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State, and Baron Julius Wlassics, Assistant Under
secretary of State, Herr Hennet, the Austrian Min
ister in Budapest, expressed his thanks for the mem
orial tablet offered by Count Domokos Festetich and 
the sculptor himself. Then Herr Pertner, Under
secretary of State, made a very impressive speech in 
memory of Dr. Dollfuss, which was followed by a 
speech by Dr. Valentine Homan, Minister of Educa
tion. General Gombos, the Premier, laid the first 
wreath on the tablet. After this commemoration a 
lunch was given by Dr, Homan in honour of Herr

Pernter, after which Herr Pernter v/ent to the National 
Gallery to take part in the opening of an exhibition 
of Austrian artists. The exhibition was opened by the 
Regent, Admiral Horthy, the patron of the ex
hibition. Herr Pernter was presented by the Regent 
with the Grand Cross of the Hungarian Order of 
Merit, for his valuable services in the interest of 
Austro-Hungarian cultural relations. At night the 
Royal Operahouse gave a gala performance in hon
our of Herr Pernter.

— y —

H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
C Z  E C  1 1 0 - S L O V A K I A

HUNGARIAN GRIEVANCES 
IN SLOVAKIA

At a meeting held by the new Provincial Council 
of Slovakia on November 11th, Mr. Gyula Alapi 
made a declaration on behalf of the Hungarian memb
ers of the Council. The provisions of the Constitution 
— he said — guaranteeing equal rights to all citizens, 
have again been violated by the way in which this 
new Council was formed; although the law now in 
force stipulated that the appointment of the members 
of the Council shall be based on the principles of 
nationality, the Hungarians in Slovakia have again 
been passed over in connection with these appoint
ments. The Hungarians demand the complete and un
restrained execution of the language-law, without any 
flrther envasions. The whole population of South- 
Slovakia complains of the fact that the various 
authorities refuse to inform the public in the same 
language which it is wont to use in its applications 
made to them. As contrasted with the system in force 
in the German territories of Bohemia, the names of 
stations are — with only a very few exceptions — 
written only in "Czecho-Slovak" even in those parts 
of Slovakia where the population is nearly 100% pure 
Hungarian. The number of Hungarian schools is very 
small and insufficient. There are a large number of 
"city" schools wanting (a type between the elementary 
and secondary grade), and the Hungarian sections of 
secondary schools are also wanting even in the centres 
of territories with a dense Hungarian populations 
(Ldva, Rozsnyo, etc.). The case of Hungarian con
tinuation school training (for people over schooling 
age), parish libraries, houses for adult education, etc., 
does not receive the support guaranteed by the law. 
It is primarily in the field of economic life that the 
Hungarians demand an equal and just treatment. In 
this respect they are made to suffer irreparable losses, 
being ignored in such things as public works, railway 
and road building, relief works, etc. This is the reason 
why unemployment in Slovakia shows nearly always 
tie same situation. — y —

THE LINGUISTIC RIGHTS OF THE 
MAGYARS EXIST ONLY ON PAPER

Under the Czecho-Slovak Language Law minori
ties are entitled to linguistic rights in districts where 
they constitute 20% of the total population. Despite

this, in the Feled administrative district, where the 
Magyars, even according to the Czech Census of 
1930, constitute 94.44% of the population, every sum
mons, writ, and ordinance issued by the District 
Office in Feled is worded only in Czech; the land 
register is kept in that language, and all papers wit
nessing the entries in the land register are also in 
Czech. The thirty-three Hungarian viilages belonging 
to that district now demand correction of this state 
of affairs from the Ministry of Finance in Prague.

