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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

THE EMPEROR’S CENSORS WERE MORE DEMOCRATIC 
THAN DR. HODZA. THE “SLOVAK" PROTESTS AGAINST  

ITS REPEATED SUPPRESSION

Articles in the “Slovak", the organ of Hlinka's Slovak 
Catholic People's Party, have been suppressed even more 
frequently than usual during the last few weeks by the Czecho
slovak Public Prosecutor. On Sunday, 29th August, the entire 
leading article entitled “The President and the Slovaks" dealing 
with President Benes' speech of 22nd August at Uherske Hra- 
diste (Ungarisch Hradisch) was suppressed. This article con
tained a criticism of the President’s speech, in which, among 
other things, it was stated that “Czechs, Moravians and Slovaks 
are one." Two days later another leading article in the "Slovak" 
entitled “No discussion is allowed any more in the Democracy", 
parts of which had been cut out by the censor, was suppressed. 
In this article the "Slovak" protested against the suppression of 
the first article. In the same issue certain passages in another 
article criticizing the behaviour of Czech school-inspectors in 
Slovakia were deleted by the Public Prosecutor's Office.

On September 1st the "Slovak" again returned to the ques
tion of the two suppressions and referring to Premier Hodza's 
work of six volumes entitled “Articles, Speeches and Essays" 
amongst other things said:

“ H odza’s work treats of every single political event that 
had taken place and all praise is due to him for not omitting 
anything and for his fearless criticism of everybody. He did 
not even spare the King, although in Hungary at that time the 
person of the monarch was considered sacred and inviolable. 
True, he was lucky in that His Majesty's censors were more 
progressive and democratic than Hodza's are today. Since then 
much water has passed under the bridges; many changes have 
taken place; the aggressive little Budapest journalist has be
come Prime Minister of the Czecho-Slovak Republic; the law 
pronouncing the inviolability of the person of the ruler has 
lapsed; we have a President who is the disciple of one whose
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motto all his life long was "Democracy, i. e. free discussion". 
And yet we find that while Hodza was free to launch violent 
attacks against the King, such as we find of on page 296, of Vol. I 
of his "Articles, Speeches and Essays", we may not enter into 
the mildest of polemics with President Benes, about questions 
of the greatest importance to the Slovak nation, thanks to the 
fact that Hodza —  who so bitterly attacked the Emperor-King —  
has a better system of censorship than had Banffy, Tisza and 
the other Hungarian Premiers. W e are reluctant to say so, but 
in the interests of truth it must be stated that the liberty of 
the press was never so much of a myth in Slovakia  as it is now 
under the Premiership of a Slovak and a former journalist. If 
the censor prevents us from stating this truth in the press, we 
shall proclaim it in Parliament; but we shall never allow bu
reaucratism to silence the voice of serious discussion in the 
press. The Premier who criticizes must be prepared to have his 
own administration criticized: the man who heaped bitter
criticism on crowned heads must allow us to enter into a mild 
argument with the President of a Democracy.

"That our readers may see what the Slovak journalist, M. 
Hodza, was permitted to write in the old Hungarian era —  
things we should never dare to write in this democratic one —  
we shall cite a few sentences from Hodza's articles:

‘The King's behaviour therefore cannot be reconciled with a 
respect for the Constitution and the people', were the words in 
which Hodza accused the King. Would anyone dare to use them 
today about the President? What he said of the Hungarian 
Ministers was more biting still: ‘I watch that miserable Kossuth, 
conceited Count Andrassy, malevolent Apponyi; I watch the rabid 
murderer of the folk, Banffy, and the pharisaical and haughty 
aristocrat, Zichy.’ "

Lower down the "Slovak" continues thus:
“In the introduction to his book "A  talk with the Slovaks" 

President Benes —  then Minister of Foreign Affairs —  attacked 
the Slovak Autonomist in an undisguisedly bitter and argumenta
tive tone at a time when our whole Autonomist press was sup
pressed, when therefore it was technically impossible for us to 
reply. One thing he said was:

“It is my right and my duty to speak to Czech and Slovak 
public opinion, and it is also my right to demand a hearing.'

