spatiul restaurantului si al cafenelei, cu intrari largi si un hol elegant
(dinspre fatada), amplasate simetric, cu spatii comerciale in colturile cladirii
si pe cele doua laturi. (fig. 1) in conceptia comanditarului, adica a Consiliului
Oragenesc, complexul trebuia sa aiba functiunea de hotel si o sald multifunc-
tionala (Vigadd) de bal si spectacol.

In perioada adaptarii proiectului, intre 1908 si 1909, s-a discutat indelung
despre modificarea proiectului in vederea integrarii unei bai publice, dar pre-
zenta apei freatice a determinat constructorii sa renunte la executarea acesteia.

Cu timpul, edilii oragului au renuntat la sala de dans, astfel pardoseala
nu a trebuit sd raméana orizontala, ci s-a construit una in panta. S-a cerut si
marirea suprafetelor pentru spatiile comerciale, astfel s-a renuntat la cele doua
intrari largi dinspre fatada principala in restaurant, respectiv cafenea. Accesul
acestor locatii se prevedea din holul comun al hotelului si sélii de spectacol.
Planul executat este probabil cel mai apropiat de planul din figura 2.

Au fost realizate mai multe spatii comerciale pe frontul estic, pastran-
du-se doar intrarea in cafenea dinspre Piata Libertatii. Accesul in restau-

HEREAZT — METSZET.

History of the building

B The hotel that boasted this name was built
between 1871 and 1873 of natural stone and
brick masonry, with the roof structure made
of oak and the roofing of shingles. A fire oc-
curred on August 10, 1905, when the entire
western side of the square burned down.

The Local Council decided that a large
and serious investment was needed, which
had to include the water supply and sewerage
for the central area, as well as a monumental
building to meet the needs — a hotel, restau-
rant, ballroom, theatre, café, shops. The re-
quirements for the tender were published in
the Public Tenders Magazine, Magyar Pdlyd-
zatok no. 1 of 1906.

The committee consisted of four archi-
tects. Their unanimous opinion was that the
town should choose the design marked with
tree (drawn) tulips, developed by the archi-
tectural office of Zoltan BALINT and Lajos
JAMBOR, as it was the only one that met all
the prescribed conditions and criteria, with-
out mentioning the net advantages over other
designs. The results of the contest were pub-
lished in Magyar Pdlydzatok no. 8 of 1906.

Following these recommendations, the
town’s administration chooses this design and
starts negotiating for small constructive alter-
ations. The final contract was signed on Oc-
tober 26, 1908, in Budapest. The implemen-
tation tender was published in 1908, won by
the GRUNWALD brothers and the Paschka és
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Térsa company. The electrical fittings design
was entrusted to the Ganz Factory.

The festive opening of the hotel took
place on October 1, 1910. Starting with 1919,
the name of the hotel was changed to Stefan
Voda. The building did not suffer dramatic
damage during the two World Wars, only that
which was caused by inherent wear.

The architectural design, from the
initial concept to the implemented
one

B The first version of the design was the one
that won the tender, treating with generosity
the spaces of the restaurant and of the café,
with wide entrances and an elegant hallway
(towards the elevation), placed symmetrically,
with commercial spaces in the corners of the
building and on the two sides. (Figure 1) Ac-
cording to the client’s vision, which was the
Town Council, the complex was to have the
function of a hotel and a multifunctional hall
(Vigadd), for balls and shows.

During the adaptation of the design, be-
tween 1908 and 1909, it was long discussed
to modify the it in order to integrate a public
bath, but the presence of groundwater has led
the builders to abandon its implementation.

In time, the town administration gave up
on the ballroom, so that the flooring did not
need to be horizontal; a sloped one was built
instead. A demand was also made for the en-
largement of the commercial spaces, so that
the two wide entrances from the fagade to the
restaurant and café were abandoned. The en-
trance to these two spaces was made from the
common hallway of the hotel and auditorium.
The implemented design is probably closest
to the floor plan in Figure 2.

Several commercial spaces were made on
the eastern side, preserving only the entrance
to the café from Libertatii Square. The access
to the restaurant, which had a sliding skylight,
was made either through the café or through
the hotel’s hallway, respectively foyer. Other
units were found on the side towards Gh. Sin-
cai Street (the right side): the confectionery,
the bowling hall, the billiard hall, etc. The
2006 survey (Figure 3) shows the building
after the repeated interventions starting with
the 60s.