— y —

SLOVAK JOURNALIST SENTENCED 
FOR COMPARING THE OLD AND 

THE PRESENT REGIME

On November 12th, the District Court at Besz- 
tercebanya (Banska Bystrica) sentenced Alexander 
Paken, editor of the "Narodnie Noviny” , published in 
Turoczszentmarton (Turciansky Svaty Martin), to one 
week's imprisonment because, according to the charge 
brought against him by the Public Prosecutor, he had 
made a bitter attack on the Government at a popular 
meeting of electors on May 15th, and had made 
a comparison between the old Hungarian rule and 
the present Czech regime. The "Narodnie Noviny", be 
it said, is the oldest and most important Slovak 
newspaper. — y —

THE SLOVAK LANGUAGE AND 
SLOVAK LITERATURE ARE NOT 

TAUGHT IN THE “ SLO VAK" 
UNIVERSITY

The "Slovak" of November 10th once more come 
plains of the state of affairs prevailing in the Pozsony 
(Bratislava) Komensky University. In this, Slovakia's 
only university — it says — the Faculty of Philosophy 
has only one Slovak professor and one Slovak reader, 
besides a Czech professor who lectures in Slovak. 
The rest of the professors are all Czechs. For the 
winter term of the school year 1935—36 no lectures 
on modem Slovak literature have been announced. 
The only seminar for literature is the Czech one. 
When a Slovak student leaves the university he will 
know all about the Czech language, but little or 
nothing about Slovak. (One paragraph in the article 
was suppressed by the Czecho-Slovak Censor.)
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SLOVAKS PASSED OVER IN 
ALLOTMENT OF GOVERNMENT 

POSTS

According to a report of the "Slovak" (Nov. 15th), 
the Railway Directorate in Slovakia (Pozsony and 
Kassa) recently appointed 30 new engineers; only 3 
of whom were of Slovak nationality. — y —

R U M A N I A

MOST RECENT
COMPLAINTS OF THE HUNGARIANS 

IN RUMANIA

The organizations in the Banate, of the Hun
garian Party in Rumania on November 3rd held a 
general meeting at Temesvar. Count George Bethlen, 
President of the Party, called the attention of the 
meeting to the fact that the Rumanian Press and a 
section of the public were alarmed by the very exist
ence of the minorities who represent a noteworthy 
percentage of the entire population. Referring to the 
number of Hungarians employed by the State, the 
President declared that it had never exceeded the 
general percentage of the Hungarian minority in 
Rumania, and that the Hungarians had only been 
employed in minor offices. It was deliberately mali
cious to say that the Hungarian civil servants refused 
to learn the language of the State. If they had not 
known the language properly, would they, have been 
able to keep their posts until now? and would they 
have passed a number of examinations in Rumanian? 
Speaking of these examinations, it would be far more 
honest, he continued, if the Government said frankly 
that the Hungarians must not be employed in any 
office, as has actually been done in the case of the 
Post Office. Indeed, an ordinance issued by the Ministry 
of the Interior says that even such a small post as 
that of a night watch may only be filled by a native 
Rumanian. However, the language examinations, which 
resemble a regular steeple-chase arranged on the 
principle of "numerus Valachicus", applies not only 
to civil servants; other Hungarians engaged in the 
professions or in the employment of private firms, 
are also deprived of every possibility of finding work, 
even such as is hardly enough to secure their daily 
bread. These poor wretches are not allowed to find 
a home in their own native land, and they do not even 
know where to look for a place of shelter. Speaking 
of the new Bill of Administration, the President 
stated that it did not secure citizens the right to use 
what language they like; on the contrary, it threatened 
to dissolve any body not using Rumanian as its of
ficial language. This .again, might endanger the right 
of eligibility in the case of a great many minority 
citizens. This Bill made it look as if the Hungarians 
were not at home in their own native land, being con
sidered as strangers but allowed to live there. After 
lodging an endless series of complaints at home, 
Count Bethlen said, the Hungarian minority had had 
to go to the League of Nations to seek for redress. 
Though the late Premier, M. Duca, had admitted that 
there could be no objection to this step, yet the very 
persons who had forced the Party to take this step 
were now making reproaches. M. Antoniadc, Ru
manian Delegate, on the other hand, had told the 
League of Nations that the Hungarians of Rumania 
were well pleased with their situation, because they

