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In 625 of the 711 villages in the Banate of Croatia the 
Parish Council elections were held on 19th May, in 
accordance with the Act of 15th April 1933. On the 

recommendation of the Ban of Croatia the Council of 
Regency to a certain extent amended this law by way of 
an Ordinance applying only to the Banate of Croatia, which 
appeared in the "Narodne Novine" of 13th April last.

One thing is certain: the paragraph (No. 26) providing 
that voting is to be open has been left unchanged, although 
since 1931 the Croatian Peasant Party has been loudly 
insistent on a return to secret ballot as a means of ensuring 
the purity of the elections.

The Press of the Croatian Opposition was muzzled 
months ago; the leaders of the Croatian National Opposition 
were either interned or imprisoned, and its adherents have 
been deprived of the right of assembly. In view of these 
circumstances the Croatian National Opposition appealed 
to its adherents to refrain from voting. The result of this 
appeal was that not even half of the roughly 840.000 
electors took part in the Parish Council elections.

The elections ended in a great victory for the Croatian 
Peasant Party and its ally, the Independent Serb Democra
tic Party. According to the official report issued by the 
Banate Office, the results were as follows: in the 625 vil
lages where elections were held victory was won in 425 by 
Macek’s Croatian Peasant Party, in 133 by the Peasant 
Democratic Coalition (27 of those seats were won by the 
Independent Democratic Party), in 4 by the joint lists of the 
Croatian Peasant Party and the Moslems, in 1 by the joint 
list of the Croatian Peasant Party and the Germans, in 1 
by a combination of the Peasant Democratic Party with
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various other groups, in 1 by the Independent Democratic 
Party allied with other Serb Parties, in 20 by the Yugoslav 
Radical Community (Government Party), in 1 by the joint 
list of the Government Party and the Farmers’ Party, in 8 
by the united Serb lists, in 18 by non-party Serb lists, in 2 
by separate Moslem lists, in 2 by non-party burgher lists, 
in 2 by independent lists (most of these votes were cast by 
adherents of the Croatian Peasant Party), in 1 by the Left 
Wing, in 1 by the Farmers’ Party, in 3 by the German lists 
and in 2 on the lists of other nationalities (Magyars).

As we see from this official report, no fewer than 18 
different Parties or groups and their coalitions received 
votes. This is a striking refutation of the official assertion 
that there was no political rivalry at the elections and that 
they were simply an administrative function ("Obzor", May 23) 
which had become imperatively necessary in view of the fact 
that the mandates of the Parish Councils elected for the 
term of three years stipulated in the Act of 1936 had ex
pired six months before.

No mention whatever was made by the official report 
of the role played and the results archieved at the elections 
by the national minorities, in particular by the Magyar 
minority, which — even according to official Croatian 
statistics — numbers well over 62.000 souls, but lacks organi
zation. All that the newspapers say is that in many places 
the Magyars supported the Croatian Peasant Party, and 
won a certain position and some seats on that scored. In a 
few places they tried their luck with independent lists of 
their own, while in two villages they joined forces on a joint 
list with the German minority. The number of seats won by 
the Magyars of Croatia is certainly much smaller than they 
would have been entitled on a numerical basis to expect.
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