The interior design
of the complex

M From the implementation bid made by en-
gineer Béla FUCHS, a contractor from Buda-
pest, submitted to the Town Council and reg-
istered under no. 5487/1908, we find details
on all the stages, which were implemented
according to the estimate issued by the archi-
tecture firm.

From the detailed description of each chap-
ter on tens of pages, we can reconstruct in the
slightest detail: how many stucco ornaments
were provided and what dimensions they had
— the hallway had 98 panels of 0.25%0.25 m;
how was the joinery made — equipped with
locks, the flooring was oak parquet of 5% 35 cm,
or 5/4” thick boards, softwood on a subfloor of
8/8, respectively 8/10 cm, etc.

= RESEARCH
= CERCETARE
= KUTATAS

TrﬂnssylVth Nostra

rant, care avea acoperig cu luminator glisant, se facea ori prin cafenea, ori
prin holul hotelului, respectiv foyer. Pe latura dinspre strada Gh. Sincai (cea
din dreapta) erau alte unitati: cofetaria, sala de popice, biliard, etc. Releveul
executat in 2006 (fig. 3) prezinta clddirea dupa repetatele interventii ince-
pand din anii ‘60.

Amenajarea interioara a complexului

M Din oferta de executie a lucrarii, intocmita de ing. Béla FUCHS, antreprenor
din Budapesta, depusa la Consiliul Oragenesc si inregistrata cu nr. 5487/1908,
aflam toate fazele in amanunt, care vor fi executate conform devizului emis de
biroul de arhitectura.

Din descrierea detaliata a fiecarui capitol pe zeci de pagini, putem recon-
stitui in cel mai mic amanunt: cite ornamente din stucatura s-au prevazut si
de ce dimensiuni — holul avea 98 de casete de 0,25 x 0,25 m; modul in care
erau compuse tAmplariile — echipate cu incuietoare, pardoseala din parchet de
stejar de 5 x 35 cm, respectiv podea din scAndura de grosime 5/4”, lemn esenta
moale pe structura de podea oarba de 8/8 respectiv 8/10 cm, etc.

O parte din dotarea cu mobilier a fost comandata pe baza recomandarilor
sau chiar de citre arhitectii Zoltan BALINT si Lajos JAMBOR. Doi consilieri
au fost delegati in perioada 11-17 august 1910, de catre Consiliul Oragenesc,
pentru a vizita diferite hoteluri i diferiti furnizori de mobilier. Cei doi au vi-
zitat in total 32 de hoteluri in Budapesta, Szeged si Debrecen, si cu exceptia a
patru hoteluri, toate au fost mobilate cu paturi din alama, pe motiv ca acestea
nu sunt supuse atacului biologic.

S-a decis ca mobilierul pentru cafenea si restaurant, mai precis lambriu-
rile, peretii acoperiti cu oglinzi, tejghelele si casa sa fie executate de catre un
ebenist local. Procurarea scaunelor Thonet direct de la fabricd era mai avanta-
joasa. S-au studiat trei modele, cu spatare diferite si sezut din lemn cu model
in relief sau impletiturd. Mobilierul pentru sala de biliard se recomanda a fi
aprovizionat de la firma Leiffert din Budapesta.

Inventarul general pastrat la Arhivele Nationale a fost intocmit la sfarsitul
anului 1910 si contine urmatoarele articole prezentate in extras:

— conform facturii emise de Vas és Rézipar Rt. pentru dotarea a 50 came-
re conform contractului, deducem ca ei au livrat paturile din cupru si
diferite obiecte din cupru sau alama, cum ar fi: cuier de haine, stand de
palarie, masd cu stativ din cupru, galerie pentru perdea cu inele, stativ
pentru ziare, stativ pentru haine si umbrele, gsine de covoare 130 cm, etc.;

— conform facturii emise de Ganz SA: diferite lampi de interior, pentru ma-
gazine, aplice cu model lalea si model prisme, lampi pendul, candelabre
din bronz, candelabre de biliard;

—inventarul teatrului Lendvay, care contine: foarte multe draperii, suffite,
culise, conform modei vremii, platforme, utilaje de coborére si de ridicat,
magini de produs diferite sunete si efecte: tunete gi fulgere, vant, ploaie,
decoruri reprezentand: padure, sat, oras, case din exterior, etc.

