
H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LIVE

THE LONDON MINORITY CONGRESS

The Thirteenth Minority Congress assembled in London on 
•June 14th. last. At the opening session of the Congress Lord 
Willoughy Dickenson, one of the oldest champions of the rights 
of the minorities, also made a speech. He said inter alia:

“This year England is favoured with the visit of many 
peoples of different nationalities. Besides the Coronation there 
is a superabundance of International Conferences going on. To
day we have the Conference of the Churches in Oxford, next 
week another conference in Edinburgh, in Sussex and elsewhere. 
The task and duty of all those attending these conferences, is 
to soften and reconcile international differences. No task before 
these conferences is more important than the one you are engaged 
in at the present moment. The minority problem is no new 
question. In 1887 there was the question of the protection of 
Christian Minorities in the Turkish Empire. In 1919 new steps 
were necessary to protect those minorities, which were trans
ferred against their will by the rectification of frontiers. Some 
definite protection had to be devised for those under the rule of 
strangers of different race, language etc. The Minority Treaties 
were concluded. They were not merely affecting the minorities, 
but were of great interest in the general settlement of Europe. 
When they were abandoned or departed from, the Settlement 
of the Peace Treaties of Versailles was seriously affected. The 
Polish Government's declaration in Geneva some time ago 
created trouble. —  Secondly the Minority Treaties were of value 
to the States concerned, for large populations differing from the 
majorities in race, language etc. might be a great trouble to 
those majorities. The majorities were therefore asked to accept 
certain obligations, otherwise there might be another war. The 
minority treaties were part of the Peace Settlement and secured 
the world from war. The majorities were asked to make some 
slight sacrifices of sovereignty. The restrictions of the majorities 
consisted in the obligation to allow the minorities to retain their 
own language, send their children to their own schools, allow 
the minorities to worship God in the fashion of their fore
fathers.
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’ English people seemed astonished that there should be 
difficulties in the working of the system. And yet the Majority 
States tried to evade the system. The results were often not only 
ludicrous but tragic. When I visited Eastern Europe some time 
ago, I found German Children singing “Eine feste Burg ist Unser 
Gott" in the Slav language. The tombstones in South Tyrol of 
the Austrian Dead were inscribed in Italian. In Rumania, Hun
garian Waiters were trying to converse in German, as they knew 
no Rumanian and were forbidden to speak in Hungarian.

"The lives of ordinary peoples are made up of little things. 
But the little things make for peace or war. And the complaints 
of the minorities were not limited to these things. In the public 
services, Post Office, Railways etc., the claims of the minorities 
suffered in countless ways. An improvement is only possible by 
the complete acceptance of the spirit that lies at the basis of 
the Treaties. The responsibility lies with the Governments con
cerned and the League of Nations.

"The League of Nations has failed so far. The task of the 
League of Nations is not only to prevent aggression, but also 
to promote peace. It might have exerted itself in many directions 
to that purpose, e. g. the rectification of frontiers, distribution of 
raw materials etc. Had it grappled with the Minority Problems, 
had it set up a body to deal with them, perhaps this question 
would have solved itself. There is no reason why minorities 
should not live in peace with their majorities. What is needed 
is generosity and tolerance on the part of the majorities. We 
cannot rid ourselves of the minorities. There will always be one 
fifth of the inhabitants of Europe under a rule other than their 
own. But the peace of the world will depend on the contentment 
of the minorities. You have gathered together to further this 
contentment. You are the architects of the future palace of 
peace.”

Colonel L'Estrange Malone said:
"There are minorities, it is true, that have no serious 

complaints, but they are truly minorities among minorities. 
Education, schools, language, religion, press, every walk of their 
cultural life is restricted and hampered. Can you imagine 
countries where the bulk of education is imparted in a foreign 
language? Where the majority of teachers are foreigners? Where 
children do not hear a single word spoken in their mother tongue, 
sometimes not even religious teaching and not even in their 
private schools. The same story applies to the newspapers printed 
in the mother tongue of the minorities. Blank columns and blank 
pages show how the censor works, so that the papers become of 
little real value. In many countries intolerance has also invaded 
the sphere of religion, religious functions which bear any 
semblance of national festival have been suppressed, and even
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the churches have been brought into the service of denational
isation. But it is not only in the cultural field that the minorities 
are being persecuted. Forcibly passed laws bring economic 
pressure to bear on the minorities, so that their business life, 
their co-operatives and their livelihood are seriously impaired. 
Agrarian Reform and Reform Colonisation has deprived them of 
their lands. W e see that it is really an attempt to denationalise 
the minorities, to make them feel that they are of an inferior 
race, to be treated with contempt. Such treatment is just the very 
way to bring out to stimulate an opposite movements and to 
make them wish to become again part of their mother land to 
which they are inseparably bound by ties of history, culture and 
language.

‘‘All nations, including Great Britain, and especially the 
signatories to the Minority Treaties, Great Britain, America, 
France, Italy and Japan, are to blame for the failure of the 
League to ensure the observance of the Minority Treaties, whilst 
there was yet time, before the volcano of nationalism had broken 
through, because it was in no small way the suppression 
of nationalities which had caused the wave of nationalism. But 
whilst Britain must take her share of blame, I am glad to remind 
you that Britain, among all the Powers, has taken the lead at 
Geneva in championing the rights of minorities. No other Power, 
officially or unofficially, has done so much. In no other country 
have members of Parliament and other distinguished persons 
concerned themselves so much with this question and even 
formulated petitions and protests, which, I am proud to know, 
have played no small part in restraining the oppression of 
minorities . .  .

