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HUNGARY’S POSITION IN INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS*

EXPOSE OF M. KALMAN KANYA

It is undeniable that there is a certain resemblance between 
the situation in evidence in the case of the Great Powers 
and that in evidence in the case of the countries of the 

Danube Basin. In the case of the Great Powers defects of the 
Treaty of Versailles are an element of disunion; while in the 
Danube Basin the Treaty of Trianon is exercising a decidedly 
disjunctive effect. In both cases intensive efforts are being 
made to bridge over the difficulties. In the case of the 
Danube Basin, however, it was only last year that the re
levant negotiations assumed anything like a serious character; 
for previously the exaggerated sensitiveness of the Little 
Entente States had proved an unsurmountable obstacle. It 
was not until Hungary's international position had become 
stronger that the Little Entente States showed any inclination 
to adopt a more reasonable attitude towards that country or 
to employ a more conciliatory tone.

The negotiations at present being carried on with the 
Little Entente States have as their objects the improvement 
of the situation of the Hungarian minorities, the acknowledg
ment of the equality of rights of the Hungarians, and the 
drafting of declarations to be made reciprocally in the spirit 
of the Kellog Pact. The most important question at issue is 
naturally that relating to the minorities. That they would 
accord the large numbers of Hungarians subjected to their 
rule a proper treatment was an obligation undertaken by the 
Little Entente States under international treaties as a sine 
qua non in return for the cession of enormous areas of new 
territory. This postulate has not yet been carried into

" Speech made by Hungarian Foreign Minister on June 1st during 
Debate on Budget Estimates.
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practical effect; that is why the minority problem is the 
pivotal question of the negotiations now being carried on.

In this connection I feel impelled to explain the 
difficulties confronting us at present; doing so in order to 
motivate the slowness —  by many persons regarded as in
comprehensible — with which these negotiations are pro
ceeding. The most formidable of the difficulties in question 
are those — unfortunately very serious — differences of 
opinion between Hungary and her neighbours due to the 
provisions of the Treaty of Trianon. To bridge over these 
differences is naturally an extremely difficult — and an 
exceptionally delicate — task. The difficulty of the task is 
aggravated by the circumstance that the Little Entente was 
established solely as an anti-Hungarian formation and that 
this anti-Hungarian character of the Little Entente alliance 
is still in evidence today. The three States composing the 
Little Entente alliance have divergent views on very many 
fundamental problems; but they still profess the principle of 
co-operation in respect of dealings with Hungary. We on our 
part are not prepared to treat with the Little Entente as a 
block; while the other Party insists upon any separate agree
ments to be concluded with the three States of the Little 
Entente being in every respect identical. The obstacles in 
the way of uninterrupted negotiations arising in consequence 
may be seen at a glance when we review the respective 
situations of the three States — situations in many respect 
extremely different in character.

The respective international positions of the three States 
cannot by any means be described as identical. Czecho
slovakia has so far utterly failed to bring about correct 
relations with her neighbours; indeed, the situation as be
tween that country and its three neighbours is one of extreme 
tension. Yugoslavia has on the other hand created a more 
peaceful atmosphere on all of her frontiers alike; a circum
stance in striking evidence in Hungary too, the relations 
between the latter country and Yugoslavia having during the 
last two years developed in a favourable direction and 
showing an improvement not in evidence in respect of the 
other two States of the Little Entente. Rumania too has 
succeeded, by abandoning her Russophile policy and by
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strengthening the ties of friendship with Poland, in reinforc
ing her international position.

The situation of the Hungarian minority in Czecho
slovakia is quite different from that of the Hungarian minority 
in Yugoslavia and more decidedly still from that of the 
Hungarian minority in Rumania. In Czecho-Slovakia the 
several minorities combined constitute the majority of the 
population; and their demands for their rights are increasing 
in force daily. In Rumania, although the Rumanians do indeed 
form the majority, we find the numerically strongest of the 
Hungarian minorities, that minority living there in compact 
blocks; and it is a generally known fact that the situation 
of that minority is far harder than that of any of the other 
Hungarian minorities living in Little Entente States. Another 
important divergence is seen when we remember that Czecho
slovakia has never called in question the principle that the 
minority problem is the concern of international politics. 
Rumania, on the other hand, — despite the circumstance that 
she too is a signatory to the international minority-protection 
treaties — professes the principle that the minority question 
is an exclusively domestic matter in which other States have 
no right to interfere. In support of this thesis Rumania is 
very fond of arguing that the Rumanian people is so saturated 
with nationalistic sentiments that the Government is quite 
unable to fulfil the obligations undertaken by agreement with 
other States in respect of the minority question. It is no use 
our referring to the minority agreement concluded between 
Germany and Poland; and it is merely a waste of breath to 
refer to the circumstance that last year, when concluding 
their treaty of friendship, Italy and Yugoslavia found means 
to adjust the minority problem too.

From what has been said it is clear that formidable 
difficulties must obstruct any attempt to reduce to a common 
denominator the negotiations respecting the minority question 
carried on with three States so entirely diverging from one 
another in their situations and their conditions respectively. 
Yet the soundness of the view which regards the minority 
question as of decisive importance is being endorsed more 
and more completely daily by events; and I feel convinced 
that it must be evident to every one that that question has
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assumed the dimensions of an international problem which 
cannot be shelved or ignored.

Not so very long ago our antagonists declared that the 
Hungarians were solely and exclusively responsible for dis
turbing the peace of the Danube Valley; today, on the other 
hand, there are large numbers of persons both in those 
countries with which we are on friendly terms and even in 
those which are on the other side, who lay the blame for the 
delay in restoring a state of tranquillity at the doors of the 
countries forming the Little Entente. In illustration I would 
cite one example only, — the conviction of an absolutely 
unbiassed critic. The French Deputy Pezet, Vice-President of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chamber of Deputies, 
in a book entitled “Fin de VAutriche, Fin d’une Europe” — 
though repudiating the total demand for revision formulated 
by Hungary — establishes the fact that one of the principal 
sources of all the troubles alike is the rigidity with which the 
Little Entente States refuse to agree to an equitable solution 
of the minority question. With your permission I will quote 
one or two relevant passages from M. Pezet's book:

“ . . . The Little Entente States obstinately insist on ob
serving an attitude of refusal and a lack of understanding 
in their dealings with Hungary: so far they have displayed 
an attitude of non-concession and non-agreement, clinging 
unswervingly to the rigid principle of non possumus. The 
policy of compulsion so far pursued by the Little Entente 
States in their treatment of their minorities has resulted 
from a belief that thereby they were bringing about national 
unity in their respective countries."

The attitude of postponement adopted in the “national
ity" question by the Little Entente States has now — 
particularly in Czecho-Slovakia — resulted in a situation 
materially enhancing the unrest and in a grave crisis 
threatening to demolish the whole edifice of European peace.

I feel impelled to say a few words respecting this ques
tion, which has so often been discussed during the last few 
months.

As I have not the slightest intention to contribute myself 
to aggravate the situation, — although there are many state
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ments of importance which I ought to make in this connection 
— , I shall confine myself to stressing one or two significant 
moments which prove the anything but friendly attitude dis
played towards Hungary by Czecho-Slovakia for some years 
past and the exceptional self-control shown by Hungary in 
return.

When, after the conclusion of the Great War, with the 
help of the Great Powers who were her friends, Czecho
slovakia was formed as a State wherein the so-called 
"nationalities" constitute the majority of the population, very 
extensive Hungarian territories were allotted to that country. 
There were many people who hoped that that very circum
stance would prevail upon the Czecho-Slovak Government to 
leave no stone unturned to conciliate Hungary and to lay 
the foundations of normal relations with that country at least 
in economic matters. The official policy of Czecho-Slovakia, 
however, took an entirely different direction; the official 
circles of that Republic apparently presumed that the ex
ceptionally advantageous position of Czecho-Slovakia im
mediately after the War — a position resting exclusively on 
the power of the bayonet — could be maintained for a very 
considerable period. As a consequence of this presumption 
the Czechs treated the Hungarian question in a spirit of off
hand superiority. By establishing a close co-operation with 
Yugoslavia and Rumania Czecho-Slovakia aimed at playing 
the role of a Great Power and was but little concerned with 
the feeling towards her prevailing in Hungary. Whenever 
Hungary showed signs of any movement whatsoever she ad
opted a menacing attitude, repeatedly theratening that 
country with war. And Hungary was made the prime object 
of the very intensive propaganda instituted by the Czechs. 
Romances were written to show the alleged backwardness 
of the Hungarians and the continuous disaffection of that 
recalcitrant people; the result being that we were able to 
trace the hand of Prague in all the bitterest press campaigns 
against Hungary. And I need not waste your time in once 
more telling you how obstinately Prague refused to listen to 
the complaints filed by the Hungarian minority.

It goes without saying that a procedure of this kind — 
indulged in consistently for a very considerable period —
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■was not calculated to inspire among Hungarians any special 
sympathy for their Czecho-Slovak neighbours. But, when last 
year there ensued at last the possibility of negotiations with 
the Little Entente States, we readily agreed to open up dis
cussions, suppressing our legitimate indignation at the events 
of the past. I believe that no more striking proof of our good
will could possibly have been offered.

And now, when the Prague Government — as a con
sequence of the considerable unrest caused recently by the 
“nationality” question — found it expedient to order a partial 
mobilisation, — a mobilisation not confined to the frontiers 
separating Czecho-Slovakia from the German Empire, but 
extending also to the Czecho-Hungarian frontiers —, we 
received this procedure which cannot by any means be de
scribed as friendly, with the utmost composure, refraining 
from every action likely to still further aggravate the situa
tion. We are determined to continue in the future too to 
follow this line of conduct, which we regard as the proper 
and only suitable procedure; but a rapprochement between 
the two States cannot possibly be furthered if Hungary only 
displays goodwill. Hungary will certainly not commit any 
breach of peace; but there are so many diverse "nationalities” 
in Czecho-Slovakia that it will be impossible to guess with 
certainty further developments until all doubt has been re
moved in respect of the extent of the concessions which the 
Prague Government is ready to offer to each and all of the 
disaffected non-Czech nationalities. It goes without saying 
that the same measure must be meted out to all nationalities 
alike.

Great Britain is of the opinion — and she has emphatic
ally informed Prague of her conviction — that only by far- 
reaching concessions will it be possible to satisfactorily settle 
the nationality question. The conviction voiced by Hungary 
long ago, — the conviction, namely, that in the present 
situation the minority question is the pivotal problem upon 
which the maintenance of peace depends — has now been 
endorsed also by that Great Power which is displaying a 
continuously increasing interest in the Central European 
situation and the impartiality of which in this question will, 
I feel sure, not be doubted even by Prague. Future develop
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ments will depend upon whether the Prague Government 
will be able at long last to make up its mind to issue a 
Nationality Charter calculated to re-assure the numerically 
exceptionally strong minorities living in Czecho-Slovakia, or 
whether it will yield to the pressure of certain circles and 
allow itself to be plunged into foolhardy political specula
tions not in the very least calculated to serve the cause of 
peace? Upon the answer to this question depends the answer 
to the other question, — will the relief of the tension now in 
evidence prove lasting or not?

And now, in conclusion, I should like to summarise the 
gist of my expose briefly as follows:

It would be self-delusion to refuse to see the serious 
difficulties — or indeed dangers — now in evidence in inter
national life; but it would be just as great a mistake to fail 
to realise that all the Great Powers having a decisive voice 
in the question of peace and war are seriously determined in 
their desire for peace, and that they all without exception 
shrink from the very idea of war. Proudly and self
consciously we herewith declare that Hungary on her part 
has in every respect agreed to the open questions with which 
she is confronted — of which questions very many are un
fortunately still unsettled — being adjusted by peaceful 
means. We have pursued this policy sincerely and with con
viction, — if only because there is no single Hungarian ques
tion that cannot be included within the framework of a 
genuine peace policy. Our friendly connections with certain 
States are really in the service of the aims of genuine peace; 
that is why we foster those connections so consistently and 
with such sincere perseverance. That is why Premier Imredy 
was able to point to the unshaken stability of Hungary’s 
international policy so unequivocally and so decidedly as to 
preclude the possibility of any misunderstanding. The friend
ship between Hungary and Italy is as strong and as firm as 
ever; and it is a political old wives’ tale to assert that Italy 
at the present moment shows less interest in Hungary than 
she did previously. Firm too are the connections between 
Hungary and Germany, which can never be undermined by 
any calumny. In our relations with Poland I would point to 
the intact and unchanged character of the sincere and
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intimate friendship the fostering of which we have always 
regarded as an object of prime importance.

Of late many statements of a friendly character have 
been made by Czecho-Slovak and Rumanian statesmen. They 
have assured us that they desire to enter into relations of 
sincere friendship with Hungary. On behalf of my Govern
ment I beg to thank the Czecho-Slovak and Rumanian states
men in question for their declarations and to add on my part 
that the goodwill of the Hungarian Government in respect of 
that issue is unchanged, that Government trusting that the 
statesmen of the two neighbouring countries will in the im
mediate future put their encouraging words of kindness into 
practice.

We have made our national defence policy also an 
instrument for the service of peace. The Hungarian nation 
is ready to make the greatest sacrificices for the development 
of its army. In this period of international unrest we cannot 
allow our country to remain defenceless and exposed to 
eventual attacks from without.

I would end my speech with the assurance born of con
viction that, so long as the Great Powers continue their 
efforts to preserve peace, —  provided all the States of the 
Danube Basin pursue just as sincere a peace policy as Hun
gary — , the catastrophe of a war will not visit this very 
sorely-tried part of the world.
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S NATIONALITY 
PROBLEMS

BY
Dr. ANDREW FALL

(Continued)
Common Grievances of All Nationalities

All five non-Czech nationalities of the Czecho-Slovak State 
complain of the same grievances: the principal cause of the
discontent and dissatisfaction of all five nationalities alike are the 
provisions of the Constitution (Charter) promulgated on February 
29th., 1920, as Law No. 121 and of the constitutional enactments 
supplementing that Charter. This Constitution was framed and 
passed by the so-called "Revolutionary National Assembly”, in 
which only the Czechs were represented by elected delegates —  
by those elected at the Austrian Reichsrat and Provincial Diet 
elections of 1911. The Germans, Magyars, Poles and Ruthenians, 
on the other hand, were not invited to send representatives to 
the Constituent Assembly; and even the “delegates” of the Slovaks 
were appointed by Government, not elected by the people, the 
"delegates" being with one or two exceptions selected from among 
the so-called “Czecho-Slovaks” , i, e. from among those Slovaks 
who were ready unconditionally to obey the commands of 
Prague. Under these circumstances all the non-Czech nationalities 
alike are impelled to regard the Constitution as having been 
foisted on the country by force (octroi).

When framing the Czecho-Slovak Constitution the responsible 
authorities cynically forgot the promises made in Geneva by the 
Czecho-Slovak Peace Delegation in the Note dated May 20th., 
1919, in which that Delegation undertook to put into practice 
the fundamental principles of Switzerland, at the same time simply 
ignoring the institutions in the field of nationality law incor
porated in law long before the outbreak of the Great War by 
Austria (nationality section of provincial educational and agrarian 
boards, nationality election courts, etc.) and Hungary (Croatian 
autonomy, autonomy of Greek Oriental —  Serbian and Rumanian 
—  Churches=autonomy of Serbian and Rumanian nations) —  
the two countries so often and so virulently attacked and abused 
by Czech propaganda.

The Czecho-Slovak Constitution does not acknowledge the 
non-Czech nationalities as such; nor does it endow those

9



DANUBIAN REVIEW

nationalities with any form of territorial self-government rights: 
it is based on extreme centralism —  a system absolutely un
justifiable in a State which is so characteristically a "nationality" 
State. The administrative laws of 1920 and 1927 and the big 
counties or provinces (Bohemia, Moravia-Silesia, Slovakia and 
Ruthenia) established by those laws —  which are not homogeneous 
"national'', but heterogeneous "nationality" areas —  also ensured 
merely a very limited selfgovernment, as may be seen most 
strikingly from the provisions of the laws in question in terms of 
which the discussion of political questions is precluded in 
principle from the meetings of the representative assemblies. One- 
third of the Members of those assemblies are appointed by 
Government, not elected by the inhabitants, the sections of the 
several nationalities who have remained loyal to their respective 
nations (particularly in the case of the Magyars) being con
sistently ignored. In its work of restricting the scope of local 
government Prague has adopted extreme measures; Law 122 of 
1933 actually goes so far as to make the election of parish 
(village) magistrates and councils subject to the approval of the 
Ministry of the Interior.