"W e have never denied the President that right. But at the 
present moment when our duty is merely to listen without 
criticism to the President's words, they have lost their signi
ficance for us.

“And if the President identifies himself with the behaviour 
of the censor in Pozsony, we should be greatly obliged if he
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refrained from addressing us at all; for the Pozsony censor 
compels the Autonomist press to accept every one of the Pre
sident's statements so humbly that it might as well not publish 
them at all.

"The abuse of power of which the censor was guilty on 
Sunday was shocking. In pre-war days no Austro-Hungarian 
censor ever suppressed a newspaper so drastically and unde- 
mocratically for a moderate and impartial statement of its views 
on the opinion of the Austro-Hungarian Emperor-King as did 
the Pozsony censor when forbidding all comments on the Pre
sident's speech at Uherske Hradisk6.

"Until this democratic Republic of ours passes a law for
bidding the press to comment on the opinions or statements of 
the President, we shall regard the abuses of the censor as a 
grave infraction of our rights as guaranteed in the Constitution, 
and shall continue to defend ourselves against such behaviour on 
the part of the authorities."

In its issue of September 3rd the “Slovak" again attacks 
the censorship of the press and amongst other thing says:

“With one stroke of the pen the Czech censor may delete 
what does not please him as a Czech. W e may be in the right 
a thousand times; we may revise every single line, every single 
word, a thousand times, but the censor will have the last word. 
W e journalists do not know what rules must be observed. We 
can never say with a clear conscience that the censor will not 
confiscate what we have written. There are no rules. All depends 
on the mood of the censor and is left to his discretion. What 
is passed today may be banned tomorrow. What is released for 
a weekly may be banned in a daily. What is allowed to appear 
in petit may be forbidden in italics. The censor has sovereign 
rights. W e are helpless. Where the press is censored, it is a 
sign that those in power are afraid of the voice of the people 
*nd try to prove their lack of fear (like the little boy who 
whistles because he is afraid in the dark) by having resort to 
censorship."

Farther on the "Slovak" continues as follows:
"W e do not want to feel as though we were living in a 

colony. W e are at home and we are masters here. The President 
of the Republic says he regards himself as a Czecho-Slovak and 
not a Czech in feeling. Very well! W e respect his feelings, 
however new they are. For that they are new may be gathered 
from many of the speeches delivered by Dr, Benes between 1916 
and 1918 in which he used the expressions "W e  Czechs" and 
" This Czech nation". In fact the Czech bureau in Paris published 
a map with a French text of the Czech provinces and one of 
them was Slovakia. And if he has his own arguments in support
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of this point of view, we have our own arguments against it, 
and if we compare arguments, ours seem much more weighty 
from our point of view. Not for the whole world would we ever 
surrender our Slovak language and our Slovak nationality.”

—  y —

REPLY TO A  LECTURE GIVEN BY THE CZECHOSLOVAK  
MINISTER OF JUSTICE AT TATRALOMNIC

A  summer course dealing with Central European questions 
was arranged in the second half of August in the watering 
place Tatralomnic, which was attended by a considerable number 
of students from abroad. Among others a lecture was given by 
M. Ivan Derer, the Czecho-Slovak Minister of Justice, dealing 
mainly with the relations between Czechs and Slovaks; the Min
ister also commented upon the minority question. Speaking of 
the schools of the Hungaran minority the Minister asserted that 
the number of these schools was in strict keeping with the 
exact percentage of the Hungarian minority.

It was not very long before this audacious and cynical 
statement was answered from the other side. At the general 
assembly of the United Hungarian Party in Nagyida M. Andor 
Jaross, member of the Prague Parliament and President of the 
Party, made the following declaration:

“Let me inform the Minister that the Hungarian minority 
would be entitled to a further 60 elementary schools, 4 secondary 
schools, 1 teachers training college, 14 senior schools, 3 special 
schools, and 1 Hungarian University, if we only take into ac
count the number of the scholastic institutions of the German 
minority —  not to speak of those of the Czecho-Slovak 
population."

M. Jaross also commented upon the fact that one million 
Hungarian inhabitants of the Czecho-Slovak Republic are not 
allowed to have a cooperative central of their own.