"It ought to be a grave warning to the Great Powers, Great 
Britain included, that Minority questions demand urgent attention 
and call for immediate settlement. Minority problems played no 
small part in applying the spark to the tinder which resulted in 
the conflagration of 1914. If the Minority problems are not now 
settled, the peace of Europe and indeed of the world will be 
seriously menaced. Another war will mean the end of the culture, 
not only of the Minorities, but of all mankind.”

The procedure for the protection of the minorities adopted 
by the League of Nations was subjected to the criticism of an 
expert by a paper written by Mr. Arthur Balogh, formerly 
professor in the rumanianised University of Kolozsvar and an 
eminent authority on legal questions, which was submitted by 
Baron John Josika, one of the delegates representing the 
Hungarians (Magyars) of Transylvania. Mr. Balogh summarised 
in the following points the defects of the procedure employed 
in minority questions by the Council of the League of Nations:

1. Thei decisions of the Council are in all cases inspired by 
political motives.
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2. The international guarantees are always explained in a manner 
restricting their application.

3. The Council fails to keep a constant watch on the fate of the 
minorities, concerning itself with their lot only periodically in con
nection with the submission of petitions.

4. Of the 852 minority petitions submitted down to May 31st., 
1936, the Council refused to accept 381 (45%).

5. During the said period the Committee of Three investigated 471 
petitions but only commended to the attention of the Council altogether 
seven (7).

6. The Council does not comprise Members representing those 
States which have lost large numbers of their racial kin, though those 
States are most nearly concerned in the protection of the minorities.

7. The decisions taken by the Council for the protection of 
minorities —  precious few in all —  do not include a single finding 
involving complete reparation.

8. The stipulation that the decisions of the Council must be un
animous is an obstacle to the taking of decisions.

9. The procedure is so. slow that 4— 5 years elapse between the 
presentation of a petition and the taking of a decision in the matter 
involved.

10. The Council does not trouble to ascertain whether its decision 
has been carried into effect by the Government concerned.

11. Only two cases of minority protection have been referred by 
the Council to the Hague Arbitral Tribunal.

This all proves —  so Mr. Balogh says —  that in judging 
of minority matters political considerations in all cases outweigh 
justice. There will never be any minority protection so long as 
this question is regarded as a deliipate one to be settled with 
tender consideration for the feelings of the Governments con
cerned.

The decision unanimously taken by the Congress calls upon 
the Members of the Council of the League of Nations —  and in 
particular upon Great Britain —  to use their influence in 
demanding energetically that the minority rights shall be enforced 
and that the League reform shall include an extension of the 
protection of minorities. The Congress declared, further, that the 
fate of Europe —  the question of peace of war —  depended 
upon the solution of the minority question, and that the obliga
tion undertaken by the League of Nations as guarantor should 
be incorporated in the Covenant of the League and a permanent 
Minority Protection Commission organised.

The British Parliamentary Parties invited the Members of 
the Congress to visit Parliament: this gave the representatives 
of the minorities a fresh opportunity to outline their attitude. 
As, however, the conversation was stated to have been private 
it is not in our power to publish any details.
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So much, however, must have been apparent to the members 
of the British Parliament present and to the people of London 
that the Congress consisted of civilized Europeans whose aims 
are not destructive but constructive and who urge the solution 
of the minority problem exclusively in the interest of Europe 
and peace.

Of the comments that appeared in the British Press in 
connection with the Congress special interest attaches to the 
article by Mr, Victor Gordon Lennox which appeared in the 
“Daily Telegraph", According to Mr. Lennox “in many 
instances the situation of the minorities has deteriorated 
rapidly in recent years. In Esthonia, which for long has 
been held up by the national minorities as a model for 
other States in the matter of minority treatment, a movement 
is on foot to eliminate from the Constitution guarantees for the 
use of minority languages in education.

"In Rumania new legislation is understood to be in pre
paration which will inflict the severest restrictions on the 
minorities, ousting them to a great extent from such positions 
as they have gained in the commercial and industrial life of 
the country. Whether any real satisfaction can come from the 
Czecho-Slovak Government's measures to conciliate the minority 
of 3,500.000 Germans living in Bohemia seems to many observers 
doubtful.

“Suffice it to say that while Governments are increasing their 
measures of repression against their minorities, the minorities 
themselves are proportionately being driven to look beyond the 
national frontiers for support in their efforts to preserve the 
rights and characteristics of life to which they hold themselves 
entitled. In this they are being encouraged by the States which 
dream of enhanced power through increased population and 
extended territories.