Nor did the Czech authorities consider it necessary to 
incorporate word for word in the Constitution even the provisions 
of the Minority Treaty concluded at Saint-Germain-en-Laye 
between Czecho-Slovakia and the Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers; certain reservations being subjoined which leave the 
way open for putting into force through the medium of ordinary 
laws and ordinances legal rules diametrically opposed to the letter 
and spirit of the Minority Treaty. A  circumstance characteristic 
of the procedure adopted by the Czechs is that the first sentence 
of Article 8. of the Minority Treaty, which ensures minority 
citizens, not only equality of rights, but also actual equality, 
was omitted altogether from the text of the Constitution.

What has been said above makes it quite clear that the 
Czecho-Slovak Constitution is not based on the principle of 
democracy so often stressed and employed as a catchword, 
by the Czechs, whose assertions are unfortunately still taken 
for gospel by certain persons in Western Europe; nor is 
that Constitution based on the principle of justice proclaimed 
by the solemn words of the introductory section of the Minority 
Treaty. Now as concerns the question of democracy in particular, 
that is not in force at all except perhaps within the settlement 
area of the Czech people; the non-Czech nationalities are not 
allowed to enjoy it. The members ot these nationalities are 
regarded by the Czechs as "second-rate", “third-rate” or “fourth- 
rate" citizens and are not entitled to enjoy the liberty either 
which is the other chief pillar of the minority treaty. This fact 
may be seen from what follows:
Law 50 of 1923 (the Defence of the Republic Act) introduced a
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whole series of new political offences and threw tens of thousands 
of "nationality" citizens into prison. This Law, combined with 
the provisions of Law 124 of 1933 supplementing the same 
and with the Press Act (Law 124 of 1924), apart from introducing 
a ruthless practice of confiscation, veritably choked the 
"nationality" press. Not a day passes without the Censor 
confiscating one or other of the “nationality" organs. The 
political and social leaders of the non-Czech nationalities are 
watched and shadowed by the police, their correspondence and 
their telephones being also put under control.

Domiciliary visits and the searching of the pockets and the 
stripping of the bodies of persons crossing the frontiers are 
everyday occurrences. The Czecho-Slovak State has in its employ 
spies and informers controlling the movements and listening to 
the conversations of Czecho-Slovak citizens even in foreign 
countries. W e know of cases in which mere attendance at foreign 
balls or residence in foreign student hostels sufficed to subject 
the “delinquents” to criminal procedure and in the case of minority 
citizens even resulted in the imprisonment of the persons thus 
charged. Even persons absolutely unconnected with political life 
are being constantly refused passports. No wonder that the 
members of the non-Czech minorities regard Czecho-Slovakia in 
the light of a prison, comparing the police rule prevailing there to 
the Metternich system which long ago embittered the lives of their 
great-grandfathers and also had Czechs as its most obsequious 
agents. The unceasing chicanery and the continual pin-pricks 
weigh like a nightmare on the nerve-racked minority citizens and 
have contributed in no small measure to aggravate the internal 
conditions of the country. To Prague every individual minority 
citizens is a suspect; not a single minority citizen is trusted; 
and they are all alike treated, not as friends, but as enemies, 
the natural psychical reaction of this treatment being that the 
minority citizens do not trust the State.

Another characteristic feature of the Czecho-Slovak system 
of nationality oppression —  a feature differentiating that system 
from all those previously in force, not excluding even the system 
employed in the days of Russian Czarism —  is the endeavour to 
undermine even the economic existence of the minority citizens. 
The methods used in carrying this endeavour into practice are 
as follows: the ignoring of the non-Czech nationalities when 
awarding public contracts or contracting for public works, the 
exclusion of the nationality districts from the enjoyment of the 
benefits of State investments, the preferential treatment of Czechs 
in connection with the carrying out of the land reform measure, 
the employment in the big administrative organisations of the 
State of a quota of minority citizens far below that postulated 
by their ratio of the population, the exclusion from public offices
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of persons of non-Czech nationality or the ignoring of the claim 
to promotion of officials belonging to non-Czech nationalities, the 
fixing of pensions of smaller amounts for pensioners who were 
members of the Hungarian or Austrian public services, etc., etc. 
These methods were first employed as against the Magyars; later 
on, for the purposes of what the authorities were pleased to call 
"the de-industrialisation of Slovakia and Ruthenia", came the 
turn of the Slovaks and Ruthenians; while in the thirties the 
same methods were applied also to the Sudeta Germans and the 
Poles. As a consequence of this economic policy the manufacturing 
industry of Slovakia and Ruthenia was completely destroyed al
ready in the first ten years after the establishment of the 
Republic, while in the second decade of the existence of Czecho
slovakia the manufacturing industry of the Sudeta German area 
(in pre-War days the glory of the industry of the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy) was also reduced to a deplorable condition.

(To be continued)
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STRUGGLE OF HUNGARIANS 
IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

BY
OBSERVATOR

(Continued)

A very original means of breaking the power of 
Hungarian capital were the banking laws drafted in the year 
1924. Having first weakened the mobility of the Hungarian 
banking institutes by refusing to redeem their war loan 
bonds, and having placed them at a decided disadvantage 
by conferring special benefits on the branches of the Czech 
banks in Slovakia and Ruthenia, the Czechs organised the 
so-called ‘ ‘re-construction and general banking fund" for the 
assistance of the banking institutes which had got into dif
ficulties. Although contributions have to be made — accord
ing to a progressive scale fixed by the said laws — towards 
the maintenance of this fund also by the Hungarian banks, 
and although these Hungarian banks have the first claim to 
such assistance, of the thousands of millions allotted out of 
this fund not a single filler has ever been given to a 
Hungarian bank, whereas particular stress hs been laid on 
the application against them of the provisions of the said 
laws which provide facilities for compelling banks which 
have got into difficulties to amalgamate with other institutes 
or to get their affairs liquidated by other institutes or in any 
case to get themselves placed under control. To put it 
mildly, this system means that the big Czech banks are being 
supported also out of the money contributed by the 
Hungarian banking institutes, the object being to enable those 
big Czech banks to gradually absorb the latter.

The very existence of large numbers of Hungarians has 
been menaced continually also by the finding of the Czecho
slovak Administrative Tribunal taken at the end of 1923 
which — in defiance of the treaties of peace and of the laws 
in force in the State too — acknowledged as Czecho-Slovak

13



DANUB1AN REVIEW

nationals only those inhabitants of Slovakia and Ruthenia 
who had been domiciled expressly as possessing pertinenza 
in a parish of those provinces prior to January 1st., 1910. 
Now, seeing that under the Hungarian Act XXII. of 1886 
pertinenza (or right of domicile) was under certain condi
tions obtainable automatically too, large numbers of 
Hungarians (Magyars) living in Czecho-Slovakia one fine 
day awoke to find that — though they had obtained a right 
of domicile prior to January 1st., 1910 — they were not 
acknowledged as being Czecho-Slovak nationals and had 
therefore become "homeless” . This tendentious finding of the 
Administrative Tribunal was the cause of a whole series of 
tragedies: its disastrous effects too affected the Hungarians 
most seriously. As a consequence Hungarian deputies were 
deprived of their seats, electors lost their right of suffrage, 
public employees lost their posts, pensioners lost their 
pensions, lawyers, doctors and workers lost their livelihood; 
indeed, on similar grounds poor Hungarians were refused 
admission even to the public hospitals. And this is one 
of the most serious grievances of the Hungarians of Czecho
slovakia: it is a problem which the Czecho-Slovak legislature 
has so far made no attempt to solve, that showing that the 
authorities are deliberately intent on keeping a considerable 
proportion of the Hungarians in a state of continuous 
suspense, reducing them to the condition of pariahs. A  case 
very aptly illustrating this anomaly is that of Stephen Szi- 
nyei-Merse, the scion of an ancient family which has lived 
since the thirteenth century in the section of Saros County 
belonging to Slovakia; this gentleman, who was at one time 
Lord Lieutenant of the County and during the Great War 
served as Governmental Commissioner in several counties 
and in acknowledgment of his exceptional services received 
from Francis Joseph I. the title of Privy Councillor, has not 
been acknowledged as possessing the right of domicile in 
Slovakia or as entitled to Czecho-Slovak citizenship.

Maybe in the above passage we have dealt somewhat 
too exhaustively with the events of the years from 1918 to 
1920; but we thought it necessary to do so, because it was 
in those years that were laid the foundations of the system 
still employed by Prague in its dealings with the Magyars.
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In what follows we shall give a more concise account of the 
events which have happened since that period.

Complete Deterioration of Cultural and
Economic Situation of Magyars (1925—33).

Although they have never made a secret of their convic
tion that they were incorporated in the Czecho-Slovak State 
against their will, the Magyars have nevertheless loyally 
fulfilled the duties devolving upon them as citizens of that 
State; they have at all times confined themselves to the 
ways and means ensured them under the Czecho-Slovak 
Constitution and the Czecho-Slovak laws in their endeavour 
to improve their situation, — an endeavour which has 
unfortunately proved futile. In 1926, when after the fall of 
the Czech National Coalition a bourgeois Government sup
ported by the German '‘activists” and the Slovak People's 
Party came into power, the Hungarian (Magyar) National 
Party, which party had received the largest number of 
Hungarian votes at the 1925 parliamentary elections, entered 
into negotiations with the largest Czech party — the 
Agrarian Party — but was very soon compelled to realise 
that the Czechs had not the slightest inclination to comply 
with even the modest demands formulated by the Hungarians. 
It is very much to the credit of the political foresight of the 
leaders of the Hungarian minority that under these circum
stances they refused to follow the lead of the Sudeta German 
“ activists” , who until quite recently were represented in the 
Czecho-Slovak Government, without however having been 
able to obtain for their people any concessions whatsoever.

The Hungarians did not follow the lead of the latter 
during the debate of the 1927 Public Administration Act 
either; they refused to vote for it. This Act — which 
abolished the large county system previously in force — re
organised Slovakia and Bohemia, Moravia-Silesia and 
Ruthenia, as provinces; and the situation of the Hungarians 
was no wise improved (indeed, it was actually made worse) 
when it was ordained that one-third of the Members of the 
Provincial Diet were to be officially appointed, thereby 
enhancing the power of the bureaucracy. The authorities
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responsible for appointing the Members of the Provincial Diet 
once more ignored the claims of the two Hungarian (Magyar) 
parties.

The action initiated by Lord Rothermere in 1927 for a 
revision of the Treaty of Trianon and the sensational political 
trial of Dr. Tuka in 1929 exposed the Hungarians to fresh 
avalanches of persecution. On both occasions domiciliary 
visits and arrests were once more the order of the day, — 
although the Hungarians (Magyars) had not played and 
indeed could not have played — any active role either in the 
Rothermere action or in the Tuka affair, which was the 
outcome of a movement to obtain Slovak autonomy.

Although the Government was not able to prevent the 
Hungarians from establishing cultural and social associations 
similar to those established at the very outset with its per
mission by the Sudeta Germans and the Poles, it nevertheless 
continued to paralyse the educational efforts of the 
Hungarians; and the Slovak League (Slovenska Liga), in the 
operations of which an active role has always been — and 
is still being —  played by State officials and school 
inspectors, made more strenuous efforts than ever to de
nationalise the Hungarian (Magyar) settlement area. While 
on the one hand the Hungarian schools were closed in many 
villages predominantly Magyar in population, on the other 
hand, in other villages not containing a single "Czecho
slovak" except the gendarmes and excise officers, school 
have been established with “Czecho-Slovak" (whatever that 
may be) as the language of instruction, the Czechs delibera
tely furnishing and equipping the same most luxuriously 
and by the distribution of clothing and Christmas presents 
enticing the Hungarian children to attend them in order that 
they might be "kneaded" into "Czecho-Slovaks" (whatever 
that may be). It was at this period that M. Milan Hodza, 
the present Prime Minister, in his capacity as Minister of 
Education, ordained that the terms spent at Hungarian 
universities and colleges were not to be accepted as equi
valent to terms spent at Czecho-Slovak universities etc., and 
that diplomas obtained at the Hungarian universities and 
colleges were not to be incorporated in Czecho-Slovakia. By 
this measure Government made it impossible for the younger
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generations of Hungarians living in Czecho-Slovakia to study 
in universities and colleges in Dismembered Hungary. Ob
stacles of continually increasing gravity were thrown in the 
way of writers, singers and actors from Hungary who desired 
to give lectures, concerts or performances respectively in 
the Hungarian towns of Slovakia and Ruthenia; at the same 
time, in Pozsony and at Kassa, the two largest towns in 
Slovakia, the Hungarian theatrical season was limited to six 
weeks; and — in defiance of the Czecho-Slovak laws 
themselves — the authorities refused to allow (and indeed 
still refuse to allow) Hungarian actors even to set foot in 
those towns in which —  according to the data of the Czecho
slovak Census — the Magyars do not represent 20% of the 
population. The Hungarian papers appearing in Budapest — 
with the exception of one or two Opposition, particularly 
Social Democratic, organs — were banned (and are still 
banned) from Czecho-Slovakia; at the same time, however, 
with the support of the Government, a paper written in 
Hungarian but Czech in spirit (“A  Nap” ) was started, which 
—  like its forerunner, "A  Reggel" — regarded it as its prime 
duty to abuse Hungary, the Hungarian nation and the 
leaders of the Hungarian minority of Czecho-Slovakia. (“A  
Nap" later on ceased to appear; but in 1932 its role was 
taken over by the “Magyar Ujsag".) In like manner the 
Czecho-Slovak Government bribed a few renegade 
Hungarians — compositors and journalists who had fled 
from Hungary after the fall of Bela Kun — and attempted 
with their help (though naturally with very little success) 
to entice the Hungarian people to join the Czech Agrarian 
Party and the Czech Social Democratic Party. It goes 
without saying that these methods were not particularly 
calculated to improve the relations existing between Govern
ment on the one hand and on the other the Hungarian 
Deputies and Senators who at every election could rely upon 
the confidence of at least a quarter of a million Magyar 
electors.

Nor did the Language Order issued in 1926 do anything 
whatsoever to improve the situation of the Magyars. Apart 
from the fact that the bulk of the Articles (some hundred in 
number) of this Order were never put into practice, it was
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very shortly followed by the measure instituted by Govern
ment which in four districts (Kassa, Rimaszombat, Nyitra, 
Galszecs) abolished the linguistic rights to which the Ma
gyars were entitled in their dealings with courts of law and 
with the administrative authorities. Under the Language Act 
of 1920 the Magyars possess linguistic rights in all districts 
in which they repressent not less than 20% of the population. 
According to the results shown by the 1921 Census, the 
Magyars represented more than the prescribed minimum of 
20°/o. Government however ovverreached the law by detach
ing numerous Magyar villages from and attaching several 
Slovak villages to the districts in question; thus by a trick 
reducing the proportion of Magyars to less than 20°/o and 
thereby robbing the Magyars of their linguistic rights. The 
same method had been employed already in 1920 in Pozsony, 
the Capital of Slovakia. This example shows most strikingly 
that certain laws drafted by the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
which are apparently favourable to the minorities serve 
merely to throw dust in the eyes of foreign countries.

When, after the parliamentary elections in 1929, the 
bourgeois Government was replaced by a Cabinet which 
enjoyed the support of all the Czech parties (with the 
exception of the Communists) and of two German “activist” 
parties, at first it looked as if Government felt impelled to 
make certain overtures to the Magyars, who in the first ten 
years since the establishment of the Republic had been sub
jected to so much suffering and persecution. In 1930 the 
President of the Republic, Dr. Masaryk, placed a wreath on 
the grave of Imre Madach, the great Hungarian poet and 
philosopher, at Alsosztregova and offered the sum of 1,000,000 
crowns for the establishment of a Hungarian scientific, 
literary and artistic association. It very soon transpired, how
ever, that this gesture merely served as a means of counter
acting the revision movement that was assuming constantly 
increasing dimensions in foreign countries. For the new 
association was placed under the direction of men in whom 
the Hungarians had not the remotest confidence, while the 
Magyar writers, savants and artists who clung loyally to 
their nation were completely thrust into the background.