Another Hungarian member of the Czecho-Slovak Parlia
ment, M. Geza Porubszky, addressed these remarks to M. Derer: 
The scholastic position of the Hungarian minority, which forms 
4,7% of the total population of the Republic, may be described 
by the following statistical data: Out of the total number of 
311 secondary schools the Hungarian minority would be entitled 
to 15 schools; actually it has only 8. —  Out of the 97 teachers' 
training colleges it ought to have 5 and it has only 2. —  Not 
one of the 15 training colleges for infant school teachers is Hun
garian. —  There is not one single Hungarian University to cater 
for the demands of almost one thousand Hungarian students, 
and even the Hungarian chair at the University of Pozsony
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(Bratislava) is vacant. —  2054 Hungarian school children are 
obliged to go to non-Hungarian schools. —  13.000 Hungarian 
elementary school children are without Hungarian schools. —  
This —  according to the law introduced by M. Derer himself —  
means the lack of 250 Hungarian classes and the loss of their 
daily bread to the same number of Hungarian teachers. —  The 
same applies to the Hungarian senior schools of which —  ac
cording to the "exact" ethnographic percentage —  there should 
be 36, while their actual number is not more than 17. Some 
Hungarian counties are left without Hungarian schools (Szepsi, 
Parkany, Dunaszerdahely, etc.), though, at the same time, there 
are Czech senior schools in them maintained by the State.

This is the "truth" of Tatralomnic —  in reality!
—  y  —

ALIENS AND "HOMELESS" SUBJECTS BEING ORDERED TO 
SELL THEIR REAL ESTATE IN THE FRONTIER ZONE

IN RUTHENIA

In Ruthenia the provisions of the Czecho-Slovak Defence 
of the Republic Act which apply to estates in the frontier zone, 
i. e. to property belonging to aliens, are now being put into 
force. The Provincial Office has notified several aliens who pos
sess property in the frontier zone that they must sell it to 
"reliable" Czecho-Slovak citizens by the end of the year. This 
notice was served on them by way of the local notary's office 
and four months were allowed to effect the sale. This is the 
first instance of subjects of a foreign State being required to part 
with their property in the frontier zone.

The Act mentioned above, which was dealt with exhaustively 
in this Review at the time, was passed by the National Assembly 
last summer. By the August of last year foreign subjects were 
obliged to prove their right to their property in Czecho-Slovakia. 
The orders issued by the Ruthenian Provincial Office apply to 
the estates of several old Hungarian families, who will now be 
forced to sell them.

Owing to the chaos obtaining where the question of citizen
ship is concerned, it is to be feared that not only the properties 
of owners whose citizenship and passports are foreign, but also 
those belonging to people classed as "homeless" by the notorious 
decision passed in 1930 by the Czecho-Slovak Courts of Ad
ministration, will be expropriated, despite the fact that the latter 
owners have been domiciled in Ruthenia for decades and in terms 
of the Minority Treaty of Saint-Germain and the Treaty of 
Trianon are entitled to be recognized as subjects of the Czecho
slova k  Republic. —  y  —
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THE EXECUTION OF THE DIVISIONAL SENIOR SCHOOL 
BILL —  ANOTHER ATTACK AGAINST THE HUNGARIANS

An appeal concerning the distribution of Divisional Senior 
Schools has been addressed to Government by M. Andor Jaross, 
member of the Czecho-Slovak Parliament and President of the 
United Hungarian Party. He reminds Government that during 
the Parliamentary discussion of the Bill concerning Divisional 
Senior Schools (No. 233, 1935) the Hungarian members very 
ifiercely condemned the suggestion that the State should mono
polise the right of maintaining such schools. Their fears have 
been corroborated by the fact that within the last eighteen 
months, i. e. since the law was passed, not one Hungarian 
school of this category has yet been established. The Provincial 
Council of Slovakia has organized 121 Senior School Districts, 
but only two of these are Hungarian; Hungarian villages, too, 
have been grouped under the 119 Czecho-Slovak Senior School 
Districts, while the language of teaching has not been fixed with 
regard to the schools in the Hungarian districts, —  y  —