"The danger is plain to see. Intervention, on the Spanish 
model, in support of oppressed brethren beyond the national 
frontier would have consequences far graver in Central Europe 
than any that are likely to spring directly from the struggle of 
ideologies in Spain." —  y —

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

PROPOSALS AND COMPLAINTS OF HUNGARIAN LEAGUE  
OF NATIONS UNION OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

At the Congress of the Association of League of Nations 
Unions held at Pozsony at the end of June M. Paul Boncour, 
former Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of France, 
endeavoured to enlist sympathy for the Danube scheme of M. 
Hodza, Prime Minister of Czecho-Slovakia. In a statement made
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to the press he nevertheless thought it necessary to warn Czecho
slovakia that there were numerous races and nations living in 
that country, that providing a magnificent opportunity to enforce 
the fundamental principles of the League of Nations, for the 
formation, independence and greatness of Czecho-Slovakia —  he 
was convinced —  depended upon those very principles. In the 
light of this warning uttered by M. Paul Boncour peculiar 
importance attaches to the proposals submitted to the Congress 
by the Hungarian League of Nations Union of Czecho-Slovakia, 
which demand more effective guarantees of the economic and 
cultural rights of the minorities, the ensuring by international 
means of the observance of the minority laws, the recognition 
of the right of minorities to sue before international tribunals, 
the ensuring of the cultural co-operation of the national groups 
scattered in the several States, the establishment within the 
League of Nations of a permanent Minority Commission consist
ing of experts, and the acceleration of the settlement of 
complaints submitted by minorities. The discussion of these 
proposals was postponed until the October session of the Council 
of the Association. The Hungarian League of Nations Union of 
Czecho-Slovakia also presented the Members of the Congress 
with booklets offering information respecting the complaints and 
grievances of the Hungarians (Magyars) of Czecho-Slovakia, the 
same being based on the official statistical data of the Czecho
slovak Government.

NEWSPAPER SUPPRESSED IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA FOR 
PUBLISHING TRANSLATION OF ESSAY BY PROFESSOR

ARNOLD TOYNBEE

The eminent English Professor, Mr. Arnold Toynbee, who 
is also Director of the Royal Institute of International Affairs 
in London, recently visited Central Europe to study conditions 
and discover the real obstacles to reconcilitiation in that region. 
Professor Toynbee was at first welcomed by the Czecho-Slovak 
press as an undoubted partisan of Czech democracy and Czech 
minority policy. All the greater and more painful, then, was the 
surprise of Czech official circles when they read the eminent 
English savant's sober and objective article in the London 
"Economist” about the conditions under which the integrity of 
Czecho-Slovakia might be preserved. Professor Toynbee has 
declared that it would be in Britain’s interest to solve the 
problem of the minorities, since a satisfactory minority settlement 
must be regarded as the sine qua non of Czecho-Slovakia’s inde
pendence and integrity. Professor Toynbee draws attention to 
the unhappy situation of the Sudeta Germans and warns the 
Czechs that, unless the former are granted self-government,
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relations with Germany cannot be expected to improve, which 
improvement is one of the most important conditions of peace 
and of Czecho-Slovak territorial integrity.

“The Central European Observer”, the English organ of 
Czech propaganda, with forced politeness refutes Professor 
Toynbee's disagreable views on the deliberate policy of 
Czechization and rejects his advice to effect a satisfactory 
settlement of the question of the Sudeta Germans and other 
minorities. The French “Europe Centrale" has attacked Professor 
Toynbee with undisguised fury, calling him a political tourist 
who is "too ready to believe various complaints accompanied 
by threats and who has obviously come under the influence of 
the terrible stories of a Czech reign of terror spread by those 
whose interest it is to do so".

More characteristic still of Czecho-Slovak democracy is the 
fact that the “Briixer Zeitung” has been confiscated by the 
Public Prosecutor for publishing a literal translation of Professor 
Toynbee’s article, —  y  —

LIBERTY OF PRESS IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA AND  
IN HUNGARY RESPECTIVELY

Recently several Budapest letters from the pen of Sano 
Mahn, a collaborator of the “Slovak”, the organ of Monsignor 
Hlinka's Party, appeared in that newspaper. During his visit to 
Hungary that Slovak journalist had an opportunity to compare 
conditions in Czecho-Slovakia and Hungary respectively, and 
amongst other things he says: —  “From the heights of republican 
democracy I intended to criticize the backwardness, absolutism, 
censorship and other evils without which I could not conceive 
a gentry-monarchistic regime. But of censorship I found no trace. 
I read Opposition papers . . ., I read the newspapers of the Jews 
and Christians, Free Masons and Catholics, as well as Marxist 
and Hitlerist newspapers, but in none of them did I find blank 
spaces. Nay, I read accusations levelled against the highest 
circles, attacks on powerful men; such attacks as, were the half 
of them written in Czecho-Slovakia —  no matter how true they 
were — , would provide the censor with an excuse to delete them 
and suppress the newspaper.” ("Slovak", July 20). It is to the 
credit of the Slovak journalist that, having become convinced of 
the false nature of the reports circulated in Czecho-Slovakia, 
that classical home of police rule and censorship, concerning 
conditions in “gentry Hungary", he not only refuted those reports 
but also pointed out that in Hungary there is full liberty of the 
press, while the censor dictates in Czecho-Slovakia.