It was about this time that the waves of the great
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economic crisis reached Czecho-Slovakia; and those waves 
destroyed everything that the "de-industrialisation” action 
had left in Slovakia and Ruthenia. Not once during the crisis 
did the Magyars receive any assistance from Government; 
on the contrary, the "tax-screw” was applied more and more 
ruthlessly against them. The fact that the bailiffs actually 
removed from his pocket the gold watch of M. Andrew 
Korlath, the leader of the Magyars of Ruthenia, — as they 
emptied the pockets also of many other Hungarians — , while 
the Czech tax-payer were being treated with the utmost 
indulgence, speaks volumes. No wonder, then, that the Hun
garians began to feel that Prague wished to strip them of 
everything. The Magyar farmers of the Csallokoz district, 
who had to contend, not only with the crisis, but with the 
consequences of a whole series of Acts of God, received only 
very half-hearted support from the Prague Government (and 
that despite the constant appeals of the Hungarian Deputies 
and Senators); and when at a later period the system of a 
corn monopoly was introduced for the purpose of relieving 
the agrarian crisis, the Government paid the Magyar farmers 
for their products far lower prices than those which were 
given to the Czech farmers.

Fatal “Mailed Fist” policy (1933—38).

The economic crisis was just at its height when a fresh 
campaign of political persecution was started against the 
Hungarians, In 1933, as a consequence of the repercussion 
of the establishment of the Third Empire the Sudeta Germans 
began to shoW restlessness too; and the waves of the 
autonomist movement among the Slovaks also began to rise. 
Although the Magyars had nothing whatsoever to do with 
these events, the measures instituted by Prague for the 
purpose of checking these movements hit the Hungarians 
very hard — probably affecting them ever more seriously 
than they did the Sudeta Germans and the Slovaks. The 
"Pragai Magyar Hirlap” , the leading organ of the Hungarians 
of Czecho-Slovakia, was — under Act 124 of 1922 — placed 
under an embargo for three months in 1933 and again, in 
September, 1934, for another three months. Several leading
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members of the Magyar minority (Vozary, Member of the 
Provincial Diet, Koves, editor-in-chief of a Hungarian paper, 
Coteli, a lawyer), were thrown into prison. Ladies (e. g. Mrs. 
Stephen Tornallyay) were maltreated — in winter, in un
heated prison cells. In terms of Act 122 of 1933, according 
to the provisions of which the elections of village magistrates 
were not valid until approved by the Minister of the Interior, 
approval of the elections of local magistrates was refused 
to a whole series of Magyar villages. A  very striking instance 
of these abuses is what has happened at Szepsi, a small 
market-town, where the authorities have refused three times: 
in succession to approve the election of magistrate; indeed,, 
quite recently the representative council was dissolved four 
times in succession simply because it had dared to appeal 
to the Administrative Tribunal against the finding of the 
Provincial Office in a question of expropriation. And the 
representative council of Kassa, the second largest town in 
Slovakia, has been dissolved merely because it demanded 
the erection of a suitable building for the Hungarian classes 
of the "realgymnasium” there; for, as things stand at present, 
the Hungarian pupils are compelled to go to school in the 
afternoons and evenings. The above cases show also that the 
Hungarians (Magyars) are unable to live their own ethnic 
life even in their villages.

The authorities on one occasion refused to intervene 
when — at Eperjes — the rabble forcibly stopped an amateur 
performance and beat the distinguished persons who were 
to take part in the performance. At Kassa, on the occasion of 
the bicentenary of the death of Francis Rakoczi II., the great 
champion of Hungarian liberty, proceedings were instituted 
against many persons who collaborated in the work of pre
paring the celebrations. Despite the provisions of Act 233 of 
1935 no district "city" schools with Magyar as the language 
of instruction have been established in the districts inhabited 
by Hungarians; in the small town of Szepsi, for instance, 
which is inhabited almost exclusively by Magyars, there is 
not a single Magyar “city" school for the use of the 15,000 
Magyars living there, though there is a Slovak school. 
Complaints are being lodged in increasing numbers charging 
the Czech teachers with brutally treating the Hungarian
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children, — the treatment being indeed in many cases so 
brutal that the children have to be taken to hospital in a 
critical condition, the drums of their ears being damaged by 
blows, while in other cases the pupils are kicked downstairs, 
etc., etc.

The Present Situation.
At the end of 1935 the Hungarian Deputies — in the 

hope that thereby they would succeed perhaps in bringing 
about an improvement in the lot of their racial brethren — 
voted for the first time at the election of President. It was 
to their support too that Dr. Edward Benes owed his election 
to the office of Head of State. At a very critical period 
during the election campaign Dr. Benes begged for the 
-support of the Magyars, and — after he had declared that 
the demands submitted to him were all without exception 
such as could be fulfilled — he received that support. 
Nevertheless, there was no change whatsoever in the situation 
after his election. Indeed, one of the very first laws pro
mulgated with his signature — the Defence of the State Act
— proved the source of fresh bitter suffering to the Hun
garians. For under this Act practically the whole of the 
settlement area of the Magyars was declared to be “ State 
Defence Zone" — i. e. a territory in which a whole series of 
exceptional measures are in force even in times of peace. 
Even the most insignificant building activity, for instance, 
has to be approved in advance by the military authorities; 
real estate of every kind may be expropriated; and the 
approval of the military authorities is required in most cases 
by persons desirous to undertake industrial operations. Under 
the provisions of this Act persons may be — and are being
— dismissed from or transferred from establishments of 
importance from the point of view of the Defence of the State 
merely because they have relatives with strong Magyar 
feelings. We see, therefore, that this Act affects the very 
existence of the Hungarians of Czecho-Slovakia.

Nor did any relief of the situation of the Hungarian 
minority result from the agreement concluded on February 
18th., 1937, between the Government and the German 
“ activists” , in which the Government promised that in minor
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ity territories local workers would be given the preference, 
that more minority citizens would be admitted to the State 
service than before, that the cultural life of the minorities 
would be granted support in proportion to their respective 
ratios of the population, and that there would be certain 
concessions in respect of the use of minority languages. How
ever, as the Hungarian Deputy Count John Esterhazy 
showed, in a speech delivered on February 8th., 1938, there 
is not a single Magyar official in any of the Prague Ministries, 
nor is any Hungarian to be found among the school inspectors 
and the district prefects, while there are no inscriptions or 
notices in Magyar in any of the post offices or at any of 
the railway stations, and there are still 13,000 Magyar 
children compelled to attend schools controlled by other 
races, etc., etc. Only the other day the authorities again 
refused to fulfil the request of the town of Leva (Levica) 
submitted so often before to the effect that a parallel Hun
garian section should be organised in the local “ real- 
gymnasium". Aladar R. Vozary, a Hungarian Member of the 
Ruthenian Diet, was called to order — and indeed had pro
ceedings instituted against him — for having spoken in 
Hungarian at a meeting of the Diet. And the Government 
has only just issued an Order giving instructions that at 
railway stations and in post offices in districts with a Hun
garian majority Magyar inscriptions and notices too must 
be used, — though the 1920 Language Act eighteen years 
ago guaranteed the linguistic rights of the Hungarians in 
those districts in which the Magyars represent at least 20%> 
of the population. The extensive propagation of the terms 
of this provision once more shows that Prague is still 
anxious to throw dust in the eyes of the world.

This was the situation when, on March 12th. last, the 
question of the “Anschluss" and the Czecho-Slovak problem 
suddenly became an international question. Geza Sziillo, 
President of the Parliamentary Club of the United Hungarian 
Party, joined with the Deputies of the other oppressed 
peoples of Czecho-Slovakia in supporting the demand for 
autonomy put forward by the Slovaks. But, while the whole 
world watches with breathless suspense the development of 
the Czecho-Slovak question, the Czecho-Slovak Government
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so far (i. e. down to the end of April) has failed to take a 
step towards fulfilling the legitimate demands of the Hun
garians (the most unfairly treated of all the non-Czech 
nationalities of the Republic) and is indeed actually con
tinuing its policy of persecution. Stephen Kerekes, for 
instance, a universally respected and distinguished Hungarian 
living in Ruthenia, who is nearly eighty years of age, and 
several of his friends have been arrested, while domiciliary 
visits have been made to the premises of numerous local 
organisations of the United Hungarian Party. Many Hunga-* 
rians have been refused passports — no reason being given 
for the refusal. Nor does the new Bill relating to citizenship 
solve the problem which has made tens of thousands of 
Magyars “homeless" in their native land. We can still feel 
the oppression of the suffocating atmosphere which for 
twenty years has been a nightmare to every Magyar living 
in Czecho-Slovakia.

It is really incomprehensible that Prague — though 
seeing the international political firmament overclouded and 
charged with electricity — should nevertheless continue the 
anti-Magyar policy which it has pursued for the last twenty 
years. On the threshold of the twelfth hour we declare that 
the only possibility of an internal settlement of the Czecho
slovak Problem is the creation of a federative system and 
a corresponding amendment of the Constitution. It is too 
late for the Sudeta German question to be solved alone, for 
the other non-Czech nationalities quite naturally demand 
the granting to them of the same rights as those to be 
granted to the Germans; nor can the Hungarian minority 
question be regarded as an isolated question: it must be 
solved in connection with the problems of the other non- 
Czech nationalities; for the Hungarians could not possibly 
renounce the advantages accruing to them too from a 
united struggle of all the nationalities combined.

From the very outset the Magyars have supported the 
autonomist struggle of the Slovaks and Ruthenians, joining 
their ranks in the fight to obtain the territorial autonomy 
guaranteed Slovakia under the Pittsburg Convention and 
Ruthenia under the Minority Treaty of Saint Germain which 
has so far not been put into effect. There is no contradiction
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whatsoever between this demand for autonomy and the 
separate demand formulated by the Magyars to the effect 
that they should be granted cultural self-government within 
the frame of the autonomy in question, that their status as 
an artificial person should be acknowledged in the Constitu
tion, and that the said cultural autonomy should extend to 
every person declaring himself to be a Magyar, wherever 
that person may live in the territory of Slovakia or Ruthenia. 
The developments of recent weeks have unequivocally 
justified the legitimate character of the demands of the 
Magyars and have at the same time proved the necessity of 
the fight carried on for the last twenty years in the Czecho
slovak Republic by the Magyars wrested from their native 
land against their will and without their wishes being 
consulted who have been persecuted to the death, hindered 
from continuing their cultural development and economically 
ruined, — a fight carried on against the Czecho-Slovak 
system of government which is already utterly discredited 
in the eyes of the League of Nations and of all other inter
national forums. This struggle is a sad but glorious chapter 
in the common history of the Magyar nation, the last four 
centuries of which are one long record of struggles for the 
vindication of its human and national rights.

The foreign propaganda of the Czecho-Slovak State has 
during the last twenty years left no stone unturned to 
palliate the anti-Magyar policy of the Czecho-Slovak Govern
ment and to blacken the character of the persecuted 
Hungarians in the eyes of the outside world. In the country 
itself the Government has practically never lifted a finger 
to redress the unceasing wrongs complained of by the 
Hungarians. That Government promised humanism, demo
cracy, an “Eastern Switzerland''; but in reality it has never 
shown any humanity in its treatment of the Magyars, having 
employed the police methods of Metternich and Bach to 
torture the Hungarians and having naturalised the 
nationality policy of the Balkans in the very heart of Central 
Europe.

Instead of giving the non-Czech nationalities subjected 
to Czech rule even the minimum granted to the Czechs in 
pre-War Austria (a minimum at which the Czechs grumbled
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very much at the time), the Czecho-Slovak Government has 
done all in its power — in the name of the lying fiction 
dubbed a "national State" — to de-nationalise the Magyars; 
and — happily without success — that Government has left 
no stone unturned to incite the Slovaks and Ruthenians 
against the Huugarians, with whom they had lived in peace
ful friendship for over a thousand years.

The Hungarians and the other non-Czech nationalities 
have repeatedly submitted a joint proposal to the effect 
that a parliamentary commission should be delegated to 
study the minority question; but that proposal has not yet 
been even put up for discussion. The readiness of the 
Magyars to discuss the matter has been met with shrugs of 
the shoulder; and the promises made on the occasion of the 
last election of the President of the Republic have never been 
fulfilled, the situation since that time having indeed 
continually deteriorated. Today the whole world knows 
where justice lies. It is up to Prague now — before it is too 
late — to take the consequences of this fact.

25



THE GREAT PLAIN OF HUNGARY
PETOFl’S “ALFOLD“

BY
CATHERINE DALLAS

The Great Plain of Hungary covers an area of over
100.000 square kilometres. It is a natural basin en
circled for the greater part by the Carpathians. Once 

it was the top of a mountain system, the "Hungarian Massive", 
but when the Carpathians were thrust up, it sank to form 
a vast salt inland sea. In the course of time the salt disap
peared and it became a fresh-water lake, which also vanished, 
leaving a dry basin, through which two mighty streams, the 
Danube and the Tisza, flow. When the Magyars took posses
sion of Hungary a thousand years ago, under the leadership 
of Arpad, the Great Plain presented a very different appear
ance from what it does today. It was better watered and 
better wooded. The rivers were not regulated and in many 
places overflowed their banks, creating large impenetrable 
swamps teeming with water-fowl of every description. Even 
as late as the beginning of the nineteenth century, great 
stretches of the Plain along the rivers were marshes infested 
with horse-flies that made travel through them dangerous for 
man and beast. In was no light task to subdue these waters 
and force big rivers like the Danube and Tisza, or even their 
tributaries, to well-regulated behaviour.

When the Magyars, driven out of their ancestral home 
by some unknown cause — perhaps the pressure of other 
migrating tribes behind them or some material adversity — 
crossed the ridges of the Carpathians in their march west
wards and saw, stretching out before them, the wide expanse 
of the Plain, they must have regarded it as a Promised 
Land. To a semi-nomadic steppe people, horsemen, hunters 
and breeders of flocks and herds, it surely seemed an ideal
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habitation. No wonder they decided to go no farther, though 
had they known the trials and vicissitudes awaiting them 
there, they might have thought better of settling on the high
road to the West, where they were exposed to the attacks 
of the Mongols and the Turks bent on conquering Christian 
Europe. At the time of their arrival the Plain was but 
sparsely populated by sporadic tribes of Slavs. These Slavs 
were not organized as a nation, and thus the Magyars were 
the first state-building people whose hegemony extended 
over the entire basin of the Carpathians. The wise founder 
of the Hungarian political State, St. Stephen (997— 1038), 
who was canonized for his work of converting the pagan 
Magyars to Christianity, was the first crowned King of Hun
gary. The present year, the nine hundredth anniversary of 
his death, has been proclaimed a Holy Year by the Pope.

To the eye unaccustomed to roam unchecked to the hori
zon the first impression of the Great Plain is one of disap
pointment. Flat as a table, with nothing higher than a clump 
of acacias or a man-made mound to break the level monotony, 
it seems tame and colourless, and it is only with familiarity 
that its charms grow on the stranger. Colourless is no mere 
figure of speech, especially in summer, for the deep greens 
of the mountain-lands are toned down here to a uniform 
drabness by the fierce rays of a pitiless sun beating down 
from a sky of brass. The tender green grass of spring has 
been burnt to the clayey colour of the soil it covers; the 
wheat-fields are seas of yellow ears, and only the serried 
ranks of maize-stalks and patches of potatoes afford a wel
come relief to the eye.