RUMANIA

W H Y CZECHO-SLOVAKIA AND YUGOSLAVIA FINDS 
FAULT W ITH RUMANIA'S MINORITY POLICY

The following report from Bucharest was published in the 
"Slovensky Dennik", the mouthpiece of the Czecho-Slovak  
Agrarian Party in Bratislava (Aug. 24.): "On Aug. 6. the 
magistrates of the village of Nagylak which, with 9000 inhabitants, 
is the largest Slovak* village in Rumania, have dismissed Paul 
Pajtas, the Slovak notary, from his office, —  with reference to 
the Administration Act, which authorizes the village sherifs to 
provide for the appointment or the dismissal of village officials. 
The dismissal of M. Pajtas was not preceded by any official 
inquiry. He had been in office for fourteen years without 
ever being reprimanded for disciplinary offences; he was the 
only qualified Slovak village notary in Rumania, which has a 
Slovak minority of 60.000.

It is quite possible that the dismissal of M. Pajtas is in 
some connection with the decree issued by the Ministry of the 
Interior, according to which the minority officials in the frontier 
zones may be transferred into the inner parts of the country 
on the recommendation of the General Staff. Whatever the reason 
may be, the dismissal of M. Pajtas has created great depression 
among the Slovak inhabitants of Nagylak."
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This comment is of particular interest as it did not appear in 
a Hungarian paper but in an official organ of a country allied 
to Rumania. —  y  —

#
In terms of the Educational Agreement concluded on 10th 

March, 1933, between Yugoslavia and Rumania, the Ministry of 
Education opened a parallel four class Serb section in the Te~ 
rnesvar State Lyceum and a separate Serb section in the Ru
manian Teachers' Training College in the same town. Now, at 
the beginning of the new school-year, M. Anghelescu, Minister 
of Education, united the four-class Serb section of the Lyceum 
and the Serb section in the Teacher's Training College. In Serb 
minority circles this measure, which is an infraction of the 
Educational Agreement, has given rise to widespread consterna
tion (“ Banater Deutsche Zeitung” , August 25 and “ Deli Hirlap", 
August 26). —  y  —

THE UNIMPEACHEABLE RINGLEADER OF RUMANIAN  
ANTI-REVISIONISM

A  Bucharest morning paper, the “Lumea Romaneasca" has 
launched a bitter campaign against M. Stelian Popescu, general 
manager of the daily paper "Universul" and President of the 
Rumanian League against revision. Among other things, the paper 
recalls those accusations which other two dailies, the “Adeverul" 
and the “Dimineata", had brought up against M. Popescu last 
winter. One of these accusations was that, during the Great War he 
offered his services to General Mackensen for the sum of 100.000 
lei. The “Lumea Romaneasca" calls the anti-revisionist ringleader 
a “bodysnatcher" and tells the readers how, when the village 
church at Cotesti was consumed by fire, the “Universul" started 
public subscription for the benefit of those whose relatives had 
lost their lives at the fire. The subscriptions amounted to huge 
sums of which M. Popescu forgot to give an account, having 
turned them to his own use. M. Popescu's papers are continually 
attacking the Jews although he never has anything to say against 
those Jews and Jewish undertakings with whom he himself 
entertains business relations, and from whom his papers receive 
regular payments. Strange to say, the "Universul" did not reply 
to these accusations but merely asked for the protection of the 
censor after this article was published in the “Lumea Romaneasca”.

THE “DIMINEATA” DEFENDS DEBRECEN BOMB 
OUTRAGE SUSPECT

In several of the more important newspapers throughout the 
world there appeared a report that Catareu had confessed on 
his death-bed in San-Francisco to having been guilty of the bomb
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outrage in Debrecen  shortly before the outbreak of the Great War. 
Now the “Dimineata”  of August 3, referring to the investigations 
made by the “ San-Francisco News", denies that Catareu was 
the guilty person. The history of the above-mentioned bomb 
outrage is that in 1912 a Papal Bull detached a part of 
the Greek Catholic diocese in the purely Magyar north-eastern 
districts and organized a Magyar Greek Catholic diocese there. 
{Hitherto there had only been Ruthenian and Rumanian Greek 
Catholic dioceses in Hungary.) In Rumanian circles a violent 
propaganda opposed this. A  bomb outrage was committed 
against the temporary episcopal seat of the new Magyar 
diocese, and several people were killed. Investigation disclosed 
that one of the criminals was Catareu, who had been living in 
Debrecen under a false name. Catareu managed to make his 
escape. These facts make it more than probable that he was one 
of the guilty persons, in spite of the "Dimineata's" denial.