Interventii si modificari

1. Din arhivele DSAPC? Maramures, reiese ca in 1957 s-au efectuat repara-
tii ample, conform proiectului nr. 30/1957: reparatii sarpanta, supraeta-
jare, instalatii apa caldé/rece, canalizare, instalatii electrice. S-au execu-
tat numeroase modificari, in special privind legaturile functionale intre
unitétile existente gi destinatia incaperilor.

2. In 1964 a fost elaborat un nou proiect, nr. 2174/1964 la DSAPC Mara-
mures, unde se mentioneaza: ,,Cladirea nu este considerati monument

2 Directia pentru Sistematizare, Arhitectura si Proiectarea Constructiilor. [nota ed.]
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istoric, necorespunzand cerintelor de a fi declarata”. Acest proiect nu a
fost executat.

3. Urmiétorul proiect de amenajare si modernizare s-a intocmit cu nr.
2199/1966, tot de DSAPC Maramures, si pe langa pretentiile noi s-au
introdus si cele din 1964.

Astfel:

— se demoleaza o parte din scara care face legatura intre holul cinemato-
grafului si etajul I al hotelului, pentru a se crea un grup sanitar pentru
consumatorii restaurantului;

—se amenajeaza camerele de hotel si au loc modificari ale zidurilor
de despartire, in vederea asigurarii spatiului necesar pentru dulapuri
inzidite si pentru grupurile sanitare din camere, acesta realizandu-se
prin grinzi de beton armat monolit, turnate in indltimea umpluturii
existente a plangeului, se reduce inaltimea lor printr-un nou tavan de
rabit, se executa tencuieli si pardoseli noi;

—are loc revizuirea gi repararea sistemului de aerisire a restaurantului
prin tavanul glisant de sticla si inlocuirea mecanismului de actionare
manuala cu altul mecanizat.

4. La proiectul nr. 2199 s-a addugat in 1967 si reparatia capitala a acoperi-
sului.

5. Prin proiectul nr. 2174/1968 s-a inlocuit o parte din mobilier gi utilaje.

6. In 1975 s-au schimbat tamplariile vitrinelor cu timplarie din aluminiu.

7. S-a efectuat ,,Studiul de punere in valoare a complexului hotelier Minerul”
cu nr. 2174/1983, care a propus revizuirea degradarilor (de toate felurile).

Dupa 22 decembrie 1989, Hotelul si restaurantul au intrat intr-o deriva,
ca majoritatea institutiilor care gi-au pierdut ,,stapanul”, care pana atunci era
statul. Au fost incercari de inchiriere, de privatizare, dar la inceputul anilor
‘90, caracterizat de nesiguranta financiard, s-a optat pentru valorificarea imo-
bilului, care era administrat de doua entitati financiare diferite:

— hotelul si restaurantul au fost gestionate de Trustul de Alimentatie Publi-

ca Locala, iar

— cinematograful a fost gestionat de Reteaua de Difuzare a Filmelor.

Prin urmare, s-a vindut partea de hotel-restaurant unui cetatean strain,
care a infiintat o societate pe actiuni in 1995, in vederea continuarii activitati-
lor de cazare si alimentatie publica, cum a fost stipulat in contract.

In 2015 s-a incheiat un protocol intre RADEF Romania Film si Consiliul
Local al Municipiului Baia Mare, prin care Primaria a preluat cota parte a cla-
dirii, care acum a devenit domeniu public.

Cum nu au fost intreprinsi pasii pentru renovare, cladirea a stat sub lacat
multi ani, timp in care nu numai ca s-au petrecut degradari inerente, dar a fost
vandalizata si folosita de oameni si animale fara adapost.

8. Ultima reabilitare a fost inceputa in 2005, pe baza unui proiect amplu,
faza SF: proiectul nr. 617/2006 Restaurare Complex Hotel Restaurant Mi-
nerul.

Proiectul a prevazut, pe langa reabilitare, si refunctionalizarea complexu-
lui. Din acest proiect s-au executat urmatoarele lucrari: restaurare fatade, rea-
bilitare sarpanta, invelitoare, sistem pluvial, inlocuirea tAmplariei exterioare,
lucrari partiale de rezistenta si structura, elemente decorative exterioare. Lu-
crarile de executie s-au oprit in anul 2014.

