
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

THE RUMANIAN MINORITY IN HUNGARY
M. Romulus Rossu —  who, by the way, is one of Rumania's 

most eminent journalists —  visited Hungary not long ago, and 
on his return home wrote a series of articles on his experiences 
here in a Government paper, the “Dacia" of Temesvar. In one 
of these articles he gives an account of the Rumanian minority 
in Hungary. This account bristles with far-fetched data and 
errors. At the very outset he arrives at false conclusions concern
ing the size of the Rumanian minority in this country, for he 
asserts that there are over 100.000 Rumanians in Hungary. In 
general he classes Greek Catholics and Greek Orientals as 
Rumanians, and when the figure thus obtained proves to be only
51.000, he nonchalantly adds that besides these there are about
25.000 Rumanians living scattered about in numerous towns and 
villages, 3000 in Budapest alone, and in conclusion boldly 
announces that “with the occupation of Ruthenia another 30.000 
Rumanians have come under Hungarian rule."

In the first place we would remind our readers that the 
nationality statistics of restored, not “occupied", Subcarpathia 
have not yet been fully established. W e can, however, arrive at 
accurate conclusions from the following exact figures: in 1910 
the number of Rumanians in Subcarpathia was 11.387. And that 
the Hungarian census cannot be accused of having falsified the 
statistics —  a favourite Rumanian accusation —  is proved beyond 
doubt by the circumstance that Rumania’s friends and allies, 
the Czechs, did not think it worth while to register the Ruma
nians of that part separately at all in 1930, but simply lumped 
them together with gipsies, etc. under one common heading 
"Others” , giving the sum total of that column as 13.336 souls. 
If from this number we subtract the 3652 "others” figuring in 
the above-mentioned Hungarian census, barely one-third of the
30.000 claimed by M. Rossu will remain.

If only the author of the articles in the "Dacia” had at 
least been consistent in his statements! For later on, he puts 
forward the charge that there are only 22 Rumanian denomina
tional schools in Hungary, 19 of which have Magyar and only 
3 Rumanian teachers. Now if he classes all the Greek Catholics 
and Greek Orientals in Hungary as Rumanians, their schools 
must also be considered Rumanian; and in that case —  as 
authentic statistics prove —  exactly 23 Greek Oriental and 131 
Greek Catholic elementary denominational schools refute his 
accusation. But to avoid presenting matters in a false light — 
as M. Rossu does —  we would emphasize that those schools are
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not all Rumanian, for part of Hungary's Greek Oriental popula
tion and the great majority of the Greek Catholics do not speak 
any language but Hungarian. On the other hand, authentic and 
accurate statistics show that there were 10 Rumanian elementary 
schools with 18 teachers and 999 pupils open in Hungary during 
the last school-year.

WORSE CONDITIONS INDUCE RUMANIAN GOVERNMENT 
TO CREATE A  MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE

The Rumanian Government has decided to create a Ministry 
of Foreign Trade. The official explanation states that this is 
necessary, not only because Rumania’s foreign trade connections 
have greatly increased and the intricate problems arising necessi
tate uniform measures, but also because a satisfactory solution of 
economic questions requires strenuous efforts that cannot be made 
successfully unless directed by a central office. But the ’'Universul" 
of 18th February, writing of the urgent necessity of organizing 
this Ministry, admits that there are other reasons that make its 
establishment imperative, viz. the growing complications in 
foreign trade, its increasing intricacy, the shortage of the more 
important industrial raw materials, and the difficulties and 
risks of transport by water. Besides this, naturally other objects 
are to increase foreign trade to the utmost limits possible, ac
quire new export markets and restrict the exportation to certain 
countries of various raw materials, chiefly those that are indis
pensable to the war industries.

TEN NEW M AGYAR READING CLUBS IN BANATE 
OF CROATIA

Not so very long ago it was almost impossible to found 
a new Magyar social or cultural society in that part of Yugo
slavia which is now called the Banate of Croatia; there are, 
however, certain signs and events that seem to indicate that the 
present Croatian regime is displaying great understanding for 
the cultural efforts of the Magyar minority, and that the authori
ties are prepared to help M. Macek, the Deputy Premier, to 
fulfil his promise that all minorites living in the Banate of 
Croatia shall enjoy a complete equality of rights within the 
limits precribed by the Constitution and the laws of the country. 
A  further step towards the fulfilment of this pledge is the founda
tion of ten new Magyar reading clubs in the Banate; the Statutes 
of four of these clubs have already been approved by the autho
rities, and the other six are also hoping for the same favourable 
settlement in the near future. It is reported that several Magyar 
villages in the connties of Slatina and Nashitz have also decided 
to form such clubs. It is, obviously, with great eagerness that 
further news of this newly-inaugurated "policy of fulfilment" are 
being awaited in Hungary.
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