—  y  —

RUMANIAN PRIESTS TO BE EMPLOYED TO RUMANIANIZE  
THE SZEKLER DISTRICTS

The Elementary Education Act of 26th July 1924 created 
a cultural zone in 10 counties of Transylvania, including the four 
counties of the S zekelyfold  (U dvarhely, Haromszek, Csik and 
M arostorda), in order to further the work of Rumanianization.

This Act offers considerable material advantages (an extra 
50% on their salaries, etc.) to State school teachers in those 
counties who are from other parts of the kingdom. The object 
is to secure the services in the work of Rumanianizing the 
Szeklers of as many Rumanian teachers as possible. Order No. 
105,852 ex 1937 now issued by the drafter of that Act, M. 
Anghelescu, Minister of Education, has thrown open this zone, 
which hitherto was reserved for  Rumanian teachers, to Rumanian 
priests. The Order decrees that any Rumanian (Greek Oriental 
or Greek Catholic) priest who undertakes to serve 10 years in 
the Szekler districts will, on passing an easy examination, re
ceive a teacher's diploma without having to study at a teachers' 
training college. Thus all Rumanian priests who undertake to 
work for 10 years in the Szekler districts as teachers too  will 
enjoy the privileges of the cultural zone. A  Transylvanian news
paper (the "Keleti Ujsag” of 5th September) is of the opinion 
that this decree is meant to supply the shortage of Rumanian 
teachers in the Szekler counties, since teachers from the Regate 
(Older Rumania) do not care to accept appointments in the 
cultural zone, and the Government is unwilling to appoint 
Magyars. According to this same paper 20 of the 29 young

53



D A N U B IA N  R E V IE W

Rumanian teachers in the cultural zone had themselves re-trans
ferred to the Regate at the beginning of the present school- 
year. —  y  —

ALL THE PROPERTY OF THE PREMONSTRATENSIAN  
ORDER CONFISCATED WITHOUT AN ORDER 

FROM THE COURTS

On 6th September a commission headed by Onisifor Ghibu, 
university professor, took possession of the monastery, church, 
chapel and landed estates, as well as of all movable and other 
real assets, of the Premonstratensian Order in Bihar szentmar ton. 
The confiscation, effected without order from the Courts, was car
ried out on behalf of the Ministry of Public Hygiene. The com
mander of the gendarmes ordered the members of the Order to 
pack their belongings in an hour and a half, and while they were 
packing a policeman stood guard over them. They were not 
allowed to inform the monastery in Nagyvarad by telephone of 
what had happened. Professor Ghibu also refused them permis
sion to remove the chalice from the church, saying: "It will be 
good for our church.” The commission then went over to Felix- 
fiirdo, which also belongs to the Order, and Professor Ghibu 
told the tenant that the Rumanian State had taken possession 
of the baths. The county medical officer and the chief engineer 
were put in charge of the watering-place (“ K eleti Ujsag” , 1937, 
September 8, No. 205). —  y  —

THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT DELIVER LETTERS 
ADDRESSED IN HUNGARIAN EVEN IF THE NAME OF 

THE PLACE IS IN RUMANIAN

A  Sz6kler teacher wrote a letter to the Szekely Miko Re
formed Church College in Sepsiszentgydrgy. This letter was 
returned to the sender by the Post Office with the explanation 
that they did not understand "foreign" languages, and this 
although the name of the town was written in Rumanian 
(“ K eleti Ujsag” , September 8). —  y  —