Mentionam cd proiectul DTAC din anul 2013, avind conceptie usor di-
ferita de SE trateaza superficial subiectul finisajelor interioare si deloc cel al
mobilierului si alte detalii.

Inventarul de valori - metode

W in Ordinul nr. 2260/2008 privind aprobarea Normelor metodologice de cla-
sare gi inventariere a monumentelor istorice, am gasit in Capitolul II: Procedu-

4L Z2015/3

Part of the furniture was ordered based on
the recommendations of, or even by the archi-
tects Zoltan BALINT and Lajos JAMBOR. Two
councillors were delegated by the City Coun-
cil, between August 11 and August 17, 1910,
to visit different hotels and furniture sup-
pliers. The two visited a total of 32 hotels in
Budapest, Szeged, and Debrecen, and, apart
from four of them, all were equipped with
brass beds, because they are not susceptible
to biological attacks.

It was decided that the café and restau-
rant furniture, namely the panelling, the mir-
rored walls, the counters, and the till, would
be made by a local cabinetmaker. The pur-
chase of Thonet chairs directly from the fac-
tory was more advantageous. Three models
were studied, with different backs and wood-
en seats with embossed or braided patterns. It
was recommended that the furniture for the
billiard room be purchased from the Leiffert
Company in Budapest.

The general inventory preserved in the
National Archives was created at the end of
1910 and contains the following articles, pre-
sented in an excerpt:

— according to the invoice issued by Vas

és Rézipar Rt. for the equipment of 50
rooms according to contract, we deduce
that they have delivered copper beds
and various copper or brass items, such
as: clothes rack, hat stand, table with
copper stand, curtain rod, stand for
newspapers, stand for clothes and um-
brellas, 130 cm carpet rails, etc.;

— according to the invoice issued by Ganz
SA: different interior lamps, lamps for
shops, wall lamps with tulip and prism
models, pendulum lamps, bronze chan-
deliers, billiard chandeliers;

—the inventory of the Lendvay Thea-
tre, which contains: a large amount of
curtains, soffits, backdrops, according
to the fashion of the time, platforms,
equipment for lowering and lifting,
different sounds and effects machines,
for thunder and lightning, wind, rain,
decorations representing: forest, village,
town, houses from the outside, etc.

Interventions and alterations

1.From the archives of DSAPC Mara-
mureg?, it appears that extensive re-
pairs were carried out in 1957, accord-
ing to design no. 30/1957: repair of the
roof structure, building another storey,
cold/hot water installation, sewerage,
electric fittings. Many alterations were
implemented, especially regarding the
functional connections between exist-
ing units and the rooms’ destinations.

2. A new design was developed in 1964,
no. 2174/1964 by DSAPC Maramures,
where it is mentioned that “The build-
ing is not considered a historic build-
ing, not meeting the listing require-
ments”. This design was not imple-
mented.

2 The Directorate for Systematisation, Architec-
ture, and Design of Constructions, Maramureg
County. [ed. note]



3. The next refurbishment and moderni-
sation design was developed with no.
2199/1966, also by DSAPC Maramures,
adding the 1964 requirements to the
ones newly introduced.

Thus:

—a part of the stairway connecting the
cinema hallway and the second floor
of the hotel is demolished, to make
way for a restroom destined for the
restaurant’s patrons;

— the hotel rooms are refurbished and
alterations are carried out to the
partition walls, in order to ensure
the necessary space for closets and
sanitary groups in the rooms, im-
plemented through monolithic rein-
forced concrete beams, poured in the
height of the existing filling of the
ceiling slab, the height of the rooms
being reduced by a new ceiling of
plastered wire mesh, new plastering
and flooring are carried out;

— the ventilation system of the restau-
rant through the sliding glass ceiling
is reviewed and repaired, and the
manual controls are replaced with a
mechanical one.

4. The capital repair of the roof was added
to design no. 2199 in 1967.

. Part of the furniture and equipment
was replaced by design no. 2174/1968.

6.In 1975 the joinery of the showcases
was replaced with with aluminium
joinery.

. The “Study for the enhancement of the
Minerul Hotel Complex” was carried
out with no. 2174/1983, proposing to
repair the degradation (of all kinds).