—  y —

59



DANUBIAN REVIEW

MAGYARS IGNORED AGAIN WHEN APPOINTING 
"EXPERT” MEMBERS OF MUNICIPAL COUNCILS

In contrast to the usage in the so-called historical provinces, 
the mayors of the municipal boroughs in Slovakia and Ruthenia 
are not elected by the towns but appointed by Government. Five 
members of each municipal council are also appointed by the 
Government. In connection with the appointment of the mayors 
as well as of the “expert" members of the councils the Magyars 
are always consistently ignored. In Kassa (Kosice), the second 
largest town of Slovakia, not a single Magyar has been appointed 
on the municipal council, although at the last borough elections 
the United Hungarian Party received the most votes (28°/o of all 
the votes cast). —  In Munkacs (Mukacevo) 60°/o of the inhabitants 
are Magyars and Jews, and yet there is no single Magyar or 
Jew among the "expert" members of the municipal council. 90°/o 
of the elected members are Magyars, Jews and Ruthenians, but 
only one appointed member is a Ruthenian; all the rest are 
Czechs. —  y  —

HUNGARY

TW O IMPORTANT STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE 
GERMANS IN HUNGARY

On 15th July the official Hungarian and German Telegraphic 
Bureaus published statements made by M. Joseph Szell, Hungary's 
Minister of the Interior, and Herr Rudolph Hess, Herr Hitler's 
deputy. The statements concerned the German minority in 
Hungary. It is to be hoped that they will put an end to the 
discussions about the Germans in Hungary.

Statement o f Hungarian Minister o f the Interior
"I  desire to make a statement” —  declared the Minister of 

the Interior —  "a  statement which I am making in agreement 
with the competent Ministers —  respecting the most burning and 
therefore the gravest Central European problem created by the 
Treaties of Peace, —  the minority problem and the phases of 
that problem which affect Hungary.

“As is well known, this question is of interest to Hungary 
from two points of view: first in respect of the Hungarian 
minorities numbering several millions who have been incorporated 
in other States, and secondly in respect of the Hungarian citizens 
who are linguistically non-Magyars and have been left within 
"the territory of present-day Hungary.

“The Hungarian Governments have at all times made special 
efforts to make all forums of importance in this respect acquainted
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with their attitude in the question of the Hungarian minorities 
living in foreign countries, availing themselves of every legal 
means to put that attitude —  an attitude based strictly upon inter
national law —  before competent factors and endeavouring as far 
as possible to enforce that attitude. In this connection we have 
never demanded anything in excess of what is laid down for 
the same purpose in the treaties relating to the question, viz. 
that our racial kin living abroad as minorities should enjoy full 
political liberty in order that they may be able to develop their 
intellectual and economic culture and thereby ensure their 
continued existence. The fact that the efforts to that end made 
by all Hungarian Governments alike have only very rarely been 
crowned with success, must not be attributed to any omissions 
on their part. The present distribution of political forces, the 
structure and present tendency of the League of Nations —  i. e. 
factors in the face of which absolute right or political reason 
have naturally proved unable to assert themselves —  have brought 
about a regrettable situation which has not in the very least 
contributed to consolidate, but has on the contrary been —  and 
still is —  a direct obstacle to, the development of a spirit of 
reconciliation.

"This conviction of ours has led logically to the attitude 
the Hungarian Government has been compelled to adopt in its 
treatment of the non-Magyar Hungarian nationals living within 
the present frontiers of our country. The first place among these 
Hungarian nationals is due —  if only owing to its numerical 
strength —  to the German minority, which will surely continue 
in the future to manifest that attachment to the Hungarian nation 
of which it has always borne witness in the past.

"A  retrospective survey of past history shows us clearly 
that the German minority does not form a part of the 
autochthonous population of the country either. Our compatriots 
who are Germans by language were invited by our ancestors to 
settle in the districts in which the ranks of the Magyars had 
been decimated in their struggles as the bulwark of Christendom 
to stem the tide of Osmanli invasion. These German settlers 
have at all times lived on terms of absolute unity with the 
Magyars. Never have they had to suffer from any endeavour on 
the part of the ruling race to absorb them. Whenever any of 
them have happened to become Magyars, that has taken place 
automatically, without any pressure from outside, in the form of 
natural absorption. Wherever they have lived in large masses, 
the Germans have completely preserved their German character. 
In the immediate vicinity of the Hungarian Capital there are 
German villages still in existence which have for six centuries 
been able to live their own lives undisturbed and to freely 
develop their German culture.
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“If this were not the case, it is manifest that there would 
be no German villages in Hungary today. Alike in respect of 
the exercise of their rights as citizens and of economic matters 
the minorities living in Hungary have at all times been treated 
in the same way as the Magyar majority, —  so much so indeed 
that they have never been in a position to utter any legitimate 
complaints on this point.

“It is a fundamental principle of our policy that Hungary 
should accord her German or other non-Magyar nationals a 
treatment at least as favourable as that we are entitled on our 
part to expect from those States in whose territories Magyar 
minoriies are living. Our legislation relating to the minority 
problem has all been drafted in keeping with this fundamental 
principle.

“There is no need, therefore, that Hungary should introduce 
any basic measures respecting the minority question. All that is 
needed —  and this is the decided intention of the Hungarian 
Government —  is that the provisions already issued should be 
carried into effect in practice. Should there be any irresponsible 
endeavours in evidence running counter to this intention and this 
object of the Hungarian Government, the latter is determined to 
throw its whole authority into the scales in every case in which 
it sees any danger threatening the fundamental principles laid 
down by the State in the minority question.

“This determination of Government applies primarily to 
school matters, to the question of the establishment of cultural 
and religious associations and also to its refusal —  a point to 
which reference has already been made repeatedly in a manner 
leaving no room for doubt —  to allow the assertion of any 
endeavour to restrict the liberty of the culture or of the use of 
the languages of the German or other non-Magyar minorities. 
This latter determination has been stressed more than once 
unequivocally by the Hungarian Minister of Education.