Dotted all over the Plain are the tanyak. This is a system 
of farming peculiar to the Great Plain of Hungary. A  tanya 
is a farmstead without any commodious dwelling-house, only 
a but-and-ben, stables for the oxen and horses, sheds for 
farm implements and accomodation for the farm-hands. In 
winter the owner lives in the nearest town or village, return
ing to the farm only when the agricultural season begins. The 
system arose at the time of the Turkish conquest, when for 
safety people left their farms and went to live in larger com
munities; going forth in times of peace to till the land and
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-withdrawing to the nearest community when danger threat
ened the lonely farmsteads. Even the towns sometimes 
afforded inadequate protection, for bands of Turkish ma
rauders swept down on them (especially at the time of fairs, 
when the wares of merchants from all parts of the country 
were spread out in the market-place), carrying off a rich 
booty and striking terror into the hearts of the inhabitants 
with their deeds of cruelty. In Mikszath's famous book ,,A 
beszelo kontos" (The Speaking Robe) we receive a vivid 
picture of panic-stricken Kecskemet, paralyzed by the tidings 
that a band of Turks was on the way to plunder the town.

To escape falling into the hands of the Turks, Magyar 
•culture fled to the surrounding highlands, to Slovakia — 
then Upper Hungary — and Transylvania. Thus it happened 
that for a long time after the Turks had been expelled, 
Pozsony and Kassa in the North and Kolozsvar (Transyl
vania) in the East were more truly seats of Magyar culture 
than the capital Buda.

The Magyars of the Plain were killed in battle or mas
sacred in cold blood by the Turks, and after the latter had 
been driven out, it was necessary to people the devastated 
regions anew. If the Royal estates and those of the nobles 
were to be cultivated, men had to be found to do it; there
fore other races were encouraged to take up their abode in 
Hungary. This explains the settlements of Slovaks. Serbs, 
Swabians, Rumanians and Bunyevatz people in the Plain, 
none of whom were its autochthonous inhabitants, but whose 
presence there provided the Serbs and Rumanians with a 
weapon wherewith to press their claims to the Magyar ter
ritories assigned to them by the Peace Treaties.

By the time the Turks had finally withdrawn many 
•villages and smaller towns had disappeared and much of 
the country was laid waste. The word puszta means a waste, 
and it was used for the large tracts of land left desolate after 
the Turkish conquest. When these villages were razed to the 
ground, the surrounding land was attached for the purpose 
of administration to the nearest town. This is the explanation 
of the wide extent of land administered by some of the towns 
of the Plain, such as Kecskemet and Debrecen.
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Near Debrecen lies the part of the Great Plain best 
known to foreign visitors, the Hortobagy. This is an 
enormous puszta owned by the town. Its soil is arid and 
sodaic and therefore unsuitable for anything but cattle- 
breeding, though of late a great work of reclamation and 
afforestation has been going on, and more and more of the 
pastures are being turned into ploughed land. There are said 
to be over 150.000 head of cattle as well as herds of horses 
and flocks of sheep in the Hortobagy. There the stranger may 
see the csikos and the gulyas in their picturesque costumes, 
the former astride a fiery horse, the latter cracking his long 
whip, while his puli dog, a mass of touzled hair, strikes terror 
into the bovine herd, yapping shrilly at them and snapping 
at their heels with his sharp teeth. The Hungarian longhorned 
cattle, white in colour, are poor milkers, but they make ex
cellent draught animals and supply most of the oxen used 
by the farmers. In the Hortobagy the heat in summer is 
intense. The air shimmers and dances in the noonday glare.. 
It is then the mirage of the Plain, the delibab, may be seen. 
Sometimes a sea of water appears with objects reflected in 
it, sometimes a herd of cattle seems to be grazing where no 
cattle exist, sometimes the towers and spires of a phantom 
city surprise the eye, but sometimes, as the poet Petofi says:

..  on the far-away
Horizon the mirage, finding no image rare,
Presents the spectre of a shabby wayside inn 
Suspended in the air.”

The part of the Plain of which Petofi's poem “Kis-Kun- 
sag" sings is not the Hortobagy; it is the region lying between 
the rivers Danube and Tisza. His description is so vivid that 
even in rough translation it gives a better picture of the 
Great Plain than it would be possible to present in the scope 
of a short article.

We seem to feel the oppressive heat of the noonday sun 
radiating from the verse which says: .—

“In the midsummer heat,
The sun is climbing far up in the cloudless sky.
A rain of fire, its rays, with scorching, searing beams,,
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Stream o’er the brooding Plain.
All round me lies the Plain,
Widely extending, and my searching gaze goes forth 
To the horizon, where the bending arch of heaven 
Stoops to embrace the earth."

A road leads through the pasture-lands. Across the 
lower parts stretches a tiny rill, flowing over its bed of 
golden sands and flanked by reeds and rushes.

‘‘Out of the dark green reeds
Skirting the rivulet, a heron, tall and still,
Thrusts forth a slender neck. A hungry mother stork 
Cleaves water with her bill.
She swallows fast and then,
Lifting her head, she peers around and scornfully 
Regards the sloping banks, where thousands of peewits 
Are crying mournfully.”

In the distance one of the few objects that break the 
level of the Plain attracts the post's attention:

‘ ‘There stands a lonely pole,
Perhaps the leverage of a deserted well.
A  yawning pit, half-filled and overgrown,
Has the same tale to tell.
Sadly and pensively,
This ancient derelict scans the surrounding Plain,
And finds but the oft-seen mirage. I wonder why 
He cares to look again!”

At long intervals hayricks and stacks of straw proclaim 
a tanya, around which lies a sea of well-tilled wheatfields.

“ Among the green wheatfields
Red poppies, cornflowers blue, raise up their smiling

heads
And, like a bleeding star, a thistle’s crimson brush 
Diffuses deeper red.
At the approach of eve,
The pale, white clouds are tinged with sunset’s molten

gold.
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Clouds, lovely clouds! They pass from out of sight
o’erhead

Like fairy-tales untold.”

The journey is nearly over, for
“ At length out of the dusk
Looms up a towering spire from far across the lea,
Where round the hoar old church nestles the little town
In sweet security.
Scattered about its walls
Stand many old windmills whose broad and creaking

sails
Turn, turn their somersaults. I love to linger on
And watch them till light fails.”

Light fails. Night decends on the puszta —  a warm 
velvety darkness and a silence unbroken save for a rustle 
among the leaves of the acacias when a breath of wind stirs 
them; the chirping of the crickets; the occasional barking of 
a dog at some distant tanya, or the faint, mournful cadence 
of a flute being played by a herdsman resting on his home- 
spun coat near the fire he has lit for himself out on the 
boundless Plain.
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“THOUGH THE IMMEDIATE DANGER OF W AR HAS 
ABATED, THE NATIONALITY PROBLEM OF CZECHO

SLOVAKIA IS AS SERIOUS AS EVER”

The unsolved nationality problem of Czecho-Slovakia, —  to> 
which we have so often directed the attention of our readers, —  
a few days ago very nearly led to the outbreak of war. Although 
the immediate danger abated at the end of the month, the situa
tion is still as serious as ever. There can be no question of any 
cessation of the tension until the Czechs demobilise the troops 
called in lor service. According to reports in the press, Mr, 
William Strang, head of the Central European Department of the 
British Foreign Office, who was recently in Czecho-Slovakia on. 
behalt of his Government, himself established the fact that the 
mobilisation was "precipitate”. Unfortunately, the British diplo
mat only spent a very short time in the Sudeta German areas; all 
the more reason to desire —  as has been desired already on. 
repeated occasions —  that a British neutral commission should 
investigate on the spot the nationality problems of Czecho
slovakia, and that the Great Powers should then exert the full 
pressure of their influence to persuade Czecho-Slovakia to fulfil 
the promise made by her delegates to the Peace Conference and 
re-organise the country into an "Eastern Switzerland” . Those 
Powers should not however allow themselves to be cajoled by 
promises! The non-Czech nationalities of Czecho-Slovakia have 
already received so many promises that they have no more faith 
in fine words but demand decisive actions. After the bitter 
experiences of the past twenty years these nationalities are per
fectly justified in presuming that the seemingly greater inclination 
of the Prague Government to offer concessions is only a manoe
uvre to gain time. The publication of the draft Minority Statute 
promised for the end of May has again been deferred! M. Hodza's 
well-known tactical ability may mislead foreign countries; but the 
repeated postponement is not calculated to re-assure the non- 
Czech nationalities of the Republic or to definitively secure the 
peace of Central Europe. The responsibility in this latter respect 
now rests entirely and exclusively with the Great Powers, which* 
should by this time be fully aware that a solution of the ex
ceptionally grave Sudeta German question —  a solution devoutly
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desired by them but by no means ensured —  would only be a 
hall-result; seeing that the Magyar, Polish, Slovak and Ruthenian 
questions of Czecho-Slovakia are problems just as pregnant with 
danger unless they are solved simultaneously with the solution of 
the Sudeta German question.

In pursuance of the conversations that took place towards 
the end of April between British and French statesmen, on 7th 
May the British and French Ministers in Prague submitted the 
views of their respective Governments on the Czecho-German 
relations, first to M. Krofta, Czecho-Slovak Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and then to Premier Hodza. The British Ambassador in 
Berlin also informed Field Marshal Goring on the subject. This 
was the first instance since the signing of the Treaty of Saint 
Germain that Great Britain and France, both signatories of that 
Treaty, had officially broached in Prague the question of the 
nationality policy of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. In his reply 
to a question Mr. Butler, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, said that the Czecho-Slovak Government had. 
been advised to do everything possible to reach an agreement. 
According to newspaper reports Lord Halifax has asked Prague 
to make "great, very great sacrifices".

A  week after these events, at the invitation of a friend in 
England, Herr Henlein, leader of the Sudeta Germans, went to 
London, where, besides seeing Mr. Winston Churchill, Sir Archi
bald Sinclair and Mr. Nicholson, M. P. he also had a conversa
tion with Sir Robert Vansittart, adviser on diplomatic affairs to 
the British Government. On his return, Herr Henlein professed 
himself satisfied with his visit to England.

But although it had been evident for weeks that the sig
nificance of the Czecho-Slovak nationality question extended far 
beyond the borders of the Republic, and that the failure to solve 
it was seriously menacing the peace, not only of Central Europe, 
but also of the whole world, the Czechs did not awake early 
enough to a realization of the gravity of the situation. For this 
no doubt the censorship of the Press was partly responsible, 
exerting, as it does, all its power to prevent the Czech people 
seeing clearly what is at stake. After the relative tranquillity 
of the weeks immediately following the Anschluss, the Czechs 
began to behave in a provocative manner towards the non-Czech 
nationalities.

On 1st May, in Troppau, Czech policemen maltreated ten 
Germans —  one of them a lawyer. This affair was followed by 
other incidents in several other places, in Asch, Saaz, Treb- 
nitz, Komotau, Rudersdorf, Sternberg, Modau, Strehobnitz, etc. 
In Falkenau Czech soldiers walking six deep forced peacefully 
strolling inhabitants off the pavements. In other German towns 
Czech soldiers on the march threatened to beat the civil popula
tion. In Prague the director of the German Students’ Home was
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knocked down and his clothes literally torn to rags for opening 
the door to admit some German students who were being mobbed 
in the streets. Policemen forced their way without any legal 
warrant into a meeting af the Trautenau Town Council. Three 
days before the date fixed for the municipal elections in Prague 
and Briinn (22nd May) riots and tumults broke out in those 
towns. In Briinn a mob of 4— 5000 Czech kept the German House 
under siege. In Pozsony one of the bill-stickers of the Sudeta 
German Party was shot down by an unknown person.

In Slovakia and Ruthenia, too, the growing severity of the 
measures adopted by the police and the gendarmes weigh heavily 
on the population. The offices of the United Hungarian Party 
in Beregszasz (Berehovo), Munkacs (Mukacevo), and Ungvar 
(Uzhorod) have been ransacked, and M. Korlath's (Hungarian 
M. P.) appeal to the Hungarians to report at the Party offices 
for registration confiscated. In numerous villages of Eastern 
Slovakia appeals to the Hungarians issued by Hungarian Deputies 
and Senators asking them to vote for the Hungarian Party at 
the communal elections have been confiscated. In several places 
the Party were not allowed to hold the meetings advertized for 
1st May, although the Government Parties were free to celebrate 
this Labour holiday.

In the Slovak districts also the authorities in many places 
have behaved with great brutality towards the inhabitants (e. g. 
in Privigye, Cernova, etc.).

After these preliminaries, on the night of 22nd May two 
Germans were shot dead in Eger, This shocking act was merely 
the climax of a series of provocations connived at by the poli
tical authorities; and it almost led to war. Thanks to the efforts 
of the British Government and the calm restraint displayed by 
Berlin these lines are not being written amidst the roar of cannon, 
with tanks ploughing up the soil of Central Europe.

In those critical hours the Czecho-Slovak military Command 
mobilized two classes of reservists, in order —  so runs the of
ficial statement —  "to teach them the use of the weapons newly 
introduced and to maintain peace, order and security". W e  
however, have perfectly reliable information that not only the 
two youngest classes of reservists were called up, but also nume
rous older “reliable” elements, and that the “National Guard", 
a Communistic organization, was held in readiness too. The 
reservists were not allowed time even to take leave of their 
families or to attend to their most pressing private affairis; they 
were practically dragged out of their beds in the dead of night 
and rushed to barracks. Those who had an inkling of what was 
on foot ran away from home and had to be rounded up in the 
fields or elsewhere. At the same time the motor-car® of the 
"untrustworthy" elements were requisitioned. Their owners were 
given bills for sums much less than the- actual value of the cars.
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The frontiers have been barricaded with all sorts of obstades, so 
that Czecho-Slovakia looks like a besieged fortress.

Although Hungary viewed these preparations without making 
any movement, the officers of the Czech troops drawn up in 
the Hungarian towns of the Republic have been heard to declare 
aloud that the first battle would be fought in Vaci-utca, Buda
pest. In certain Hungarian towns of Czecho-Slovakia the army 
has taken over the municipal administration. Military postal 
service has been introduced in Eastern Slovakia and Ruthenia. 
All signs go to show that the Czechs in reality wish to provoke 
a war in the hope that Great Britain and France will be persu
aded to join. Undoubtedly they would never be so bold were 
they not being egged on by Moscow.

The Eger victims had not yet been laid in their graves (on 
which two German officers placed wreaths from Herr Hitler) 
when the report spread that Herr Eichholtz, Sudeta German 
Deputy, had been insulted in Briix for using the Nazi salute. 
Incidents followed in rapid succession on the Czecho-German 
frontier. No reports of them or of the clashes between the popula
tion and the authorities were allowed to appear in the Press. The 
leading nationality papers, the “Die Zeit” of the Sudeta Germans, 
the “Pragai Magyar Hirlap", the organ of the United Hungarian 
Party, and the "Slovak”, the mouthpiece of the Slovak Auto
nomists, were confiscated day after day. On 21st May the “Die 
Zeit” appeared with no fewer than 21 blank spaces.

On 23rd May Premier Hodza at last met Herr Henlein, 
with whom, on the ground that Henlein was not a member of the 
Czecho-Slovak Parliament, he had previously refused to negotiate. 
The essential points of the Sudeta German problem were not 
discussed at this meeting, Henlein first demanding a revocation 
of the military measures.

In his speech of 1st May Henlein had in any case reiterated 
his Carlsbad "ultimatum". Very eloquent testimony of the mood 
of the Sudeta German Party was the statement read out at the 
May 12th session of the Czecho-Slovak Parliament by Herr 
Kundt, Chairman of the Parliamentary Club of the Sudeta 
German Party:

"The system” —  so ran the statement —  “which has led to 
an overcrowding of our jails has not yet, so far as we can see, 
been changed by any regulations. Counsels for the defence enjoy
ing the confidence of the Sudeta Germans have not yet been 
appointed in cases of prosecution as provided in § 6 of the 
Defence of the Republic Act, No reparation has been made so 
far for the social disabilities and defamation of their character 
as citizens suffered by German State employees and teachers, 
merely because they belonged to the old German National Party 
or the German National Socialist Labour Party. In fact, by 
ministerial decree a further attempt is being made to apply
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disciplinary measures to and throw into disrepute German public 
officials. The Czech President of the Troppau District Court,.. 
Dr. Reinelt, for instance, has ordered an examination into the 
affairs of a German official of the Court, whose only offence 
had been the flying of the Sudeta German Party flag together 
with the Czecho-Slovak colours on his house on 1st May —  an 
act allowed by the laws of the land”.