After December 22, 1989, the hotel and
the restaurant went into a drift, like most in-
stitutions that had lost their “master”, which
until then was the state. There have been
attempts to rent, privatise, but in the early
1990s, characterised by financial uncertainty,
a choice was made to capitalise on the build-
ing, which was managed by two different fi-
nancial entities:

— the hotel and the restaurant were man-

aged by the Local Public Food Trust, and

—the cinema was managed by the Film

Broadcasting Network.

As a consequence, the hotel-restaurant
part was sold to a foreign citizen, who estab-
lished in 1995 a public limited company, to
continue the accommodation and catering ac-
tivities as stipulated in the contract.

A contract was signed in 2015 between
RADEF Romania Film and the Baia Mare Lo-
cal Council, through which the City Hall took
over part of the building, which now became
a public domain.

As no steps were taken to renovate, the
building was under lock for many years, dur-
ing which not only inherent degradations
have occurred, but it was vandalised and used
by homeless people and animals.

8. The last rehabilitation started in 2005,

based on an ample design, the feasibil-
ity study phase, design no. 617/2006
Conservation of Complex Hotel Restau-
rant Minerul.
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ra de realizare a fisei monumentului. Figa monumentului este intr-adevar un
document foarte important al imobilului de patrimoniu, este ca un buletin de
identitate, contine date multe si exacte, mai putin care este si cum s-a stabilit
valoarea monumentului.

Se pregateste actul legislativ in acest domeniu, deocamdata a fost emisa
Hotardrea nr. 905/29.112016 in Monitorul Oficial nr. 1.047 din 27 decembrie
2016, care contine un articol unic de aprobare a Tezelor prealabile ale proiec-
tului Codului patrimoniului cultural. In acest cod se va gasi: Titlul IV privind
reglementarea in domeniul patrimoniului imobil, care urmeaza a fi configurat
in mai multe sectiuni, printre care: Sectiunea 4 — Proceduri administrative
specifice: inventarierea, instituirea protectiei legale, evidenta si avizarea — de-
finirea inventarierii si a protectiei legale aplicabile imobilelor sau grupurilor
de imobile.

In lipsa unor metodologii concrete avizate si aprobate, am apelat la metode
aplicate in strainatate.

Ghidul olandez propune o tratare a spatiilor cladirii in felul urmator: se
atribuie trei grade de valori: valoare inaltd, interventie pozitiva, valoare indife-
renta, si se trateaza doud aspecte interioare: tavan istoric si finisaje valoroase,
fiecare putind avea cele trei categorii enumerate mai sus.

In Germania, ghidul practic pentru intocmirea unui raport de constatéri
emis de exemplu in Landul Sachsen-Anhalt, propune, pe langa planuri de
situatie, relevee de plan si fatada, inclusiv intocmirea unui jurnal al incéperii
(Raumbuch). Un asemenea Raumbuch este de fapt o fisd a incaperii, care con-
tine, pe langa codificare si indicatii grafice, si fotografii si descrieri detaliate
despre pereti, tavan, podea, timplarie, decoratiuni.

In Austria, directivele sunt asemanitoare cu cele din Germania. Am stu-
diat documentul editat de Guvernul Austriei, Oficiul Monumentelor Istorice,
denumit Directive pentru expertiza de istoria arhitecturii, versiune 2016.

In Ungaria, Legea monumentelor cuprinde Anexa 10, care se intituleaza:
Continutul si structura inventarului de valori.

In urma acestor exemple voi prezenta inventarul de valori, atat sub forma
tratarii in ansamblu a constructiei, cét si analizand pe rind spatiile Complexu-
lui Minerul in cadrul unui format denumit Cartea Spatiilor.

Analiza in ansamblu

B Conform celor aratate in capitolul Interventii si modificdri, existd zone ale
constructiei care au suferit interventii majore, astfel incét cladirea initiala (sau
originard) se pastreaza intr-un procent diminuat. Aceasta afirmatie este susti-
nuta astfel:

— La parter, desi fatada si tAmplaria exterioara este aparent neschimbata, nu
se poate afirma acelagi lucru despre interioare. Spatiile comerciale de pe
vremuri nu mai au niciun caracter, nu respecta stilul cladirii. Restauran-
tul a fost demolat complet.

—La etajul I nu s-a putut schimba impartirea spatiilor din cauza ritmului
ferestrelor, modificindu-se numai configuratia zidurilor despartitoare,
amenajand dulapuri inzidite in peretele dintre doua camere alaturate si
cite o baie in interiorul spatiului camerei. Practic, existad si azi acelasi
numar de camere ca la finalizarea constructiei din anul 1910.