“ In my capacity as Royal Hungarian Minister of the Interior 
—  the Minister primarily responsible for the proper conduct of 
the public administration of the country —  I should be the first 
to learn of any irresponsible endeavours of the kind running 
counter to the intentions of the Hungarian Government; and I 
am determined to enlist the authority, not only of one or two of 
my colleagues, but of the whole Government, in all cases in 
which I find the fundamental principles adopted by the country 
in the minority question threatened by any danger.”

Statement o f Herr Rudolf Hess
Herr Rudolf Hess, Chancellor Hitler's Deputy, has made 

the following comments on the statement of the Hungarian 
Minister of the Interior:
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“ German public opinion was gratified to read the statem ent 
to the Hungarian Press in which Minister Szell explained his 
Government's attitude in the question of ethnic groups. The 
Hungarian Minister of the Interior entered the lists on behalf of 
the demand that the M agyar ethnic groups living in foreign 
States should en joy  full political liberty to develop their 
intellectual and econom ic culture and thereby ensure their 
continued existence: and this legitimate demand is in perfect 
agreement with our views in respect to the German ethnic group  
living in Hungary.

"Particularly reassuring to us are the words of Minister 
Szell in which he notifies the w orld that the Hungarian Govern
ment is fully determined —  in connection with the German ethnic 
group —  to provide that “ the provisions already issued shall be 
carried into e ffect in practice” . The provisions referred to are 
those which guarantee the Germans in Hungary unhampered 
intellectual developm ent. W hen Minister Szell tells us that his 
statement has been made in agreement with the competent 
Ministers, and that the Hungarian Government is determined to 
throw its whole authority into the scales in all cases in which 
it sees any menace to the fundamental principles laid down by  
the State in the minority question, we cannot but feel sincerely  
gratified. That is why we feel convinced that the German ethnic 
group in Hungary will —  in addition to the enjoym ent o f political 
liberty and econom ic equality —  be accorded an opportunity of 
unrestricted cultural developm ent too.

“ In view o f the friendship that has existed for centuries 
between the German and Hungarian peoples we sincerely desire 
and hope —  and I w ould emphatically stress this point —  that 
the German ethnic group in Hungary will in the future too , as 
in the past, loyally serve the Hungarian State and thereby  
continue to build the bridge joining the two peop les.”

RUMANIA

EMINENT R U M AN IAN  JU RIST URGES REPU D IATIO N  
OF M IN O RITY TREATIES

Professor Istrate Micescu, president o f the Ilfog Chamber 
of Lawyers and the chief advocate of a numerus valachicus among 
the lawyers, who is also one o f Rumania's most eminent jurists, 
addressed the Congress of Rumanian Christian Lawyers held at 
the end of June, and in his speech urged Rumania to repudiate 
the minority treaties.

It is a well-known fact that when the Peace Treaties handed 
over a large part of Hungary to Rumania, that was done on 
condition that Rumania guaranteed full racial, linguistic and
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religious rights to the minorities living in those territories. 
Rumania has never kept her part of the bargain. It would be a 
curious thing were the opinion to take root in Rumania that 
although she accepted the territories assigned to her, far from 
fulfilling the obligations undertaken, she should repudiate them 
formally. —  y  —

STATISTICS OF NATIONALITY DISTRIBUTION OF 
CIVIL SERVANTS IN TRANSYLVANIA

Numerus valachicus, numerus proportionalis, numerus clausus, 
numerus nullus —  these are the slogans under which a most 
bitter economic struggle is being waged against the national 
minorities handed over to Rumania. Rumanian public opinion is 
misled by the press with statements to the effect that the number 
of minority civil and public servants is disproportionately large. 
In our last issue we published statistics showing the nationality 
distribution of lawyers, notaries public and officials employed 
in the administration of justice. Now we shall give data concerning 
the officials employed by the administration in Transylvania, in 
order to disprove the “ justice” of the numerus valachicus.

The statistics published in the “Magyar Kisebbseg" of 16th 
June (Vol. XVI, No. 12) show the distribution by nationality of 
the officials employed in the county administration in Transylvania 
at the end of 1936. The statistics showing the distribution by 
nationality of the municipal officials are being compiled now. The 
total number of county officials in Transylvania (those employed 
at county headquarters, chief constables and village notaries)
at the end of 1936 was 3.047, This number comprised

2.374 (77.81°/o) Rumanians
361 (11.85%) Magyars
215 ( 7.06%) Germans and

97 ( 3.18%) Others

3.047 (100°/o)
If we compare the proportional distribution by nationality 

of the county officials in Transylvania with the percentual figures 
of the 1930 census, the injustice of the numerus valachicus will
immediately be apparent.

Percentage Percentage
of population: of county officials:

Rumanians 57.9% 77.91%
Magyars 24.4% 11.85%
Germans 9.8% 7.06%
Others 7.9% 3.18%

100% 100%
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In connection with the distribution by nationality of officials 
employed in the administration we would note that a few minority 
officials are to be found in the lower categories, but scarcely any 
at all in the higher posts. Of the 138 officials of higher rank 
employed by the 23 counties of Transylvania (deputy sheriffs, 
recorders, head engineers, chief medical officers, chief veterinary 
surgeons and attorneys) only 6 are Magyars (4.35%), There are 
no Magyar deputy sheriffs, chief medical officers or attorneys 
in Transylvania. But of the 138 head officials 120 are Rumanians 
(86.96%), 9 Germans (6.52%) and 2 (2.17%) belong to other 
nationalities. Of the 1.683 village notaries (n o ter  comunal si 
cercual) in Transylvania only 228 (13.45%) are M agyars, a round 
100% less than there should be according to the “official” pro
portion (24.4%) of Magyars in Transylvania. Of the 167 chief 
constables (prefects) in Transylvania only 8 are not Rumanians. 
Of these 5 are Magyars (2.99%), 3 Germans (1.8%), while the 
remaining 159 are all Rumanians (95.21%). Of the 156 under
sheriffs (secretar de plasa) in Transylvania 136 (87.18%) are 
Rumanians, 12 (7.69% Magyars, 6 (3.85%) Germans and 2 (1.28%) 
Saxons. —  y  —