That Henlein's Party is steadily growing in strength is best 
proved by the fact that the number of its registered members 
exceeds one million. Recently the delegate of the organization of 
German judges took an oath of allegiance to Henlein on behalf 
of the organization. The Government has been forced to permit 
the Sudeta German Party to organize a uniformed body-guard 
called “Frei Schutz-dienst” (F. S.)

The camp of the United Hungarian Party is also growing 
stronger in numbers daily. According to a statement made by 
its Chairman, M. Andrew Jaross, the memorandum submitted to 
the Premier more than a month ago by the Party contained, 
besides numerous minor points, a demand for full equality and 
autonomy or every non-Czech nationality in the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic as well as territorial self-government for Slovakia and 
Ruthenia. In M, Jaross* opinion this programme cannot be car
ried out except by amending the Constitution, and that must be 
preceded by an internal readjustment restoring the Hungarian 
character of the Hungarian ethnic areas.

At a meeting of the Parliamentary Club of the Party held 
in Pozsony (Bratislava) on 17th May, after stating that the 
administrative authorities and the army, acting contrary to 
Czecho-Slovakia’s international undertakings, were illegally 
throwing obstacles in the way of the expansion of the Hungarian 
Party, confiscating the official bills and correspondence of the 
Party and rensacking the homes of the leaders of its organizations, 
while the Administration continued its efforts to denationalize 
the Hungarians, M. Jaross demanded the cessation of these 
endeavours on the part of the educational authorities and the 
repeal of those laws under which Hungarian public officials had 
lost their posts and pensions.

In an appeal to the Government the United Hungarian Party 
demands the revocation of Decree No. 39/1919 issued nearly 
twenty years ago by the once omnipotent Ministry for Slovakia; 
consequently it demands an official authorisation of the free use 
of the Hungarian national colours, red-white-and-green, in every 
field of public life.

At a meeting held in Pozsony on 9th May the Executive 
Committee of the Slovaik Autonomist (Hlinka) Party, the body 
representing the national aims of the Slovaks, appealed to the 
Slovaks to unite in a struggle for a happier future for Slovakia.

36



POLITICAL MOSAIC

A t the May 12th session of Parliament M. Hassaik (Slovak 
People's Party) urged that the Slovaks should be represented in 
due proportion on the staffs of officers and generals in the 
Czecho-Slovak army, and that separate Slovak regiments should 
be organised and a Slovak, military academy established.

The Slovaks, by the way, are eagerly awaiting the arrival 
in Slovakia of the original Pittsburgh Convention, which is being 
brought over from America by a delegation of the American 
Slovak League and is to be exhibited formally in Pozsony about 
the beginning of June. In this way the Slovaks wish to prove to 
ihe whole world that the covenant which guarantees to Slovakia 
full autonomy in the spheres of legislature, administration and 
jurisdiction was signed by no less a person that the late President 
Masaryk himself. In his statement to the representatives of the 
Czech Coalition Press. Premier Hodza was compelled to admit 
that the Pittsburgh Convention was morally binding on Prague. 
Hitherto this fact had been consistently denied and various 
specious arguments had been urged to enable the Czechs to shirk 
their bargain. It took Prague exactly twentry years to admit 
the moral validity at least of that treaty.

In spite of this admission the censor did not allow the Press 
to publish the statement issued on 3rd April by the Executive 
Committee of the American Slovak Catholic Alliance in which 
the fact was established that for twenty years the Prague 
Government had refused to grant to the Slovak people even the 
minimum rights guaranteed in the Pittsburgh Convention. Until 
such time as that treaty has been incorporated in the Czecho
slovak Constitution the American Slovak League insist on the 
organization of a provincial Board of Education in Slovakia, 
Slovak lectures at the present purely Czech University of Pozsony, 
the abolition of the censorship, a gradual recall of the Czech 
officials employed in Slovakia, an equitable number of posts for 
Slovaks in the diplomatic service and the military Command, and 
the restoration of the industries taken away from Slovaks.

At their meeting in Teschen on 9th May the Poles, too, 
drafted their autonomist programme. They insist that the wishes 
of the Polish population shall be the immediate and determining 
factor when vacancies are to be filled in the Polish areas, and 
demand the right to supervise the activities of all societies and 
organizations functioning there. Furthermore they demand cultural 
autonomy and the right to exercise a direct influence on the 
economic policy of those areas, control all facilities of labour 
there and enjoy their due share of the sums paid by those ter
ritories to the State.

Under the influence of the events of the past few weeks 
the process of concentration has accelerated among the Ruthenian 
autonomists. The Ruthenian Autonomist Farmers' Alliance (Sojuz) 
has united with the Russian Autonomist National Party (Fencik
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Party) under the name of the ‘‘Russian National Autonomist 
Block".

The situation in Czecho-Slovakia, so far as nationality 
policy is concerned, reminds us vividly today of the conditions 
obtaining in Austria in the summer of 1918. Each of the nati
onalities is organizing busily and demanding its rights. But 
Prague, like the Vienna of that period, pursues a policy of 
procrastination, Prague seems to be waiting for some miracle 
to save Czecho-Slovakia from having to revise her Constitution 
radically, as Great Britain and France wish her to do. The long- 
promised Minority Charter has not yet been made public. Premier 
Hodza has not acquainted Henlein even with its outlines. 
Parliament was adjourned at the end of May on the understan
ding that in any case the Charter would not be presented before 
the 15th of June. Hodza —  it would appear —  forgets that in 
these critical times nothing could be more dangerous than this 
shilly-shallying.

R esu lts  o f  M unicipal E lection s

The first stage of the municipal elections, held on May 22-nd 
in an atmosphere of extremely high tension, produced a majority 
of 90% in the German districts for the Henlein Party. Even the 
“Prager Presse", the Government's semi-official organs, admits 
that the Sudeten German Party has secured all those votes which 
it could expect after the so-called “activist" parties had ceased 
to be independent, and in some places it had even succeeded in 
exceeding that number. In Slovakia, the United Hungarian Party 
has made a marked advance. It is particularly noteworthy that in 
the town of Nyitra, where the Hungarian population had suffered 
so severely from the oppression of the Czechoslovak system that 
it hardly dared to move, the Hungarian Party obtained 2698 votes, 
which shows a remarkable improvement since 1931, when it did 
not secure more than 1653 votes. The Zipser German Party, which 
is in alliance with the United Hungarian Party, safely stood its 
ground at Golnicbanya, one of the most typically German towns 
of Slovakia; this shows that the Zipser Germans incline towards 
Hungary and towards Germany. Hlinka’s autonomist Slovak Party 
has become considerably stronger in the Slovak areas; in some 
important places (such as Nagyszombat, Nyitra, Postyen, etc.) it 
has more than doubled its former number of votes. Fearing that 
the Ruthenians would turn against them in the same way as the 
other minorities have done, the Government has decided to 
postpone the municipal elections in Ruthenia originally fixed for 
June 12, on the pretext that that date is the Greek Catholic Whit
suntide. As if they had only just discovered this coincidence! 
Those Czech parties which sympathise with National Socialism 
in Germany have lost ground in the elections. The Communists, 
on the other hand, have made considerable headway. In Prague
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the Henlein Party was the only German party to secure votes; 
it will henceforth have three seats on the municipal council of the 
Czechoslovak capital. —  y  —

DRAFT AUTONOMY SCHEME OF HLINKA PARTY
At a solemn assembly of the Slovak People's Party held in 

Pozsony on June 4th —  in the presence of the delegation of 
American Slovaks who had brought to Slovakia the original text 
of the Pittsburg Convention —  the draft Act relating to the re
vision of the Czecho-Slovak Constitution submitted by Father 
Andrew Hlinka and his adherents was passed unanimously. The 
most important provisions contained in Part II, of the said draft 
Act are as follows: —

Slovakia shall be an autonomous (selfgoverning) part of the 
Republic (§ 1). In the territory of Slovakia the Slovak language 
shall be the official language and also the language of instruction, 
without prejudice, however, to the linguistic rights guaranteed in 
the Treaty of Saint Germain (§ 2). In respect of the territory 
of Slovakia a separate right of domicile ( p ertin en zs)  shall be 
established (§ 3). The sphere of authority of the Czecho-Slovak 
National Assembly shall extend to 1. constitu tiona l m atters (legis
lation) ; 2. foreign  affairs (the declaration of war and the con
clusion of peace), with the exception of international treaties or 
affairs coming within the jurisdiction of the provincial Diet; 
3. national d efen ce , —  though persons domiciled within the terri
tory of Slovakia shall be attached to formations stationed within 
that territory subordinate to the provincial Command; 4. politica l  
nationality, immigration and emigration, passports, currency, 
weights and measures; 6. cu stom s  administration; 7. railw ay, w a ter  
and air com m u n ica tion s; 8. p osta l, telegraph and telephone ser
vices; 9. public d eb ts, negotiation and employment of State loans; 
10. ta xes, supplementary taxes and dues appropriated for ex
penditure connected with "common" affairs; 11. m o n o p o lies  (re
gies) and State undertakings (§ 4). In all other matters the legis
lative power shall be exercised by the provincial Diet (§ 9). To 
the sphere of authority of the provincial Government shall belong 
also the matters enumerated in points 4, 6, 7, 8, 10 and 11 above, 
in so far as they concern Slovakia. The provincial Government 
shall be responsible to the provincial Diet (§ 15). The Central 
Government shall not be authorised to take any decisions, unless 
it includes also a Minister representing the Deputies being 
Members of the National Assembly who have been elected in 
Slovakia (§ 12). The employees of the Central Government
functioning in Slovakia shall be appointed from among persons 
domiciled in the said province (§ 13). Slovakia shall be ensured a 
proportional representation in all “common" (central) institutions, 
boards, councils, committees, as also in all those international 
organisations, unions, councils, boards and committees in (or on)
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which Czecho-Slovakia is represented (§ 14). A  separate Supreme 
Tribunal and a separate Administrative Tribunal shall be organised 
for Slovakia (§§ 16— 7). The costs of the ‘’common” administrative 
are to be covered out of the receipts of customs, monopolies and 
"common” State undertaking; should these receipts prove insuf
ficient for the purpose, Slovakia shall contribute to such ex
penditure a proportionate quota of her tax receipts. Slovakia shall 
contribute to the interest and sinking fund services of the State 
debts only in respect of such debts as have been appropriated in 
her interest too (§ 19). The financial losses suffered by Slovakia 
as a consequence of the unequitable character of the Government's 
tariff policy and of her not having received the quotas of funds, 
endowments, subsidies and public contracts due to her shall be 
distributed over a period of twenty years, the annual quotas to 
be regarded in the light of contributions of her part to the “com
mon” expenditure of the Republic (§ 21).

The Whitsuntide meeting of the Party was an impressive 
demonstration of some hundred thousand persons to demand the 
carrying into effect of the Pittsburg Convention and the incorpo
ration in law of the autonomy therein guaranteed.

THE RUTHENIANS DEMAND THE SAME KIND OF 
AUTONOMY AS THAT ENJOYED BY THE FINNS 

IN PRE-WAR RUSSIA
Like the Slovaks, the Ruthenians have also had a visit from 

their racial brethren in America, —  in the form of a delegation 
led by Dr. Gerovszky. In connection with this visit, on May 10th 
the Ruthenian Central Little Russian National Council held a 
solemn assembly at Ungvar (Uzhorod) at which the granting to 
Ruthenia of the autonomy guaranteed that province under the 
Treaty of Saint Germain was urged, not only by the Opposition 
Deputy Brody, but also by Senator Bacsinszky, a Member of the 
Government Party, both speakers alike stressing that Law 172 
of 1937, —  which, as is well known, "expanded” the sphere of 
authority of the Governor of Ruthenia in a manner leaving him 
just as much a mere official dependent of Prague as ever —  had 
failed to satisfy Ruthenia. Mr. Gerovsziky declared that after his 
return to the United States of North America he would convene 
the Ruthenian Congress to meet at Pittsburg and would see that 
a resolution was passed defining the manner of assistance to be 
rendered. When he abused the former Hungarian regime, M. Zsi- 
dovszky, a speaker belonging to the Czech Agrarian Party, was 
hissed by the crowd; and in answer to a wish expressed by that 
speaker to the effect that the American delegation should make 
a statement of its experiences before a select committee, M, Ge
rovszky replied that that was to be left for America. No doubt 
the reason why he refused to express any opinion was that his 
experiences in Ruthenia are so damning in character that he did

40



POLITICAL MOSAIC

not find it expedient —  in view of the nature of the "freedom 
of speech” in force in Czecho-Slovakia —  to express the same 
in Czecho-Slovak territory.

After the assembly a delegation of the Little Russian Natio
nal Council submitted to Premier Hodza the resolution passed by 
the same, which demands that Ruthenia shall be granted the same 
kind of autonomy as that enjoyed by Finland in pre-War Russia. 
According to reports published in the papers, however, the Prime 
Minister declared that the proposed scheme was unacceptable and 
called upon the delegation to aloborate a new one.

BRITISH OPINIONS ON THE CZECH QUESTION 
T he T im es, J un e 3 :

"Czechoslovakia, where the final instalment of regional 
elections will be held on Sunday week, still offers the most 
urgent problem to European diplomacy, and the letters which 
continue to reach this office bear witness to the interest taken 
in its solution by British public opinion. One which was publshed 
yesterday from the Dean of St. Paul's was typical of many, and 
an effective expression of the view that the Germans of Czecho
slovakia ought to be allowed, by plebiscite or otherwise, to de
cide their own future —  even if it should mean their secession 
from Czechoslovakia to the Reich. With this view the majority 
of Englishmen probably agree.

" , . .  For all these reasons it is easily intelligible that the 
Czech Government might not willingly agree to a plebiscite likely 
to result in a demand for the transfer of the Sudetens and the 
loss of their territory for the Republic. Nevertheless, if they 
<:ould see their way to it, and to granting a similar choice to the 
other minorities, Hungarian and Polish, the rulers of Czecho
slovakia might in the long run be the gainers in having a homo
geneous and contented people, still more numerous than the 
populations of Belgium or Holland, and twice as numerous as 
those of Denmark or Switzerland, If it was an injustice that these 
minorities should have been included in the new Republic, that 
injustice would be removed; and the neighbouring States which 
take a racial interest in their kinsmen would have to look after 
them themselves and would lose any sort of claim to interfere 
in the affairs of Czechoslovakia. It would be a drastic remedy 
for the present unrest, but something drastic may be needed."

L o r d  R o th erm ere :
(Daily Mail, May 13.)

"The British Government should exercise great discretion 
in any conversations with French Ministers. These gentlemen are 
the prisoners of their own follies. They know well that the 
Franco-Czecho-Slovakian alliance is dangerous to their country 
and thoroughly unpopular in France itself, but they cannot see 
their way to go back on their word.
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"A  large party in the French Parliament demands the de
nunciation of that treaty. At least half the French Press is dead 
against it.

"In high French military circles it is stated that if an attempt 
were made to mobilise the Army in defence of Czecho-Slovakia 
a very large proportion of reservists would not respond to the 
call.

"Except among Socialist and Communist quarters in France, 
Prague, the capital of Czecho-Slovakia, is regarded as an out
post of Moscow, and the influence of these two extreme political 
parties is rapidly declining . .  .

"Hungary is again on tip-toe. The trouble in Czecho-Slovakia 
is providing her, at long last, with an opportunity to recover that 
part of that land which has a majority of Hungarians.

“For 19 years the Government at Budapest has been 
supremely prudent, but it seems now that a moment has arrived 
when a spice of audacity should have play. "There is a tide in 
the affairs of men which taken at the flood leads on to fortune", 
says Shakespeare.

"W ith the aid of her good friends Italy and Germany Hun
gary can at last achieve justice, a justice which Britain, at least, 
will gladly see accorded to the one belligerent enemy State which 
in the last war did not intern British subjects . .  .

"There is no more stirring incident in the whole history of 
Europe than that which occurred when the Empress Maria- 
Theresa, harassed and hounded by her enemies, rallied the Hun
garians to her aid. In her darkest despair that great and gallant 
woman achieved a remarkable reversal of her fortunes. In two 
stirring sentences a modern historian, Professor Fisher, has de
scribed it: “ In the hour of her tribulation Maria-Theresa threw 
herself upon the loyalty of her Hungarian subjects and found in 
that chivalrous and warlike aristocracy a fiery response. The 
Bavarians were driven out of Munich, the French out of Prague."