—La etajul II, anexele gi apartamentul administratorului si-au schimbat
functiunile, dar nu si morfologia arhitecturala. La fel, in tractul posterior,
spatiile de depozitare, vestiarele gi spalatoria sunt la locul lor. Nu stim cu
exactitate ce a fost in locul camerei de proiectie si a depozitelor aferente,
dar initial a fost folosita gi galeria de la etajul II de citre spectatori; aceasta
nu a mai fost utilizata in ultimele decenii.

—Cea mai importantd modificare arhitecturala este efectuata la intrarea
frontala in clddire, cea de onoare de pe fatada principald, si anume o
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modificare de conceptie. S-a despartit intrarea hotelului de cea a cine-
matografului. Astfel, s-a realizat o solutie de acces in hotel ridicold, prin
usi si scari laterale, desfiintdnd scara de onoare cu cel mai mare impact
vizual din holul de intrare. Configuratia initiala, cu scari si garderobe, se
poate vedea in figura 2.

Releveul executat in 2007 arata cum s-au desfigurat accesul si holul cu di-
verse birouri gi grupuri sanitare, iar intrarea hotelului a devenit intortocheata
si inghesuita. Partea dreapta, unde a fost amenajat barul in locul cafenelei,
prin care a fost realizat accesul in restaurant, a suferit din fericire mai putine
transformari. (fig. 3)

Pentru comparatie am folosit inclusiv fotografii — carti postale din 1911
(foto 1-3), iar starea actuala este ilustrata de imagini fotografice (foto 4-6).

Corespunzitor nivelului de originalitate/interventii, am deosebit trei cate-
gorii de spatii:

galben Spatii cu valoare arhitecturald mare,
roz Spatii cu interventii majore,
verde deschis Spatii cu valoare nesemnificativa

Spatiile care pastreaza elementele arhitecturale originare si reprezintd o
valoare semnificativa din punct de vedere stilistic sunt marcate cu galben si
sunt tratate separat in Cartea Spatiilor.

Spatiile colorate cu roz sunt acele spatii care pastreaza citeva elemente
arhitecturale importante sau ofera informatii despre cele originare, dar inter-
ventiile din anii ‘60-‘70 sunt majore, conferind spatiilor importanta redusa, si
vor fi tratate doar cateva dintre ele, mai mult pe grupe de spatii.

The design previewed, beside the rehabil-
itation, the functional conversion of the com-
plex. Of this design, the following works were
implemented: the conservation of the eleva-
tions, the rehabilitation of the roof structure,
roof covering, and rainwater drainage system,
the replacement of the exterior joinery, par-
tial works of resistance and structure, exteri-
or decorative elements. The implementation
works stopped in 2014.

We mention that the Technical documen-
tation for authorisation in 2013, with a slight-
ly different concept from the feasibility study,
treats the subject of interior finishings superfi-
cially and does not approach at all the subject
of furniture and other details.

Inventory of values — methods

m In Order no. 2260/2008 regarding the ap-
proval of the Methodological Norms for Clas-
sification and Inventory of Historic Buildings,
we have found in chapter II: the Procedure for
the Creation of the Historic Building Sheet.
The Historic Building Sheet is indeed a very
important document of the heritage building,
it is like an identity card, containing many ac-
curate data, except for what is and how was
the value of the historic building established.
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W Fig. 2. Planul cldadirii executate, reconstituit din planul original, vederi, fotografii si descrieri © VARADY Eniké

(pe baza AUNER 2015)

W Figure 2. Floor plan of the implemented building, reconstructed based on the original design, postcards, photographs, and descriptions ©

VARADY Eniké (based on AUNER 2015)
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The legislative act in this field is being Spatiile colorate cu verde au fost addugate mai tarziu sau au fost atat de
prepared, Decision no. 905/29.11.2016 was puternic modificate, incat nu a ramas nicio urma din conceptia si substanta
published for now in the Official Gazette of e 1e .. . e
Romania. no. 1047 of December 27. 2016. It initiala, valoarea lor fiind neinterpretabila.
contains a unique article for the approval of Analiza spatiilor pe niveluri se poate urmari in figurile 4-6.

the Preliminary Theses of the Cultural Heritage

W Foto 1. Holul si scara sdlii de spectacol, carte postald (Magyar Kereskedelmi...)