FRESH PROTESTS OF G ERM AN S IN R U M A N IA  A G A IN S T
NATIONAL LABOUR PROTECTION

• - s

In Brasso on 21st June there was a mass-meeting of the 
Deutsche Volksgem einschaft (German racial community). In the 
presence of about 14.000 persons the speakers protested bitterly 
against the National Labour Protection Act. Dr. Helmut W olff 
declared that the Germans were fighting steadily against the 
“ numerus proportionalis” , which was invented to deprive tens 
of thousands of Germans of their most elementary right: the 
right to work. The Rumanians wanted to degrade the German 
minority to the level of second-rate citizens, and this although 
the press all the world over had entered the lists on behalf of 
the rights of the Germans. Dr. Hans Roth, chairman of the 
German Parliamentary Group, stated that, as things stood, the 
lot of the Germans in Rumania was to suffer homelessness and 
disquietude. If now, having been deprived of other possibilities of 
subsistence, they were to be excluded from the fields of economy, 
the very foundations of their existence would be shaken (“Kron- 
stadter Zeitung”, June 22). —  y  —
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M A G Y A R S  DONE OUT OF TH EIR SH ARE OF THE ASSETS 
OF THE U N IVERSITAS SAXO N U M

Mention has been made more than once —  last in the April 
number of this year —  of the dissolution of the “ Universitas 
Saxonum ”  of Transylvania, an institution with a great historical 
past going back for centuries and possessing rich assets. The 
reason we again return to this question is that the Rumanian 
official gazette the "Monitorul Official” (No. 126 of 3rd June), 
has only now published the Act dissolving the " Universitas 
Saxonum” . By this Act 75% of the assets of the "Universitas 
Saxonum " were handed over to the Nagyszeben Oriental Greek 
and 20% to the Saxon Church.

The Act now promulgated does a great wrong to the Magyar 
m inority, for although the Hungarians of the district to which 
the “ Universitas Saxonum”  belonged, who number 10.1% of its 
population, w ere join t owners o f that foundation, no mention is 
made of them in the Act, which thus deprives the former 
Hungarian joint owners of their share in the property, without 
compensating them for the loss of what was theirs.

According to the last Rumanian census the population of 
the villages to which the "Universitas Saxonum”  belonged 
numbers 297.209 souls, 56.3% being Rumanians, 33.6% Saxons 
and 10.1% "others”. “Others” in this case means Magyars. The 
assets of the foundation should therefore have been divided in 
this proportion among the Rumanians, Saxons and Magyars 
(“Keleti Ujsag”, June 19). —  y  —

64— 87% OF HUNGARIAN SECONDARY SCHOOL PUPILS 
PLOUGHED AT HIGHER CERTIFICATE EXAM INATIONS

The “Capitala” of Bucharest reports that the results of the 
higher certificate examinations this year were considerably worse 
than last year, for 74% of the candidates in the whole country 
failed ("Magyar Lapok”, July 2). This high percentage of failures 
was undoubtedly due to the persecution of the Hungarian 
candidates, one form of which was the method of making them 
reply in Rumanian on subjects in which, according to the law 
of the land, they were entitled to pass their examinations in their 
mother-tongue. To quote a few statistics: In the Reformed Church 
College of Marosvasarhely 14 of the 18 candidates (78%), in the 
Hungarian Section of the Commercial High School in Kolozsvar 
7 of the 8 candidates (87%), in the Roman Catholic Gymnasium 
at Szekelyudvarhely 8 of the 11 candidates (73%), in the Csik- 
szereda Roman Catholic Gymnasium 7 of the 11 candidates (64%) 
and in the Szekelykeresztur Unitarian Gymnasium 7 of the 11 
candidates (64%) were ploughed.
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Extremely unfavourable were the results of the examinations, 
before the Tor da Higher Certificate Board, of the minority 
pupils of the minority schools (the Gyulafeh6rvar Majlath Roman 
Catholic Gymnasium and the Nagyenyed Reformed Church 
Bethlen College) and of the Torda State Lyceum for boys and 
girls. Of the 83 candidates for examination 6 6  ( 8 0 ° / o )  failed. In 
explanation it should be stated that Onisifor Ghibu, the university 
professor who is also the notorious trustee of the property of 
the Catholic monastic orders in Transylvania, was president 
of the committee. Not content with ploughing such a high 
percentage of Hungarian students, he also refused to sign the 
higher certificates of 5 of those who had passed. The reason for 
his refusal —  so says Professor Ghibu in the "Universul" —  was 
that those students were not Magyars, but were partially of 
Rumanian extraction, while one of them was of Czech origin, and 
—  according to Professor Ghibu —  only Magyars may attend 
Hungarian denominational schools. As against this statement the 
truth is that those students and their parents, w hose names were 
subjected to analysis, declare themselves to be Magyars. Two 
of them were objected to because their mothers were Greek 
Catholics; one boy's mother was a Greek Oriental with a Swabian 
name, another boy's mother was a Swabian with a Rumanian or 
Armenian name and finally one boy had a Czech name and a 
Swabian mother (“Keleti Ujsag”, July 16).

