
THE NEDITCH GOVERNMENT A T WORK
BY

E M ER Y PR O K O PY

Thanks to the energetic co-operation of the German 
occupying army, it would seem that success has 
crowned the efforts of the Serb Government to re

establish order, so that now the Government will be able 
to devote most of its time and work to healing the sores 
of a country bleeding from a thousand wounds, to increasing 
production and giving an impetus to economic life. Proof 
of this improvement is to be found in statements recently 
made by members of the Cabinet.

The first of these deserving mention was the Premier’s 
General Neditch's broadcast of 11th February in which 
he made the following points. Speaking to the
agricultural population, he told the farmers that had they 
not listened to his warnings and his appeal that they 
should cultivate every available rood of soil during the past 
agricultural year, many thousands of Serbs would have 
died of hunger. The London and Moscow radios kept on 
saying to the Serb peasants: —  "Do not sow, for you shall 
not reap.” Fortunately the wise Serb peasants refused to 
listen to the enemies of the Serb people. Had they listened, 
there would have been a famine in Serbia, and to the joy 
of the country's enemies in London and Moscow there 
would be fewer Serbs alive today. The Premier continued 
by saying that "78 per cent of the arable land had been 
ploughed in autumn." The peasants would, however, have 
to work harder still. How Serbia would be able to get 
through the winter of 1943— 1944 depended on the results 
of their spring work. He begged the good Serb peasants 
not to be led astray by the enemies of the Serb nation. 
This year would decide the fate of the Serb people, so every 
foot of soil must be ploughed and sowed. In five points the 
Premier summed up his instructions to the Serb peasants,
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on the basis of which the Government in November 1942 
had elaborated the plan of work for the economic year 
1942— 1943. According to these instructions, all land 
suitable for agriculture must be ploughed and sowed, includ
ing all pastures that could be spared. Farmers must now 
prepare all the implements they required for their spring 
work, as well as the seed they needed, which must be 
examined by the district supervisors of agriculture to see 
that it was capable of germinating. The Government would 
provide the farmers with sunflower and sugar-beet seed, but 
they would have to provide their own seed-potatoes. Special 
attention must be devoted to the growing of vegetables. The 
Government intended to import the necessary seed from 
Germany and Hungary and distribute it to the farmers. And 
lastly, the Premier told the towns that next year they must 
cultivate the surrounding land and their open spaces as 
carefully as they did last year.

"Th e work about to begin” —  said Premier Neditch in 
the concluding part of his speech —  " will be the war of 
the Serb people for bread and a better future. In their own 
interest peace, order and brotherly understanding must 
prevail in the whole country. Everyone must feel and know 
that the year now beginning will be the most important of 
all as regards the future of the Serb nation.” ("Reggeli 
Ujsag” , Feb. 12.)

A n earlier statement made by M. Radoslav Veselino- 
vitch, Serb Minister of Agriculture, and his broadcast in 
the Belgrade radio about the middle of February, may be 
regarded as a slight amplification of the Premier's speech. 
In his broadcast the Minister said that during the winter 
months courses of instruction for farmers had been held in 
1200 places. These courses, which lasted seven days, had 
been inaugurated by the Government. He told the farmers 
that the Government laid great stress on the development 
of cattle-breeding. To promote this all brood animals were 
to be registered and branded, after which it would be 
forbidden to slaughter them. In connection with the cultiva
tion of the soil the Minister said that every farmer would 
have to grow what he dictated. It was particularly important 
that they should all grow the prescribed quantity of potatoes,
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sunflowers, soya beans and tobacco. Last year the 
authorities had been lenient when the farmers neglected to 
produce the prescribed quantities, but this year any failure 
to obey orders would be severely punished. Government 
agents would control production, to see that the instructions 
issued were being obeyed, and farmers who failed in their 
duty would be sent to compulsory labour camps. (“Donau- 
zeitung", Jan. 4 and “Reggeli Ujsag” , Feb. 16.)

Much comment was caused by a Government statement 
published in a Belgrade newspaper, the “Nova Vrem e" of 
12th February, under the title of “The Serb people decide 
in favour of Europe; the English and Americans hand over 
the Balkans to the Soviet.” In this Government statement, 
among other things, we read: —  The Serb nation was driven 
into the war by the Anglo-Saxons, although the Serbs had 
no war aims of their own, nor could they have had, since 
their vital interests were not endangered. Yugoslavia was 
sacrificed to the Soviet's interests, and now it is proposed 
to sacrifice Serbia too. This fresh betrayal on the part of 
the Anglo-Saxons will open the eyes of all Serb patriots, 
who know that they have nothing to hope from that side.”

W e give this striking statement without comment, merely 
for the information of our readers.
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