W Photo 1. The hallway and stairway of the auditorium, postcard (Magyar Kereskedelmi...)
B Foto 2. Sala de spectacol, carte postald(Magyar Kereskedelmi...)

B Photo 2. The auditorium, postcard (Magyar Kereskedelmi...)
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B Fig. 4. Plan parter, hasurat conform sistemului de valori atribuit din punct de vedere al interventiilor © VARADY Eniké

W Figure 4. Ground floor plan, shaded according to the value system conferred from the point of view of the interventions © VARADY Eniké
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B Fig. 5. Plan etaj |, hasurat conform sistemului de valori atribuit din punct de vedere al interventiilor © VARADY Eniké

W Figure 5. First floor plan, shaded according to the value system conferred from the point of view of the interventions © VARADY Eniké
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Code Project. In this code there will be a Ti-
tle 4 regarding regulations in the field of built -
heritage, which will be configured in several
sections, among which: Section 4 — Specific
administrative procedures: inventory, estab-
lishment of legal protection, evidence, and
approval — the definition of the inventory
process and of legal protection applicable to
buildings and groups of buildings.

Lacking an approved concrete method-
ology, we turned to models applied in other
countries.

The guide published in the Netherlands
proposes the following treatment of the spaces:
three degrees of value are attributed: high value,
positive value, and indifferent value, approach-
ing two interior aspects: historic ceiling and
valuable finishings. Each of them is placed into
one of the above-mentioned categories.

In Germany, the practical guide for cre-
ating a report is issued, for example, in the
Land of Sachsen-Anhalt. It proposes, beside
site plans, surveys of the floor plans and el-
evations, and the creation of a so-called room
book (Raumbuch). Such a Raumbuch is actu-
ally a room sheet, which also contains, beside
codification and graphic indications, photos
and detailed descriptions of the walls, floor,
joinery, and decorations.

In Austria, the directives are similar to
those in Germany. We have studied the doc-
ument edited by the Government of Austria,
the Office for Historic Buildings, called Direc-
tives for the History of Architecture Expertise,

2016 version. W Fig. 6. Plan etaj Il, hasurat conform sistemului de valori atribuit din punct de vedere al interventiilor
In Hungary, the Law of Historic Buildings © VARADY Eniké

contains Annex 10, titled Content and Struc- W Figure 6. Second floor plan, shaded according to the value system conferred from the point of view of

ture of the Inventory of Values. the interventions © VARADY Eniké

Based on these examples, we will present
the inventory of values, considering both the
ensemble of the building and an analysis of
the spaces in the Minerul Complex, in a for-
mat called “The book of spaces”.

Ensemble analysis

W According to chapter Interventions and alter-
ations, there are areas in the building that have
suffered major interventions, so that the origi-
nal building is preserved in a diminished per-
centage. This statement is supported as follows:
— At ground floor level, although the eleva-
tion and exterior joinery are preserved,
the same thing cannot be said about the
interiors. The commercial spaces of be-
fore now lack in any character, they do
not respect the building’s style. The res-
taurant was completely demolished. "
—On the first floor, the partition of the B Foto 3. Restaurantul cu tavanul vitrat mobil, carte postald (Magyar Kereskedelmi...)
spaces could not be altered due to the B Photo 3. The restaurant with the sliding glass ceiling, postcard (Magyar Kereskedelmi...)
rhythm of the windows, so only the
configuration of the partition walls was
changed, creating closets in the walls Concluzii part|a|e
between two adjoining rooms and a >
bathroom in each room. Practically, .
heme i ihe come Tmibe? 6 ToEme mew B In urma celor aratate mai sus, concluzia superficiala ar putea fi ca doar
as there was when the building was zona cinematografului, care cuprinde holul de intrare, holul de agteptare,
Goslgies, i LD, scarile, sala de spectacol si balcoanele, contribuie la valoarea arhitecturala a

—On the second floor, the function of R R .. . o . . . .
annexes and the administrator’s apart- constructiei, intrucit doar aici se mai regasesc trasaturile constructive si deco-

ment was modified, without changing rative specifice stilului secession, solutiile originare ale proiectantilor Zoltan
their architectural morphology. In the BALINT si Lajos J AMBOR.

rear part, the storage rooms, changing
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Totusgi, nu putem sa facem abstractie de la faptul ca si spatiile comerciale,
respectiv camerele de hotel reflecta acest stil prin impactul puternic care este
conferit de suprafetele mari vitrate cu sprosuri si arcade caracteristice stilului.
Aceasta trasatura se impune imediat la intrare, intrucit camerele sunt astfel
concepute incit usa este intotdeauna pe partea opusa fatd de fereastra, iar
acest aspect impune un anumit stil care, chiar si contemporan fiind, trebuie
sd se armonizeze cu arhitectura.