The results of the higher certificate examinations of the 
German pupils of Nagyszeben were such —  writes the “Sieben- 
biirgisch-Deutsches Tageblatt" —  as to cause consternation even 
in Rumanian circles. The examination papers of 59 of the 105 
candidates were rejected and 17 others failed in the viva voce  
examinations (71%> in all). The German newspaper energetically 
protests against a system of examination which makes a mockery 
of pedagogy and sharply criticizes the tyranny which with a 
stroke of the pen destroys the fruit of eight years' work done 
by excellent scholars. —  y  —

YUGOSLAVIA

THE CONCORDAT AND THE MINORITIES

The serious complications that have arisen, especially during 
the debate in the Skupshtina, in connection with the Concordat 
and which, thanks to the conflict between the Government and 
the Pravoslav (Orthodox) Church, have come to be a question 
of prestige, are being followed with widespread interest through
out the world. In her fierce opposition to the Bill the Pravoslav 
Church has found a willing ally in the Yugoslav National Party 
(JNS) under the leadership of two former Premiers, M. Zhiv-
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kovitch and M. Yeftitch. This Party is striving to exploit the 
differences between Government and the Pravoslav Church in 
order, with the help of the latter, to strengthen its own position 
in the country and in the Skupshtina, and in its endeavour to do 
so has no scruples in repudiating the Concordat concluded when 
the Party was in power and then hailed as a crowning achieve
ment of Yugoslav diplom acy.

The anxiety of the Serbian Orthodox Church that the 
ratification of the Concordat places that Church in a position 
inferior to that of the Latin Church in Yugoslavia, was stated to 
be unfounded by Premier Stoyadinovitch, who at a meeting of 
Government Party members of the Skupshtina on 8th July tried 
to dispel that anxiety by stating that a supplementary paragraph 
would empower the Government to issue an ordinance with the 
binding force of law granting to all the rest of the recognized 
Churches the same rights and privileges as those assured the 
Roman Catholic Church by the Concordat.

It would seem, however, that the main object of the 
Pravoslav Church is to prevent the realization by law of that 
religious equality to which the 5.260.000 Roman Catholics, 37.48% 
of the total inhabitants, would certainly be entitled, seeing that 
according to official statistics the members of the Serb Orthodox 
Church number 6.646.000 souls (47.7% of the population) and 
therefore constitute only a relative majority.

During the debate in the Skupshtina the Government did 
all in its power to break down the opposition of the Pravoslav 
Church, but in vain. When on 23rd July the Bill was passed by 
a majority of 38, the wrath of the Pravoslav Church vented 
itself in excommunicating the members of the Government and in 
a refusal of the Government's offer to bury Patriarch Varnava, 
who died on the day the Concordat Bill was passed, at the 
nation's expense. The reaction to these severe measures was that 
neither the members of the Government nor any Government 
Party members or even the representatives of the Roman Catholic 
Church were present at the obsequies.

In this atmosphere of accentuated bitterness it is easy to 
understand why M. Stoyadinovitch announced immediately after 
the Bill was passed in the Skupshtina that in view of the political 
tension in the air he did not for the present intend to carry the 
Bill before the Senate and would use the time thus gained to 
attempt to effect a compromise with the Pravoslav Church.

If, however, M. Stoyadinovitch is not successful in removing 
the obstacles in the way of a ratification of the Concordat, the 
results will prove exceedingly dangerous to the consolidation of 
the Yugoslav State.
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The Concordat contains provisions offensive to Roman 
Catholic Magyars and Germans alike.

According to Article 24 the Roman Catholic Church may 
establish public secondary schools and seminaries for the educa
tion of priests, but in all the seminaries the language of tuition 
must be Serb except in the case of scholastic philosophy and 
theology, which will continue to be taught in Latin. This pro
vision sanctions the illegal state of affairs htherto obtaining, and 
if the Concordat is legally ratified it will deprive the 
Roman Catholic Magyars and Germans —  over 800.000 in all —  
of the faintest possibility of ever being able to establish at their 
own expense  Hungarian or German secondary schools and 
seminaries. In default of institutes of this kind, it will be im
possible to educate and train priests who in substance will be 
able to fulfil the conditions laid down in Articles 10 and 11 of 
the Concordat as regards the use of minority languages in 
ecclesiastical rites, the cure of souls, religious instruction and 
church societies.