"The appeal of the Empress to the people and nobles was 
made in 1741 at the old town of Pressburg. For hundreds of 
years the name of that ancient capital of Hungary has been sacred 
in the legends of the Hungarians.

"It is almost incredible that this historic town should have 
been ceded to Czecho-Slovakia, but so it was. Immediately the 
Czechs obtained possession they had the effrontery to change- 
its name to Bratislava.

"Could wanton insult and outrage be carried farther?
"Ten or eleven years ago a British officer who had served 

on the Central Commission on Territorial Questions at the Peace 
Conference said that the Commissioners were responsible for the 
inclusion of Pressburg in Czecho-Slovakia.

"I  said it was a damned shame.
"His excuse was that the Commission had been told to hurry.
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that haste was supremely important. The Commission, in fact, 
had no time for proper examination and consideration.

"It was thus that one of the gravest injustices in history was 
perpetrated.

"If peace is to have a chance, the sooner the Czecho
slovakian problem is settled the better. It is at present a canker 
in the heart of Europe, poisoning the relationships between half 
its peoples."

M r. J . B o y d -C a r p e n te r :
(The Times, May 4.)

"M ay I be allowed, through your columns, to emphasize the 
importance of the question raised by "Observer" in your issue of 
to day's date. Behind all the formulas —  "British interest in 
Central Europe” —  and the rest, lies the stern question as ta 
whether this country should in the last resort fight for the main
tenance of the integrity of Czechoslovakia.

"The arguments in favour of our doing so are two. First,, 
that Czechoslovakia is such a "good thing” that we are under 
some kind of moral obligation to fight to preserve it. To which 
the answer is that in the first place the rights and wrongs of 
Czechoslovakia and her minorities are sufficiently complex ta 
make moral judgments impossible, and in the second place that 
the idea of this country crusading in support of good causes 
everywhere has become so clearly impossible that even the Labour 
Party is beginning to have doubts about it.

"The second argument in favour of armed intervention in 
support of Czechoslovakia is based on the ground that such 
intervention is necessary in the interest of our own defence, in 
order to prevent Germany from growing too strong. But this is 
simply our old friend the preventive war, draped and disguised 
in the glowing vestments of the defence of small nations. In 
common fairness, its advocates should put it forward naked if 
not unashamed; they should proclaim that their policy is to pick 
a quarrel with Germany with the object of fighting her here and 
now. Such attitude not only reflects grave doubt as to our ca
pacity to put through, given time, an effective rearmament pro
gramme, but also is apparently based on the imbecile conclusion 
that the certainty of a world cataclysm now is a lesser evil than 
the uncertain possibility of one in the future.

"The conclusion that Czechoslovakia is not worth the sub
jection of this country to the dangers of a European war may or 
may not be valid; but I have not yet seen it refuted. And if 
it is to be acted upon, ought we not to make this clear beyond 
question to all the world, in fairness in particular to France, so 
that she may realize that if she fights on this issue she fights 
alone, and to Czechoslovakia, lest she cherish illusions of the 
kind which led Abyssinia to disaster. The present uncertainty as 
to our attitude in a not impossible contingency may well simul
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taneously encourage Germany to attack and France and Czecho
slovakia to resist."

W . R . M a tth ew s:
(The Times, 2 June)

" I  take it to  be evid en t that the overw h elm in g  majority of 
the Sudeten Germans wish to be incorporated in the Reich and 
that geography does not forbid this. I want to know on what 
moral grounds could we base a refusal to support a plebiscite to 
determine the future of these people,

"It might, I suppose, be said that they do not know what is 
best for them, or that they have been carried away by propaganda, 
or that they hold a most unreasonable political theory —  in 
short all the common arguments against democracy might be 
used. Or again it might be said that their separation from 
Czecho-Slovakia would weaken that country and disturb the 
"balance of power, I do not see how this could be urged with any 
show of reason, because it is difficult to think that the inclusion 
of several million people who are opposed to the State of which 
they are nominal members can be anything but a source of 
weakness.

"But, whatever be the value of these considerations, none 
of them can claim to be a principle of justice. I suppose that 
the British Empire has now adopted the view that it is both wrong 
and unwise to coerce a people into remaining within a State 
system against their will. Does not this apply elsewhere? It would 
indeed be a tragic irony if, having fought one war, as we are 
assured, for the principle of self-determination, we found our
selves involved in another to prevent its application."

Particulars o f  Ill -co n sid ered  and A nti-con stitu tion a l 
M ob iliza tion .

In a question to the Prague Government, Count John Ester- 
hazy, Acting Chairman of the United Hungarian Party of Czecho
slovakia, threw an interesting light on certain particulars unknown 
abroad of the Czech mobilization that took place on the night 
of 20th May. The gist of his question was as follows:

In the middle of the night of 20th May gendarmes and 
other adminitrative organs in Slovakia and Ruthenia dragged 
reservists and the militia of differenc classes out of their beds 
and carried them off to the barracks, saying that mobilization 
was on foot. In some places they did not give the reserviste time 
even to take a little food with them. They were conveyed to the 
garrisons by car.

The official statement issued by the Ministry of National 
Defence to the effect that one reservist and one militia class 
had been called up under the Army Act for special manoeuvres, 
to be trained in the use of the new arms, was not in accordance
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with facts. The Army Act unambiguously provided that when, 
new arms were introduced only one class of the reserve militia, 
might be called up, whereas in this case men belonging to dif
ferent classes, from the age of 23 to 50, were mobilized. Had the; 
sole object of this mobilization been training —  as was stated 
in the official announcement —  why were the men who had taken 
part in the manoeuvres lasting from the middle of April till 
the middle of May called up again? It could not have been 
necessary to train them afresh ten days after they had been demo
bilized. On this point, therefore, the official statement did not tell 
the truth. Nor did it say which class it was, the calling up of 
which was deemed so urgent. Suppression of the facts made 
Parliamentary control impossible.

There was no question of special manoeuvres; it was one 
of partial mobilization. This was proved by the fact that cer
tain regiments in full war equipment were despatched on 21st 
May and the succeeding days from their regular garrisons with 
orders to lay mines under bridges and crossings, barricade roads, 
etc., as though the existence or the security of the Republic 
were threatened by some danger. Now, neither the military Com
mand nor the Ministry of National Defence had the right to order 
a partial mobilization. In. time of peace only the President of 
the Republic could do so —  after consultation with his Ministers 
—  and even he could not call up more than the five youngest 
classes. No such order had been signed up to date by the Presi
dent. Since the calling up of more than five classes exceeded 
the authority even of the President, the men responsible for that 
illegal measure would have to be brought to book and made 
to answer in the Courts of Justice for having disturbed the 
internal and external peace of the Republic.

Troops were posted in all directions along the frontier —  
in Slovakia and Ruthenia on a line several hundreds of kilo
metres long. Yet nothing had been done by the adjacent countries 
to warrant the reinforcement of the Czecho-Slovak frontiers. 
Neither Hungary nor Poland had taken steps of any sort on 
their own frontiers.

Premier Hodza was constantly asserting his desire to come 
to an agreement with Czecho-Slovakia's neighbours. But these 
measures were diametrically opposed to his words, and wqjre by 
no means calculated to place relations between Czecho-Slovakia 
and her neighbours on a more amicable footing. According to 
appearances the Premier would fain use the Czech army and 
gendarmerie as a means to coerce the Danube States to club 
together in friendly co-operation.

The partial mobilization cost millions. The Government 
had no funds to cover the extra costs and new burdens could 
not be imposed upon the population simply because the Min
istry of Defence had had a nightmare. . ,
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Count Esterhazy next pointed out that the Government was 
making a military use of the settlers who at the time of the land 
reform had been arbitrarily planted in the Hungarian districts. 
Those settlers were conveyed on the night of 19th May, in motor
cars requisitioned for the purpose, to the Danube frontier, where 
they were supplied with uniforms and arms and sent to do mili
tary duty along the Danube, digging trenches, etc. etc. and hinder
ing the land-owners of those parts in their work in the fields 
and forests.

This proved definitely that the settlers were a disguised 
military formation and that the object of the Government in 
carrying out the land reform was to maintain a certain number 
of men in the frontier districts in readiness for military purposes. 
That being so, the Government should have done it openly, instead 
of making gifts to settlers of land belonging to the autochthonous 
Hungarian population. The Hungarian Members of the Czecho
slovak Parliament regarded as a grievance the fact that the 
land distributed in the Hungarian districts had not been given 
to the Hungarian peasonts with a just title to it, but had been 
allotted to the members of disguised military formations; and 
they also protested against the roads being made impassable in 
certain places. The troops had no right to do that in the case 
of simple manoeuvres, and it was no wonder that it had given 
rise to unrest within and without the borders of the Republic 
and had increased the atmosphere of tension in which the natio
nalities of Czecho-Slovakia were living. The present illegal 
situation would have to be abolished immediately.

An extremely important fact that emerges from one of the 
questions put is that days before 20th May the Czecho-Slovak 
Public Security Offices received orders to be in readiness. In 
the evening of 20th May the different garrisons were officially 
notified that several classes would be called up during the 
night. —  y —

MAJOR PROCTER M. P.: "THE HUNGARIAN QUESTION 
CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM THE SUDETA GERMAN

PROBLEM"
Major Henry Procter, M. P. (Conservative Party), who 

revisited Hungary recently, has made a statement to the London 
correspondent of the “Pesti Hirlap". He said that he had 
acquainted the British circles concerned with the results of his 
observations in Hungary, According to Major Procter the interest 
shown in Great Britain for Hungary was of the keenest. The 
opinion was growing daily stronger that the British Government 
would be guilty of a grave error if it treated the Sudeta German 
problem and that of the Hungarian minority as separate questions. 
For years British public opinion had been unanimously urging a
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readjustment of the wrongs done to Hungary, and now political 
circles, as well as public opinion, strongly desired the elimination 
of the injustices of the Trianon Treaty. In co-operation with the 
other European Powers the British Government had prepared a 
careful plan for the solution of the Danube Valley problems and 
very shortly the nations concerned would enter into direct 
negotiations. The essentials of that plan were laid on such firm 
foundations that everybody was justified in confidently expecting 
the economic and political reconciliation of the countries of 
Central Europe. —  y  —

CATHOLICS FROM EVERY PART OF THE WORLD MEET 
IN MASSES IN HUNGARY —  THE BULWARK OF DEFENCE 

OF CHRISTIAN EUROPE
During the week from May 24th. to May 29th., the whole 

Hungarian nation, all denominations alike, from the Regent and 
his Consort to the simplest citizen, left no stone unturned to 
enhance the splendour and the solemnity of the Thirty-Fourth 
Eucharistic Congress, as the scene of which Pope Pius XI. had 
chosen Budapest, the beautiful Capital of Hungary. Fourteen 
cardinals, thirty-two archbishops and one hundred and ninety- 
seven bishops were present at the Congress to represent the Cath
olic society of the world. Pope Pius XI. delegated his Secretary- 
of-State, Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, to attend the Congress in the 
character of legatus a latere. The opening ceremony of the Con
gress, the mass-communion celebrated on Ascension Day, the 
procession of boats the same evening on the Danube, the mass 
celebrated in the open air by the Papal Legate and the closing 
procession, offered a pomp of colour and a richness of display 
that will never be forgotten by those who were present at these 
impressive ceremonies. The Hungarian nation feels a debt of 
gratitude to Pope Pius XI. for his gift of this unique experience; 
and our ears will long ring with the echo of the splendid words 
cf appreciation with which the Pope and his Legate honoured the 
Hungarian nation and praised the efforts made by that nation in 
defence of Christian civilisation.

W e are grateful to the Pope for the admiration conjured 
up by his memories of Budapest and for having prayed to God 
to grant the Hungarian nation the blessings of the peace which 
that nation deserves. W e are grateful to Cardinal Pacelli for 
having opened the Congress in Hungarian and for having, in these 
stirring days of storm and stress, spoken with respect and confi
dence of the eloquent testimony of the pages of history written 
by the Hungarian people in that tragic period in which that people 
acted as the bulwark of defence of Christian Europe. W e are 
thankful to him for his words of praise: ‘ 'Heroic and glorious is 
the history told by the lofty fortress-hill of Buda, as it seems
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to chant the anthem of revival, enthusiasm and brotherly union,- 
It was here that the gallantry of the Hungarian armies fighting, 
in defence of Christian culture broke the impact of the invading 
infidel hosts . . ."

Long will ring in our ears also the words spoken by Cardinal 
Pacelli at the dinner given in his honour by the Regent and his 
Consort: "One of the frescoes decorating the walls of the second 
room of the Apostolic Library in the Vatican —  that called after 
Pope Paul —  records the memory of the Hungarian King Mat
thias Corvinus who established in Buda a magnificent and 
wealthy library ( “ bibliothecam  m agnificam  et locu p letem  Budae  
instruit” )  and at the same time expresses gratitude and apprecia
tion of Hungary in the words of a eulogy strikingly resembling 
in its terms one of the fine inscriptions to be found in the lobby 
0!  the Vatican devoted to cartography —  " Ungaria fertilitate, auri' 
copia, virum  fortitud in e, a christianis regibus . . .  perpetua su c- 
cession e p o s s e s s o . . . "  I beg all present here tonight to join me 
in the wish that comes from my heart —  a wish that is at the 
same time a prayer —  that the chivalrous and gallant Hungarian 
people, which has proved undaunted and triumphant even in the 
days of the severest ordeals, may advance with self-conscious 
perseverance, on the path of justice and peace and in a spirit 
of co-operation and understanding, towards a brighter future, 
achieving prosperity and thereby benefiting the whole Christian 
world!”

The Eucharistic Congress was the overture of the celebrations 
by which during the coming three months Hungary is to com
memorate the greatness of her first apostolic king, St. Stephen, 
on the occasion of the nine-hundredth anniversary of his death.. 
It was in view of these celebrations that Pope Pius XI. selected 
Budapest as the scene of the Congress. The St. Stephen celebra
tions began on May 30th., when the sacred relic so highly prized 
by Hungarian Catholics, the Right Hand of the first Apostolic 
King of the country, was displayed in a brilliant procession 
through the streets of Budapest to the hundreds of thousands of 
worshippers who had thronged to the Capital from all parts of the 
country, and was then conveyed in state to Esztergom and to 
Szekesfehervar, the whilom residences of the Hungarian kings 
of the House of Arpad. The presence of the Papal Legate and the 
bishops who had taken part in the Eucharistic Congress enhanced 
the splendour and the dignity of the triumphal progress of the 
Holy Right Hand.

E pilogue

Visitors to the Congress returning to Transylvania via Lokos- 
haza were searched ruthlessly by the Rumanians. They were not 
only divested of the shoes and clothes they had bought in Hun
gary but were also deprived of the Congress souvenirs and flowers

48



POLITICAL MOSAIC

they had brought with them from Hungary. Some of the pas
sengers were handed over by the police to the Public Prosecutor.

RECONSTRUCTION OF HUNGARIAN CABINET
On May 13 the Regent of Hungary entrusted M. Bela Imredy, 

Minister of Economic Affairs, with the task of reconstructing the 
Cabinet. The reconstruction was necessitated by the resignation 
of the former Premier, M. Kalman Daranyi, who, having ac
complished the realisation of his great scheme of reforms in State 
administration, offered to make way for M. Imredy, the foremost 
financial capacity of the country, who was also responsible for 
the drafting of the great five years' investment scheme of Govern
ment. Among those members of the former Cabinet who have kept 
their seats in the new Cabinet are M. Kanya, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, M. Remenyi-Schneller, Minister of Finance, M. Bornem- 
isza, Minister of Industry, M. Homan, previously Minister o£ 
Education and now Minister without portfolio, and M. Mikecz, 
Minister of Justice. New members of the Cabinet are: Count Paul 
Teleki, former Premier, now Minister of Education, M. Keresztes- 
Fischer, formerly Minister of the Interior and President of the 
Central Corporation of Hungarian Banks, who is once more 
Minister of the Interior, M. Sztranyavszky, former President of 
the House of Deputies, Minister of Agriculture, and General 
Eugene Ratz, previously Chief of the General Staff, as Minister 
of National Defence. M. Imredy, the new Premier, delivered his 
e x p o s e  in the House on May 14, emphasizing the fact that the 
Government's general attitude in matters of foreign policy would 
remain the same as before. This statement is sufficiently cor
roborated by the fact that M. Kanya, who has conducted Hun
gary's foreign affairs for the last five years, has retained his seat 
in the new Cabinet.

