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PREMIER NICHOLAS KALLAY: — 
THE MAGYAR PEOPLE LIVES AND WILL 

CONTINUE TO LIVE”.
n the eve of St. Stephen's Day, August 19th., Nicholas
Kallay, Prime Minister of Hungary, broadcast an
address to the Hungarian nation the text of which 

runs as follows: —
“Tomorrow is St. Stephen’s Day. His Holy Right Hand 

will be taken from church to church. In the procession we 
shall see the Head of our State, the prelacy, the leading 
functionaries of State life, the Army and every class of the 
Hungarian people, the workers of Budapest, the husbandmen 
of the countryside, —  the whole country. Ever since —  
wellnigh ten centuries ago —  He organized the unitary 
Magyar State and modernized it, the whole nation has been 
standing as one man behind the Holy Right Hand of the 
great King.

“Today more firmly and unswervingly than perhaps at 
any other period. More than that, —  I am in a position to 
declare that this nation has never been so united, has never 
stood so firmly, in patriotism and its aims, —  in confidence 
and self-possession.

“ It was St. Stephen, the first King of Hungary, who 
first brought into being this unity of his own people and all 
the other peoples of the Carpathian Basin who were here 
when the Magyars came, who have been here ever since and 
are here today too or are leading their own independent 
national lives. Not only did the first King of Hungary 
organize the Hungarian Kingdom; in the well-known Instruc
tions to his son he also established that spirit which was then 
— and still is —  without a parallel in the whole world. It was 
this spirit that enabled the peoples living here to survive and 
to develop their national existence. We must not deviate a 
hair's breadth from the path marked out in His Instructions.

"St. Stephan's people came from the East and chose the 
West, — Christianity in place of paganism. That was sound
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policy; for it dovetailed the country into the existing order of 
the world: but it was also a decision actuated by spiritual 
motives: for it was a choice of the finer and better and more 
human. It was the seeds sown by Him that produced the 
Golden Bull ( the Magna Charta of Hungary) which seven 
hundred years ago ensured Hungarian citizens their liberties. 
In Transylvania, in anticipation of the whole world, a Magyar 
Prince proclaimed complete religious toleration — by virtue 
of the self-conscious force, spirit and sense of superiority for
ming the essential features of the national character due to 
His teaching. It is to Him we owe our religious absorption, 
the many-sidedness of our State machinery, the self-possession 
of our form of life and our outlook on life, and the respect for 
human rights prevailing in this storm-beaten comer of the 
world.

“ We desire to live —  and we shall live —  our own life, 
—  not cringing to any one or humiliating any one. We are dif
ferent, and we desire to remain different; we cannot change 
again and again from day to day. That is our greatest value. 
To us, maybe, the source of many troubles, —  but to the 
world at large a pledge which is our greatest value. That is 
why we must survive; and it is that which will enable us to 
play the role which is our due on the map and in history. 
This will perhaps be incomprehensible to some in every 
street of the great cities or to those —  at home and abroad — 
who have become internationalized or who maybe were never 
Hungarians: but this is what is today in the mind of the 
bourgeoisie and every class of workers. The whole great Hun
garian world comprehends — every true son of even the 
tiniest hamlet.

"On St. Stephen's Day we celebrate the unity of the 
Hungarian people. The whole country is ranged like one man 
behind its Regent. Today He is the symbol of Magyar unity, 
Magyar power, Magyar faith and Magyar loyalty too.

“Look around you in this country of ours, in this fourth 
year of a terrible world-conflagration. Here every one has one 
and the same desire, —  to ensure the existence —  the destiny, 
the future —  of the nation and of every loyal son of the 
nation. This nation of ours is working today harder than ever 
before in its history, —  every inch of its soil under cultivation,
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its village houses neat and tidy, — never before have so 
many new small dwellings been built — , our factories all 
working and all working for us, for the arduous present and 
for the Magyar future.

“And yet there are people who say that there are parties 
and factions -r- in Parliament and out of Parliament — in the 
country. Of course there are!! and that is as it should be!! 
1 have no desire to clothe the Magyar people in uniforms; 
what I desire is to unite that people spiritually, —  to place 
everything and every one at the service of the country and 
of the people. What I proclaim is a unity of soul, —  not 
externals. That is what I believe in, and that is what I trust 
in. And I know that all is well.