Article 28 “recognizes the character and legality of the 
denominational schools already existing under the control and 
administration of bishops, ecclesiastical orders or congregations 
and also permits the establishment of similar denominational 
schools with Serbian as the sole medium o f tuition” . Here it must 
be noted that this passage which speaks of “already existing” 
denominational schools cannot refer to Magyar or German 
denominational schools, since every one of these without excep
tion was taken over by the State in 1919, when the new rule 
began, and the schoolbuildings as well as all educational funds 
were confiscated without any compensation. The complete ex
clusion of Magyar and German from the denominational schools 
to be established in the future is a grave violation of Article 8 
of the minority treaty, as is the exclusion under Article 24 of 
minority languages from theological seminaries. Article 8 of the 
minority treaty stipulates that all subjects o f the Yugoslav State 
(th e S. H. S. K ingdom ) who belong to a racial, religious or 
linguistic minority shall be entitled to establish at their own 
expense charitable, religious or social institutions, schools and 
other educational institutes, to control and administer the same, 
with the right to use their own language freely  in them. —  y  —

M ACEK’S PAM PH LET AN D  STATEM EN T IN RE 
THE BU TCHERY A T  ZEN GG

In our May issue we reported that after the Croatian 
patriotic festivals in Senj (Zengg), a port in Dalmatia, on 8th 
and 9th May, the gendarmes fired on a lorry carrying 33 Croats 
from Gospic home to that place, killing 7 and wounding 6 others
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severely. According to the official report (no other was per
mitted by the censor), of the reasons why the gendarmes used 
their arms the chief one was that the people in the lorry had 
fired on the gendarmes by the roadside.

In reply to this official statement Macek has published a 
pamphlet entitled: "W hat is the truth about the butchery in Zengg 
on 9th May 1937?", In this pamphlet, on the evidence of the 
65 witnesses examined, the 6 post mortem examinations and the 
certificates issued by the official medical authorities, Macek 
states the following facts: A ll the evidence given by the persons 
examined, among whom there were active State officials, officers, 
priests, foreigners, etc., who are ready to give their testimony 
in court under oath, proves that the two-days' festival passed 
off in the greatest order without any agitation against the State. 
The passengers in the lorry could not have fired on the gendarmes, 
since none of them had fire-arms. The persons responsible for 
the butchery were the chief constable of the district and the 
officer in command of the 19 gendarmes. Acting on their 
instructions the detachment of gendarmes lined up in two rows 
at a bend of the road, forced the lorry to stop, fired three volleys 
into it and then going up to it fired at the wounded in the lorry 
and at the others who, shrieking, were trying to escape. The 
official medical examination furthermore revealed that dum-dum 
bullets had been used. The official statement to the effect that 
some of the victims were Communists is utterly untrue, for almost 
without exception they were members of a Croatian Christian 
junior organization fighting Communism.

"A fter  these statements o f mine” —  says M acek at the end 
o f the pamphlet —  “ only two things can happen. Either all the 
officials responsible for the terrible slaughter must be dismissed 
and handed over to their w ell-deserved punishment along with 
those who inspired and wrote the lying and cynical reports, or 
I must be sued for libelling the authorities. I am waiting to see 
which will happen."

After the pamphlet appeared Macek made a statement to 
Zagreb pressmen. In it he reminded them of the resolution passed 
by the Croatian members of the Skupstina who marched out 
of Parliament after the murderous attack on Stephen Radi£ 
and 4 of his fellow members, by which they declared null and 
void all treaties concluded on behalf of the Croatian nation by 
the Government or other Belgrade factors. Macek then denied 
the assertion made by Belgrade that the present Government's 
policy was pursued in agreement with him and with the Croatian 
nation.
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The adherents of the political programme of the former 
Croatian Peasant Party, who today represent about 99%> of the 
Croatian nation, seized the occasion of M, Macek's 58th birthday 
to organize a great demonstration. On that occasion 50.000 
Croatian peasants from the country appeared in Zagreb to offer 
M. Macek their congratulations. Many of them came on horse
back or in carts and on motor-bicycles. M. Macek, on horseback, 
watched the march past and received the salutes of the 
enthusiastic masses. The leaders of the various groups addressed 
M. Macek in the fpllowing words: —  “ Mr. Chairman, Before 
you you see 10.200 people, 200 cyclists, 100 horsemen and a few 
hundred motorcyclists." The Yugoslav press was forbidden by 
the censor to publish reports of the demonstration. —  y  —

H U N GARIAN S OF DANUBE B A N A TE  IGN ORED A T  THE 
CH AM BER OF AG RICU LTU RE ELECTIONS

A  grievous wrong was done to the Hungarians of the 
Danube Banate at the Chamber of Agriculture elections held on 
27th June. The members of this chamber are elected by proxy. 
The municipal and parish councils delegate 50 electors for each 
district who elect one member per district. The Banate Office 
decided the number of electors to be chosen in each town and 
village in such a manner that, for instance, the almost hundred 
per cent Hungarian village of Gombos (Bogojevo) with 3225 
inhabitants in the district of Apatin was allowed to delegate 
only 2 electors and the similarly Hungarian village of Bacskertes 
(Kupasina) in the same district 3, while Szonta with a population 
of 5558 souls the majority of whom are Slavs, delegated 10, as 
did Stapan, where 5296 of the 5563 inhabitants are Slavs. In the 
Zombor district, in Bezdan, where 6607 of the 7623 inhabitants 
are Hungarians, 2 electors were allowed by the Banate Office, 
whereas in the Baranya district Baranyavar (Branjenok) with a 
population of 1067 Slavs out of a total of 1496 souls was allowed 
10 electors. The same thing happened in the rest of the villages. 
At the ballot urns only hand-written tickets were accepted; all 
printed or typed tickets were rejected. As only 50 electors voted 
in each district it was very easy to find out how their votes had 
been cast. The result was that the 400.000 Hungarians of the 
Danube Banate obtained only 1 supernumerary seat in the 
Chamber of Agriculture, while the Germans obtained only 2 
ordinary and 4 supernumerary seats. —  y  —

71