The new Government made its debut at the session of 
Parliament on May 14th.; on this occasion Premier Imredy made 
a long speech in which he dealt also with the international politi
cal situation, and inter alia made the following declarations:

In the first place he established the fact that there had been 
no change in the direction of the foreign policy of Hungary, which 
could still be most aptly characterised or described as an "active 
peace policy” the object of which was to foster and strengthen 
the cordial relations with our old and well-tried friends and at 
the same time to endeavour to improve the relations with countries 
our relations with which could for the present hardly be described 
as friendly. The Premier spoke of Italy as that Great Power 
which had been the first in the years of mourning for the Edict 
of Trianon to realise the historical mission of the Hungarian 
nation, and declared that the Rome Protocols were still in force 
unaltered as between Hungary and Italy and were functioning
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unchanged. Hungary's friendship for Germany remained as firm 
as ever under the changed conditions and would develop further. 
Dr. Imredy then stressed that Hungary and Poland were united 
by the ancient traditions of a friendhip founded upon the cordial 
and sincere fellow-feeling of the two peoples, —  a friendship 
which the recent visit to Poland of the Regent of Hungary had 
further strengthened, the brilliant reception given to His Highness 
and the spontaneous enthusiasm' of the Polish people having 
reflected externally too the depth of the common sentiments 
binding the two nations together.

At the same time the Premier was pleased to be able to 
establish the fact that Great Britain was showing an ever-increasing 
interest in and understanding for the questions connected with 
the solution of the problem of Central Europe and with the future 
destiny of that region, noting also that of late France too —  or 
at least a very considerable section of French public opinion —  
had begun to more thoroughly appreciate the essential points of 
that problem.

Dr. Imredy referred also to the negotiations begun already 
last year between Hungary on the one side and Yugoslavia, 
Rumania and Czecho-Slovakia on the other for the purpose 
of normalising the mutual relations between the four conntries 
and in particular of bringing about an improvement in the lot of 
the Hungarian minorities subjected to the rule of the Little Entente 
States. He believed that Hungary had at all times shown the 
greatest and most consistent patience. Although these negotiations 
had —  for reasons beyond the control of Hungary —  been 
repeatedly deferred, he had not abandoned the hope that by dint 
of the strenuous and unflagging efforts continued over a consi
derable period it would eventually prove nevertheless possible to 
create in the Danube Basin conditions which would provisionally 
facilitate the normal symbiosis of the peoples living together in 
that Basin and would in the end prove calculated to ensure 
the friendly co-operation feasible under the given circumstances.

—  y  —

T h e N e w  Y o rk  T im es on the N e w  P rim e M in ister.

W e publish below a few passages from an article from the 
pen of Anne O’Hara McCormick entitled “Imredy, Hungary's 
New Premier, Picked to Meet Crisis" which appeared in the May 
16th issue of the "New York Times": —

In international banking circles Imredy is rated as one 
of the best financial brains of Europe. In his smaller field he is 
said to be a match for Schacht. But he is more than a financier. 
By the League commissioners who worked with him in pulling 
Hungary out of the red, he is credited with a Savonarola-like 
character, devout, dedicated, without self-interest or personal
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ambition, absolutely fearless in doing what he conceives to be 
right.^

"No one can talk to Mr. Imredy about the problems of his 
country in relation to the impinging problems of Central Europe 
without being impressed by an unusual combination of strong 
national feeling and capacity to see Hungary as part of a whole 
picture. This man will never surrender the independence of his 
country. He is so keenly alive to the danger of economic de
pendence on Germany that he insists on selling wheat at a loss 
in England in order to keep alternative markets open. But he 
will mix subtlety with resolution in the tortuous course Hungary 
has to steer between independence and vassalage.

“The choice of Mr. Imredy to head a new government is a 
portent. It means that a strong regime is needed to combat Nazi 
agitation and counteract the appeal of National Socialism among 
the landless peasants and the dissatisfied youth of the emerging 
middle class . . .

"The most tragic international consequence of the new 
dictatorships is that they cannot be fought, at least by weaker 
nations, except with their own weapons. Hungary has neither the 
will nor the choice to defy her most powerful neighbor and war 
ally. She must be on good terms with Germany and also with 
Italy, as the first supporter of her revisionist claims, and to this 
extent she swings with the axis. Mr. Imredy announces a five- 
point reconstruction plan, labor camps, public works, a workers' 
recreation movement, rearmament. Evidently he means to build 
up national resistance by inoculation.

“But there is no doubt that the purpose of all this is to 
save Hungary's independence . . . "

SITUATION IN RUMANIA
In a statement to the “Journal de Geneve", M. Petrescu- 

Comnen, Foreign Minister, gave his opinion of Rumania's internal 
political situation as follows: “Rumania has been exposed to the 
influence of the Extreme Right and Left wings of international 
politics, and after many experiments the country has been saved, 
from what might been a fatal danger, by the King. The operation 
was no easy one, but now Rumania is progressing on the path 
of material and moral reinforcement". This over-optimistic 
statement of the Foreign Minister omits to mention that Rumania 
is still under the rule of a military dictatorship which curtails 
the rights and liberties of the inhabitants and in particular of the 
minorities.

The Government continues its struggle against the Iron 
Guards, which began with the arrest of Zeleu Codreanu and other 
leaders of that movement. On 22nd April the Cabinet Council de
creed the final dissolution of the "Everything For The Country 
(Totul pentru Tara) Party, the "Archangel Michael Group" and
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the Iron Guards, as well as the detention of all persons engaged* 
in prohibited activities. Foreign opinion is divided as to what the 
results of ths decree may be. The German Press (“Berlner Borsen 
Zeitung”, May 9) does not believe this to mean the end of the 
Iron Guards movement. It points out that in reality the question 
is one of a clash between two anti-democratic movements of the- 
Right wing, both relying on the principle of dictatorship. On the 
one side stands King Carol, on the other the Codreanu movement. 
The French and English Press on the other hand have expressed 
appreciation of the measure adopted.

C od rea nu  S en ten ced
On May 26th. the military tribunal sitting in Bucharest pas

sed the following sentences on Corneliu Codreanu, leader of the 
Iron Guards: ten years' hard labour for high treason, five years' 
imprisonment for insurrection, three years’ civil disability, and 
eight years' penal servitude for his attempt to subvert the social 
order of the country. The sentence inflicted on the accused is 
the severest known to the new penal code —  ten years' hard 
labour and three years’ civil disability. —  y  —

YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF TRANSPORT IN HUNGARY  
M. Mehmed Spoha, the Yugoslav Minister of Transport,, 

arrived in Budapest on May 4. The Minister inspected, among 
pther things, the Budapest Fair and the railway motor carriages' 
which are being made for Yugoslavia by the State Iron Works in 
Diosgyor. M. Geza Bornemissza, Hungarian Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, gave a dinner in honour of his Yugoslav colleague,, 
who spent a whole week in Hungary. —  y  —

PRINCIPAL OF MEADVILLE DIVINITY COLLEGE —  ~ 
HONORARY DOCTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SZEGED 

On May 9-th the Faculty of Philosophy of the Fracis 
Joseph University of Szeged conferred the title of Honorary 
Doctor of Philosophy upon the Rev. Sydney Bruce Snow, President 
of Meadville Divinity College, who has played an eminent part in. 
rescuing the scholastic funds of the Unitarian Church in Tran
sylvania, In his reply the new Doctor pointed out that his action 
in defence of the interests of the Hungarian minority in Tran
sylvania eighteen years ago was only his duty as a champion of 
justice and humanity. —  y  —

PALACE TO BE BUILT BY THE "SO KO L" IN MEMORY OF 
SARAJEVO ASSASSIN

The official State organization, the “Sokol", decided recently 
to erect new headquarters in Bosanko Grahovo. The building is 
to bear the name of Principe Gavrilo. This new case of the 
glorification of political murder may be allowed to pass without 
further comment. —  y  —
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INSTEAD OF INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION THE LITTLE

ENTENTE PROMISES PROTECTION OF “SPIRITUAL 
NOBILITY" TO MINORITIES

The attitude adopted by the recent Little Entente Conference 
in Sinaia towards the minority problem (the closing communique 
of the Conference is silent on the subject) was defined by the 
political editor of the “Curentul" as follows: “The Little Entente 
will to the fullest extent support the Rumanian standpoint as 
announced to the League of Nations Council. Our countries wish 
to respect the rights of all their subjects, but are not willing to 
take lessons on the subject of their domestic policy from strangers 
living beyong their borders. Consequently, the minorities which 
place themselves under the protection of Rumanian spiritual nobi
lity will always be well treated. Those, however, which think that 
foreign countries will be able to secure them privileges in our 
countries, will be treated according to their deserts as people 
standing without the walls (extra muros)”. (“Curentul", May 6).

The minorities alas! have had very little experience in the 
past two decades of Rumanian or Little Entente spiritual n ob ility ; 
they have therefore no special reason to wax enthusiastic over 
this resolution of the Sinaia Conference, which is directed against 
the League of Nations and the Great Powers.

—  y  —
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

RECRUITING OF ADHERENTS FOR THE UNITED 
HUNGARIAN PARTY FORBIDDEN

Charles Szilard, a retired notary, and Bela Kantor, a farmer, 
both inhabitants of the village of Nyek, are being prosecuted for 
a crime against the “Terror Act" by the Prosecutor General's 
Office in Pozsony (Bratislava). The charge against them is that 
they have appealed to the Hungarians to join the United 
Hungarian Party. —  y  —

A  CZECH WITH NO KNOWLEDGE OF HUNGARIAN  
PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE EXAMINING  

HUNGARIAN TEACHERS
According to the “Slovak” of 12th May, the Pozsony 

(Bratislava) Board of Education has appointed a Czech Socialist
53



DANUBIAN REVIEW

named Jiri president of the committee of examiners of Hungarian 
teachers. Neither the temporary President whose place Jiri has 
taken nor Jiri himself can speak a word of Hungarian. Despite 
this he will examine the Hungarian candidates. —  y  —

CZECH AND SLOVAK OFFICERS M AY NOT MARRY 
HUNGARIANS

At a meeting of the Senate on 18th May Senator Coloman 
Fussy (Hungarian Party) said that Czech and Slovak customs 
officers, excisemen, and officers and non-commissioned officers in 
the Czech army, would not receive permission from their superiors 
to marry Hungarian women. —  y  —

THE POZSONY WIRELESS STATION IGNORES OFFICIAL  
HUNGARIAN NAMES OF TOWNS

In an appeal to the Post-Master-General, M. Bela Szilassy, 
Senator of the United Hungarian Party, has protested against the 
broadcasting station at Pozsony (Bratislava), in its Hungarian 
broadcasts, refusing to use the Hungarian names even of those 
towns which have officially recognized Hungarian names. More
over, the Senator demands that the Hungarian broadcasts should 
be placed under the charge of the Hungarian Cultural Associa
tion in Slovakia, in order to put an end to their anti-Hungarian 
tendency. —  y  —

RUMANIA
PRINCIPAL ANTI-MINORITY PROVISIONS OF NEW  

RUMANIAN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION LAW
The decret lege dealing with public administration promul

gated the other day contains provisions seriously affecting the 
national minorities in Rumania. In terms of §§ 24 and 25 only 
the two Rumanian (Greek Oriental and Greek Catholic) Churches 
are guaranteed the right to a seat each on the Parish and 
Municipal Councils. This provision places the minority 
denominations in an inferior position. Compared with the Public 
Administration Act of 27th March, 1936, the new decret lege 
is a further curtailment of minority rights, for under the former 
this restriction applied only to Parish Councils.

The use of minority languages has also been further rest
ricted by the new decret lege. For § 40 makes it dependent on 
the permission of the higher authorities whether in places where 
the majority of the populations are minority subjects the 
minority members of the Parish Councils may express their 
opinions in their mother-tongue, in which case, however, their 
speeches must be immediately translated into Rumanian. In the 
Public Administration Act of 1936 this provision applied only 
to Municipal and County Councils. In this connection we would
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note that in pre-War Hungary the use of their mother-tongues 
was fully guaranteed by law to the nationalities in every sphere 
of self-government (Parish, Municipal and County Councils),

The provision contained in § 52, which does away with the 
ancient frontier between Transylvania and Older Rumania (the 
Regate), is a severe blow to the national minorities in the former 
province. For the new arrangement has divided the country 
into seven provinces in a manner calculated to ensure that in 
each of the provinces Transylvanian counties, where civilization 
is on a higher level, will be combined with those of the Regate, 
where the standard of culture is low.

*

Two new decrees seriously affecting the minorities were 
published in the April 15th issue of the official gazette. The 
one dealing with ‘‘the maintenance of order within the State” 
contains amongst other things the provision that "N o political 
organization may be formed, or may pursue any activity, except 
on the conditions stipulated in a special law to be framed for 
the purpose". This provision precludes the possibility of 
organizing any parties to take the place of those of the Hun
garians and other national minorities in Rumania which have 
been dissolved, although they were ethnical rather than political 
parties.

The minorities are also seriously affected by the decree 
concerning “the control of funds maintaining periodical press 
publications”, for in terms thereof any press publication 
appearing at least thirty times a year may not be published 
except by a joint stock company, which, as its owner, may not 
engage in any other business. The enormous expense of converting 
themselves into joint stock companies and the excessive company 
taxes will prove a heavy and unjustifiable burden to the
minority newspapers. The decree will be responsible for numerous 
minority papers having to cease and will thus plunge many 
minority citizens into want. —  y  —

NEW MINORITY DEPARTMENT
For the first time since Rumania was expanded territorially 

by the Peace Treaties has a legal measure dealing with the 
minorities been issued. (The population of Rumania, according 
to the official statistics, is roughly 18 million souls, of whom
4.862.000 are minority citizens.) But the decret lege consisting 
of six paragraphs, published in the official gazette on 4th 
May, does not codify the actual situation of the minorities; 
it merely determines the sphere of action of the minority 
department attached to the Prime Ministry. The minority 
directorate which has hitherto operated in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Education, was a bureau of information on minority
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questions of an ethnic and denominational nature. The sphere 
of authority of the new minority department (comisariatul 
general) extends to the control of the manner in which regula
tions are being applied to the minorities. Besides this, it will 
investigate questions arising in connection with the minorities 
and will suggest to the authorities concerned ways and means 
of solving questions of that sort. Before taking action the 
administrative authorities must ask the opinion of the department 
on all important minority questions (religion, education, 
institutions, etc.).

The statement contained in the address issued by the 
Premier, Patriarch Christea Miron, to the youth of Rumania, 
in which he said that the minorities were entitled to progress 
in Rumania, was made in connection with the establishment of 
this new department. What the Premier said was: "W e
Rumanians, though we live and die for Rumania, respect the 
rights of the minorities” . Unfortunately the venerable Patriarch 
forgets that hitherto the Rumanian Administration has not 
fulfilled a single one of the undertakings given to the Allied 
and Associated Powers in the minority treaty concluded in 
Paris on 9th December 1919. —  y  —

EVEN MINORITY NEWSPAPERS OBLIGED TO ADOPT 
RUMANIAN TITLES AS WELL

In April the Ministry of the Interior prohibited the further 
appearance of the local daily paper “Ujsag” published at Szatmar. 
The Rumanian press authorities are exercising an ever-increasing 
pressure on the minority press. The general tendency seems to be to 
Rumanianise the minority papers successively. The German and 
Hungarian papers published at Temesvar have been compelled to 
add Rumanian titles to their original ones. Any information in 
the title page (such as the subscription fees, etc.) must be printed 
in Rumanian only; the same applies to the date of publication.