THE SITUATION OF THE MINORITIES 
IN THE ECONOMIC LIFE OF TRANSYLVANIA

The “ Argus", an economic review eppearing in Bucharest, 
recently published an interview between its correspondent and 
the manager of a great industrial undertaking in Transylvania, 
discussing the problem of minority employees in Rumania. The 
unjust campaign, which was recently started against great under
takings in Transylvania, has had a disastrous effect on the
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industrial life of that province, —  the correspondent declares. 
It was alleged that the number of Rumanian employees in Tran
sylvanian factories was still below that of minority employees. 
It would, no doubt, be unjust if Rumanian workers were deprived 
of the opportunity to work; the truth, however, is that not only 
is there no unemployment but that there is an actual shortage 
of available labour in numerous industrial undertakings. Yet it 
would be equally unfair to turn minority people out of such 
branches of work in which they are thoroughly trained and 
whose minutest niceties are thoroughly known to them, merely 
to allow their places to be taken —  by way of preference —  by 
people who lack even the rudimentary training in those branches 
of work. Such a procedure would bring about the ruin of these 
industrial undertakings. The industrial works in Transylvania 
are of no recent date, and the workers as well as the clerical 
employees are thoroughly familiar with every single part of the 
work to be done in them. Consequently, the dismissal of large 
numbers of experienced employees in preference to Rumanian 
applicants would turn the whole industry upside down. Every 
Rumanian citizen has —  irrespectively of his nationality —  the 
full right to live and work as he fulfils his obligations towards 
the State. Since the State does not offer employment to minority 
citizens, they are obliged to earn their livelihood by seeking 
employment in industrial life (P ester L loyd, Sept. 14).

YUGOSLAVIA

GOVERNMENT SHOWS NO ANXIETY TO REDRESS 
EDUCATIONAL GRIEVANCES OF HUNGARIAN MINORITY

At was stated in a former issue of this paper, three leaders 
of the Hungarian minority had conversations, first on 23rd and 
24th October 1936 and then on 28th April 1937, with the Premier 
and a few members of his Cabinet concerning the redress of 
the most bitter educational grievances of the Hungarian minority. 
Both the Prime Minister and the Minister of Education gave 
distinct promises that the grievances enumerated would be re
dressed. Since, howewer, no measures were taken before the 
beginning of the present school-year, and the system of name- 
analysis was even more strictly applied during the registration 
of Hungarian pupils, M. Varady and M. Streliczky, former 
members of the Skupstina, and Dr. Deak  on 2nd September ap
peared in Belgrade before M. Stankovitch, Minister of Agri
culture, who is entrusted with the administration of the Voivo- 
dina, and again urged the Government to keep their promises. 
All that came of M. Stankovitch's intervention was that M. 
Stankovitch gave permission for the first class of the parallel
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Hungarian section of the Belgrade State Teachers' Training 
College, which for your years has been incomplete, to be opened; 
all the rest of the important educational questions he left un
settled. Permission to open the first class of the parallel Hun
garian section, however, by no means signifies that the problem 
of training Hungarian teachers has been solved. For in reply to 
the question as to whether the first class of the parallel Hun
garian section would be opened every year now, the Minister of 
Education said: "It is impossible to tell at present” . But even 
apart from this, it is only by way of an Act of Parliament that 
the question can be definitely solved, and not by a permit from 
the Minister that may be withdrawn at any moment. At present 
there is no prospect of the former alternative being realised.

—  y  —

SPECIAL TA X IMPOSED ON HUNGARIAN SIGNS

In the frontier town of Szabadka (Subotica) a new regulation 
dealing with the duties imposed on shop signs has now come 
into force. This regulation has reduced the duties hitherto im
posed by from 25 to 50 per cent. If, however, the signs are 
written in more languages than one, a separate tax must be paid 
for each non-Slav language. Signs with the text in various Slav 
languages are exempt from this special tax (“ N aplo", August 21).

—  y —

TRANSYLVANIAN HUNGARIAN NEWSPAPER BANNED
IN YUGOSLAVIA

The Yugoslav Government has forbidden the circulation and 
postal delivery of the "K orunk", a Hungarian newspaper ap
pearing in Kolozsvar (”N ovosti", August 28). —  y  —

56