“ And it is because of this trust of mine, —  and only be
cause of the confidence it gives me —  that I am able to under
take the task which Fate has devolved upon me. Solely and 
exclusively for that reason; solely and exclusively with that 
confidence to aid me. For without that confidence all would 
be in vain. Order in the country depends upon order in the 
souls of its people. It is by that that our people and nation 
must stand or fall. Enemies, danger, assistance —  none of 
these has ever come upon us from beyond our frontiers. We 
must ourselves answer for ourselves.

“ Today everything around us is ablaze. Never before has 
the world raised such huge pyres: but the fires were not lit by 
us, nor is it in our power to extinguish them. But, if we watch 
over our own hearths and homes and are on our guard, 
fearlessly and unalarmed, the flames will one day die down 
without spreading to the eaves of our little house, — and we 
shall be able to help to bury the burning embers of the world".

Justice, Peace, Order

“There is a mission in store for us. A  mission of peace, 
justice, restoration and the maintenance of order. It is to that 
end that we need tranquillity at home, discipline and a 
strong army, —  and in the world outside understanding on 
the part of unprejudiced friends not heated by passion. Both 
issues depend upon ourselves. Order at home and a strong
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army —  these procure friends too: only these, and nothing 
else. That will be the triumph of the Hungarian cause.

"A  year ago tomorrow —  a very sad day for us all —  
I said: — “ This is the day of our saintly King Stephen, the 
founder of his country. His Right Hand has been lifted in 
warning to us all.”

“ On that day two great ideas must have possessed our 
minds. We were celebrating the glorious festival commemora
ting ten centuries of State life; and the same day, the first 
soldier of our country, Stephen Horthy, sacrificed his life on 
the thousand-year-old altar of duty!!

"Henceforward St. Stephen's Day will have two symbols,
— the King who was the founder of His country and the Hero 
fighting in defence of His country. And this country will 
continue to be Magyar, so long as it is able in its mind to 
appreciate the meaning of both commemorations, —  so long 
as it is able in its soul and its heart to raise altars to the 
memory of the Founder of His Country and of its heroic sons 
who have given their lives in its defence.

"And I find the power to do so present in the nation. 
We are different, more honest and stronger. And we shall 
keep to this path; and that is why we shall survive.

"Only one thing more is needed, —  to remove from our 
path all that is petty and not time-proof, —  all that does 
not serve the nation's future, —  petty thoughts and petty men 
alike. Such only disturb the self-possession of the individual 
and of the nation as a whole. What such men have thought 
and prophesied, has not again ensued. It is the credulous 
that fall victims to men of bad faith.

"Irresponsiblity!! We must not tolerate that for a moment 
among us, —  must not allow a few uninformed men to dare — 
to presume —  to plunge this country into any decision. These 
men vacillate between extremes: improvised thoughts crop up 
from this or that source: and it does not occur to any one — 
either to those who express or to those who listen to them
— that they know nothing, that they do not know —  cannot 
know —  the situation, while those whose business it is — 
who have been trained to the work and live for and in it, are 
weighing everything, familiar as they are with everything and 
watching every moment, as they tackle the great questions.
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With full and exclusive responsiblity!! The great events and 
decisions of today and tomorrow involve responsibility, — 
responsibility devolving upon the country and upon every 
one, —  upon the people as a whole, requiring it to conduct 
itself worthily in great and critical times, and upon us leaders 
—and first of all upon me personally — , requiring us to do 

everything that must be done and nothing that it would be a 
mistake to do.

"This is the responsibility —  a great, terrible, historical 
responsibility —  devolving upon the people as a whole and 
upon the government entrusted to me. And I undertake the 
responsibility, —  undertake it for my Hungarian people too. 
I undertake that nothing in the world shall divert me from 
the path along which I have so far led the country, —  under
taking also not to allow my people to deviate from the path 
of the Magyars — the path of loyalty and order bom of natu
ral superiority — marked out by the Holy Right Hand behind 
which that people is now ranged.

"W e are passing through the hours of “ to be or not to be". 
Individuals are given the choice, —  nations are not. The 
choice was made by our first King; and we follow: the Ma
gyar people lives and will continue to live!!”
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