The “Banater Deutsche Zeitung", the favourite paper of the 
Swabian population in the Banate, has likewise been ordered to 
change the spelling of its title —  against the principles of German 
orthography —  and print “Banat-er” instead of “Banater" in its 
title, A  few days ago the same paper had to print the Rumanian 
translation of the title under the original German title: “Ziarul 
German Banateau”. Another German paper, the “Temesvarer 
Zeitung”, was ordered to change its title to “Timisoarer 
Zeitung” (the Rumanian name of the town of Temesvar); later 
on the paper was invited to spell its new title in the same man
ner as the one mentioned above (i. e. “Timisoara-er Zeitung”) ; 
finally it had to adopt a double title: "Timisoara-er Zeitung,
Ziarul Timisoarei". Similarly, a Hungarian paper published at 
Temesvar, the “Deli Hirlap” (Noon Mail) has to add the new 
Rumanian title “Cotidian de Dimineata”. —  y  —
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HOW ASSETS OF SAXON UNIVERSITY HAVE BEEN
PARTITIONED

The law published in the official gazette on June 3, 1937 
(No. 126) —  as we have already mentioned —  ordered the
dissolution of the Saxon University, an institution that had been 
in existence for many centuries and possessed enormous material 
resources; it was, in fact, the symbol of Saxon self-government. 
The remainder of the University's assets —  which had already 
been reduced to almost nothing by the land reform —  has been 
distributed in such a way that 75% has been given to the 
Metropolitan of the Greek Orthodox Church and the Greek 
Catholic Cardinal of Balazsfalva, while the Saxon Lutheran 
Bishopric of Nagyszeben has received only 25%. A  royal decree 
issued on May 6, 1938, now provides for the final settlement of 
the division. Out of the 75 million lei paid out by the Ministry 
of Finance only 17.5 millions have been given to the Lutheran 
Church, while the Metropolitan of Nagyszeben has received 52.5 
millions and the Cardinal of Balazsfalva 2 millions, i. e. 75% 
of the total amouru, (Siebenbiirgisch Deutsches Tageblatt, May 8).

— y —
YUGOSLAVIA

THE CONDITIONS OF THE SOLUTION OF THE 
HUNGARIAN MINORITY PROBLEM

In connection with the Conference the Serb Press, on the 
strength of a statement made by Premier Stoyadinovitch, wrote 
that no complaints had been forthcoming from the Hungarians 
as regards the lot of the Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia; the 
Hungarians enjoyed in the fullest measure the right guaranteed 
in the minority treaties and therefore an agreement could be 
arrived at in a few hours between Hungary and Yugoslavia. W e  
are ready to admit that under M. Stoyadinovitch's regime a 
certain improvement has been noticeable during the past two 
years in the lot of the Hungarian minority, but only in that the 
ruthless persecution and molestation of the Hungarians by the 
authorities has been replaced by a more lenient treatment and 
that little or no restriction is now placed on the activity of Hun
garian cultural and social associations. This improvement, 
however, by no means signifies that all the rightful demands of 
the Hungarian minority are being fulfilled.

Were the Government really willing to solve the Hungarian 
problem, the least it could do would be to accede to the 
following minimum demands.

1. In  the sp h ere o f  p olitics  and adm inistration. The 
organization of an independent political party, with a propor
tional, or at least a fairly proportional, representation in both 
Houses of Parliament. Proportional representation in the Hun
garian settlement areas in the self-governing bodies (Parish,
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Municipal and Banate Councils), Inland Revenue Committees, 
Chambers of Advocates, Doctors, Commerce, Industry and 
Agriculture and their Boards, and a fair share of posts in public 
offices. Hungarian villages should have Hungarian notaries.

2. In  the sp h ere o f  education  and culture. The introduction 
of Hungarian as the language of instruction in all so-called 
"Hungarian” sections of the elementary schools and the 
establishment of such sections in every town and village where 
the number of Hungarian school-children justifies such a mensure. 
The extension to the Hungarians of the educational and other 
privileges enjoyed by the German and Rumanian minorities. The 
employment of teachers of Hungarian nationality in the Hun
garian sections of schools. The establishment of Hungarian 
infant schools. Permission to establish private Hungarian schools- 
of any type, and the repeal of the relevant prohibitive provisions 
of the Education Act,

3. S ocia l organizations and the use o f  m in ority  languages. 
Full liberty to form Hungarian social organizations, with no 
restrictions on their activity. Permission to organize a general 
union of Hungarian societies. Permission to form Hungarian sport 
clubs. In keeping with the provisions of the minority treaties, 
the right to use the Hungarian language in the courts of justice, 
public offices and business life,

4 . In  the sp h ere o f  econ om ics. Hungarian undertakings and
enterprizes should receive a proportional share of public 
contracts. Permission to establish Hungarian banks and co- 
operative societies. A  suitable modification of the Co-operative 
Societies Act in conformity with the interests of the Hungarian 
minority. The payment of the sums fixed by law as compensation 
for the lands taken from Hungarian landowners under the Land 
Reform. —  y  —

IMPOSSIBLE SITUATION IN HUNGARIAN SECTIONS
OF SCHOOLS

Dr. Peter Batta has appeared before M. Stankovitch, the 
Minister of Agriculture, and informed him of the impossible 
situation prevailing in the Hungarian sections of the elementary 
schools in Magyar-Kanizsa. Among other things he mentioned 
that in the outlying environs of the village the teachers of the 
Hungarian sections are faced with an almost insoluble problem; 
thus at Oromhegyes one teacher has to teach 247 pupils, at 
Adorjan 185, and at Totfalu 124 pupils. Dr. Batta, therefore, 
esked for the appointment of at least six teachers, in order to be 
able to cope with the present impossible situation. M. Srankovitch 
made a solemn promise —  for the sixth time —  to fill the 
above-mentioned vacancies at Magyar-Kanizsa and to redress the 
grievances of the Hungarian minorities in the near future. 
("Naplo", April 29). —  y —
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HUNGARIAN LANGUAGE GRIEVANCES
The head-teacher of the State Elementary School of 

Doroszlo (Doroslovo) has forbidden the Hungarian pupils to be 
taught Hungarian church hymns. The Roman Catholic parish 
priest reported the case to the Bishop of Szabadka (Subitica), 
who thereupon applied to the Ban's Office. It depends now on 
the decision of the Ban whether the Hungarian children of 
Doroszlo will henceforth be allowed to sing Hungarian church 
hymns.

One evening (on May 8) a party of Hungarians assembled 
in the Merchants’ Club listened to the Hungarian songs played 
by the gipsy band there. ‘ ‘Enraged" by this, a Serb customs 
official assaulted the conductor of the band and stabbed him 
twice with his knife.

According to a Government decree (No. 1875/1938.) recently 
published in the Yugoslav official gazette, dancing must hence
forth be taught “exclusively in the Serbo-Croat language”. 
Dancing masters must be Yugoslav citizens who have a full 
command of the national language.

— y  —
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NOTABLE DECREASE IN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND
IRON INDUSTRY

The production of raw iron in April decreased by 104.000 
tons (last year’s figure was 140.000 tons). The figures of the total 
production of the firsV four months of this year show that the 
production of raw iron was 9.3°/o, and that of raw steel almost 
10%, lower than last year. The production of coal fell from
1.396.000 tons in March to 1,248.000 tons in April (against
1.344.000 tons last year). —  The output of brown coal amounted 
to 1,443.000 tons in April, 1937; in April this year it fell to
1.359.000 tons (from 1,506.000 tons in March). The production 
of coke decreased by 15.7%> as compared with March. The volume 
of coal exports fell from last year's 177.000 tons to 152.000 tons 
(in March 178.000 tons); that of brown coal exports fell from 
last year's 160.000 tons to 145.000 tons (the same in March). —  
The production of coke fell from 62.000 tons in 1937 to 52.000 
tons in April this year (in March it amounted to 70.000 tons).

The volume of the exports of the textile industries during 
the first four months of this year was 25.5% less than last year, 
while its value decreased by 5.2% as compared with the first four 
months of last year. As against the average for 1927— 29, the 
volume of exports shows a decrease of 54.8%, and its value one of 
60.5%. —  As regards the importation of raw materials in the 
textile industry, its volume —  during the same period —  shows 
a decrease of 38.2%, while its value decreased by 45.8%. This 
extraordinary decrease in the volume and value of raw materials 
imported has caused a considerable rise in unemployment.

The export of hosiery, knitted gloves and other knitted 
articles is fluctuating. While the volume of hosiery exports in 
the first four months of this year was 33% higher than last year, 
that of knitted gloves decreased by 25.5%. The same decline is 
in evidence in respect of leather gloves exports. While the total 
amount of leather gloves exported in April 1937 was 478.220 
pairs, in April this year the total amount sold abroad was only 
387.539 pairs. The value of last year's leather glove exports 
was 9.6 million crowns, while in April this year it fell to 8.1 
millions. —  y  —
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HUNGARY
FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRAMME OF 

GOVERNMENT
Addressing the House on the introduction of his Cabinet,, 

M. Imredy, the new Hungarian Premier, announced the realisa
tion of the Government's new 1000 million investment scheme. 
In the first place, the demands of home defence will have to> 
be taken into consideration, besides which significant sums will 
be spent on the necessary public works and credit operations. 
The assessment of taxes will be made more reasonable from a 
social point of view; in this connection the Government intends 
to introduce the “ jury" system. Excise will be decreased. The 
farming classes will be enabled to buy more land by the conver
sion of newly purchased estates into a series of “life leases". 
The control of banks will be extended over the entire banking 
system. Should certain conditions make it necessary, the nationa
lisation of a number of war industries may also be considered. 
The Government, furthermore, intends to introduce compulsory 
labour service, whereby the younger generations of the educated 
classes will come into close contact with the younger genera
tions of labourers and farmers, and will thus be able to 
acquaint themselves with, and to appreciate, their work and 
mentality. The system of “chambers" (those of commerce, 
industry, lawyers etc.) will be extended to cover other professions. 
The chambers within themselves will be subdivided into four 
different units; one for the industrial establishments (factories, 
State works, etc,); one for the leaders of industrial establishments; 
one for the staff; and one for the manual labourers. Agricul
tural credit will be made cheaper and more easily available, and 
the establishment of farmers’ co-operative societies will also be 
promoted. The Government intends to prevent the partition of 
landed property into abnormally small portions, below a 
certain minimum. The development of further trade relations 
with other countries is also an important part of the Govern
ment's scheme. The National! Bank has already provided for 
substantial reserves, and it intends to pursue this policy with 
the utmost care, because the provision of the large supplies of 
raw materials required under the Government's new investment 
scheme will not be possible without considerable reserves of 
foreign exchanges. The State will provide for employment offices,, 
which have hitherto been maintained by private individuals.

--- y —

MAJOR PROCTER URGES PERMANENT AIR SERVICE 
BETWEEN LONDON AND BUDAPEST

Major Henry Procter, M. P. (Cons.) pleaded in the House 
of Commons, on May 18, for the urgent establishment of a
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direct air service between Great Britain and Hungary, in order 
to enable British visitors to reach the Hungarian plains in the 
shortest possible time. This would, at the same time, be a token 
of true sympathy towards a country which the Treaty of Trianon 
has forbidden to maintain an air force of its own. This act of 
courtesy would be highly appreciated by the whole Hungarian 
nation. —  y —

RUMANIA
TRADE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN GERMANY AND  

HUNGARY TO MEET CHANGE OF CONDITIONS
The negotiations between the German and Hungarian com

missions led, on May 7-th, to the signing of certain agreements 
necessitated by the recent union of Austria and Germany. It 
has been agreed that the agreements referring to payments and 
the exchange of goods, together with a number of other agree
ments and provisions, shall apply automatically to Austria in 
the same form as they have hitherto existed between Hungary 
and Germany, while the extension of the Hungarian-German 
Trade Agreement as a whole, including tariff regulations, will 
follow —  with certain modifications —  after the incorporation 
of Austria in the German tariff system. Special resolutions have 
been taken to secure the stability of transit trade between 
Austria and Hungary during this period of transition.

Semi-official reports in Hungary express the hope that 
after the reunion of Austria with Germany these agreements —  
which are described as wholly satisfactory in every respect —  
will result in a further increase ot the steadily improving 
exchange of goods between Germany and Hungary.

The following figures will serve as an illustration of trade 
relations between Hungary on the one hand and Germany and 
Austria on the other. Germany: Imports, 124.7 million pengo. 
(26.2%); Exports, 141.5 million pengo. (24%). Austria: Imports, 
85.3 mil. p. (17.9%); Exports, 99.3 mil. p. (16.9%). Total: 
Imports, 210 million pengo. (44.1%); Exports, 240.9 mil. p. 
(40.9%).

These figures far exceed those showing Hungary's trade 
relations with other countries. Thus, for instance, Italy figures 
with 12% in Hungary's export trade, while the participation of 
Great Britain amounts only to 7%, and that of Rumania and 
Switzerland to 4% each. On the other hand, Hungary's other im
ports originate from Rumania (9%), Italy (7%), Czecho-Slovakia 
(6%), and Great Britain (5%). Until 1937 Italy —  occupying the 
second place on our export list —  had not purchased one third 
of the amount purchased from us by Germany and Austria. 
Rumania's participation is even less, although she occupies the 
third place on our import list, after Germany and Austria.

— y —
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YUGOSLAVIA
PASSIVE FOREIGN TRADE BALANCE IN THE FIRST FOUR 

MONTHS OF THE YEAR
Compared with last year's figures, the foreign trade balance 

of Yugoslavia in the first months of the current year shows a re
markable decline. The total volume of Yugoslavia's export trade 
during this period amounted to 1569.5 million dinars; this, com
pared to last year's figures (1903.4 millions) means a decrease by 
333.8 millions (17.54%). The import trade of the country 
amounted to 1743.8 million dinars, which is 176 millions 
(11.16%) more than last year (1568.8 millions). It appears, there
fore, that a profit of 334.6 million dinars in 1937 stands against 
a deficit of 174.3 millions in Yugoslavia's foreign trade balance 
this year. Among those articles whose export shows the most 
considerable decrease are wheat, copper, mining products, wood 
and flax. If we examine the list of Yugoslavia's purchasers it 
appears that Great Britain was the only country Yugoslavia's 
exports to which in the forst four months of this year show 
a slight increase. The deficit in relation to Germany is so large 
that it equals the total deficit incurred in relation to all the 
other countries. ("Jugoslavenski Lloyd”, May 25.)
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S P O R T S
FOOTBALL

The last Hungarian cup matches were played at the end of 
May. As a result the “Ferencvaros" has won the league cham
pionship for the year 1937/38 by 47 points; the “Ujpest" team 
being second with 44 points, the third place being taken by the 
“Hungaria” team with 40 points.

It is characteristic of Hungary's football conditions that the 
Capital or its immediate environs alone were able to show really 
first class results. All the leading teams belong to this category* 
while the provincial teams only figure as eighth on lower.

One of the greatest events of Central European football was 
the Budapest visit of the Wolverhampton Wanderers. At Buda
pest the British team played after a full rest, unlike in other 
places, where they proceeded to the playing ground direct from 
the railway station. Consequently, their performance was satis
factory: their play against the Hungarian representative team 
ended in a draw (no score). The Hungarian sporting press wrote 
of the technical performance of the British team in terms of 
high praise and referred to the high standard of British football.

In previous issues of our Review we have already spoken of 
the intolerant attitude towards the minorities shown in Rumania 
even in sporting matters. The Rumanian press, for instance, has 
repeatedly spoken in terms of unqualified abuse on the Hungarian 
footballers; regarding it as an outrage that the Rumanian repre
sentative team should consist almost exclusively of Hungarians.

W e cannot understand what the Hungarians have done to 
deserve these attacks. Had they proved unable to rise superior to 
the chauvinistic mentality displayed by the Rumanians, Rumanian 
football sport would find itself in a most embarrassing situation; 
for, on all occasions when it is a question of serious sporting 
events, the Hungarians are thrown into the breach. In the inter
national football championship contest now in progress, for in
stance, the Rumanian representative team containing o n ly  tw o  
players of Rumanian nationality, most of the others being 
Magyars.

LAW N  TENNIS
The tennis season in Hungary began with the Davis Cup 

Matches, Hungary’s first opponent was Germany, one of Europe's 
strongerst teams. Though tennis is not one of the strongest points 
in Hungary's sporting life, the defeat suffered at the hands of 
the Germans (3 : 2) was not discouraging. —  y  —
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