Astfel, concluzia acestui studiu este ca acele spatii care sunt marcate cu hasu-
ra galbend ar trebui conservate si restaurate, iar cele cu hagura roz pot fi regindite
in aga fel incat sa fie in armonie cu stilul general, ceea ce poate fi denumit ”art
nouveau reinventat”, daca trebuie etichetat, oricum este recomandata o solutie
echilibrata intre utilitate si estetica dictatd de stilul general a constructiei.
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W Foto 4. Starea actuald foyer cinematograf ©
VARADY Eniké, 2018

B Photo 4. Current state of the cinema foyer ©
VARADY Eniké, 2018

rooms, and laundry are still in place.
We do not know exactly what was in
place of the projection room and ad-
joining deposits, but initially the gal-
lery on the second floor was also used
by spectators. In the last decades, this
space was not used any more.

—The most important architectural alter-
ation was made at the frontal entrance
to the building, the formal entrance of
the fagade, i.e. a concept alteration. The
entrance to the hotel was separated from
the entrance to the cinema. Thus, a ri-
diculous solution for the access to the
hotel was implemented, through sec-
ondary doors and stairs, dismantling
the formal stairway with the most visual
impact in the entrance hall. The initial
configuration with stairs and wardrobes
can be seen in Figure 2.

The survey carried out in 2007 shows
how the access and hallway were disfigured
with various offices and restrooms, and the
entrance to the hotel became twisted and
crowded. The right-hand side, where the bar
replaced the café, through which the access to
the restaurant was made, has fortunately suf-
fered fewer transformations. (Figure 3).

For comparison we also used photographs
— postcards from 1911 (Photos 1-3), and the
current state is illustrated by photographs as
well (Photos 4-6).

According to the level of originality/inter-
ventions, we have distinguished three types
of spaces:

yellow: Spaces with high architectural value

pink: spaces with major interventions

light green spaces with insignificant value



W Foto 5. Starea actuald sala de spectacol © VARADY Eniké, 2018
B Photo 5. Current state of the auditorium ©VARADY Eniké, 2018

The spaces that preserve the original
architectural elements and have a signifi-
cant value from a stylistic point of view are
marked with yellow and treated separately in
the Book of Spaces.

The spaces coloured in pink are those
that preserve several important architectural
elements or offer information on the original
ones but have suffered major interventions in
the 60s and 70s, conferring a reduced impor-
tance to the spaces. Only several of them are
discussed, mostly on groups of spaces.

The spaces coloured in green were add-
ed later or were so strongly modified that no
trace was left of the initial concept and sub-
stance, their value being uninterpretable.

The analysis of the spaces on levels can
be seen in Figures 4-6.

Partial conclusions

W As aresult of the above, the superficial con-
clusion could be that only the cinema area
(including the entrance hall, waiting hall, the
staircases, the auditorium, and the balconies)
contributes to the architectural value of the
construction, since it is only here that the
constructive and decorative features specific
to the secession style are still found, original
designs by architects Zoltan BALINT and La-
jos JAMBOR.

However, we cannot ignore the fact that
the commercial spaces, as well as the hotel
rooms, reflect the style through the strong
impact provided by the large glazed surfac-
es with mullions and arcades, characteristic
of the style. This feature is obvious from the
entrance, because the rooms are conceived
in such a way that the door is always on the
opposite side of the window. This requires a
certain style that, even if contemporary, must
be aligned with the architecture.

Thus, the conclusion of this study is that
those spaces that are marked with yellow
should be preserved and conserved, and those
with pink can be redesigned to be in harmo-
ny with the general style, which might be
called a “reinvented Art Nouveau”, if it is to
be labelled. A balanced solution between util-
ity and the aesthetics dictated by the general
style of construction is recommended.
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