had rarely complained before. — The meeting passed 
a unanimous resolution protesting against the Gov
ernment's anti-Hungarian and anti-minority policy; 
against the policy which is gradually making it im
possible for the Hungarians, politically as well as 
culturally and economically, to use their most natural 
and human rights or even to make a modest living 
for themselves. The present Government has no re
spect for the rights of the minorities guaranteed them 
both by the Covenant of Paris and by the Constitu
tion and Laws of the State. The numerous dismissals 
following the so-called language examinations, and 
the expulsion of the Hungarians from the civil service 
and the public works, has called forth a bitter protest 
from the entire Hungarian minority in Rumania. In 
general the meeting protested against these anomalies, as 
well as against many other things, such as the analysis 
of family names which threatens the very existence 
of minority schools, against the methods of the Inter- 
imar Committees (appointed to conduct the affairs of 
a city until the new mayor has been elected), and 
against all kinds of anti-minority actions and acts of 
violence. The meeting decided to have recourse to 
all legal means to find redress for these wrongs. 
(”Keleti Ujsag”, November 6-th.).

—y—

RE THE “ PRIVATE PROPERTIES 
OF CSIK“

In the year 1914, the total value of the "Private 
Properties of Csik" was estimated at 105,820.000 gold 
crowns; they consisted of 36.000 hectares of forest 
and pasture land, and other types of land. The whole 
belonged to the descendants of the old Szekler march- 
men in the County of Csik, but it was taken away 
from them by the Rumanian Government in the year 
1923. — The parties concerned, in 1929, sent a petition 
to the League of Nations, and a decision in the case 
was taken by the League on September 27th, 1932. 
Waiving the solution of the legal problem as to 
whether the confiscated property was, by right of 
succession, due to the Rumanian State or whether it 
still formed the property of the Szeklers of Csik, the 
League proposed a "practical solution” by accepting 
the offer made by the Rumanian Government to 
restore one fifth of the property to the Szeklers. The 
manner in which the Rumanian Government proceeded 
in July, 1934 to carry out this agreement, inter
nationally approved in Geneva, has induced the Hun
garian Party in Rumania to file a protest in Par
liament. The existing laws make it impossible for the 
lawful owners to make their own arrangements with 
regard to the administration of the property restored 
to them; at the same time, even this share will not 
be restored to them unless they are willing to sign a 
declaration renouncing all further claims to the re
maining part. Thereupon the parties concerned sent 
a new petition to the League of Nations, but no de
cision has been taken in this case so far. On the other 
hand, the Rumanian Government are endeavouring to 
create a "fait accompli" by a speedy execution of the 
law, which not only violates the interests of the 
parties concerned but also contradicts the intentions 
of the decision taken by the League on September 
27-th, 1932. — Accordingly, the County Council of 
Csik on November 1-st held a meeting at which they 
discussed the formalities of restoring the part of the 
"Private Properties of Csik" allotted to them in 
Geneva to the possession of the County. This clearly 
shows that the Government is not willing to return 
this part of the property to the Szeklers concerned, 
but that it intends to hand it over to the official
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county which has been well "diluted', with Rumanians 
since the change of dominion (1918). The administra
tion of this part will not be in the hands of a Board 
of directors elected by the owners, but of a Board 
nominated by the County Council. The Prefect of the 
County of Csik has suggested that the County Council 
should choose a Committee of Administration, consist
ing of eight members, whose President would be the 
Prefect himself. The County Council, however, con
sisting of 15 Hungarian members as against 12 Ru
manians, has rejected this proposition, as the law of 
1934 contravenes the “ Private Property" Regulations 
accepted also by the League of Nations. According to 
these regulations, the "Private Property" must be ad
ministered by Szeklers from Csik; consequently, the 
Prefect may not be the President of the Committee of 
Administration, as he is neither a Szekler nor a native 
of the County of Csik. ("Brassoi Lapok", Novem
ber 4-th),

—y—

NATIONALITY STATISTICS 
OF TRANSYLVANIA FOR THE 

YEAR 1935.

In his new book entitled "La Transvlvanie Rou- 
maine et ses minorities ethniques” , Dr. Silviu Drago- 
mir, University Professor in Kolozsvar (Cluj), has 
published the nationality statistics of everv county in 
Rumania; in his work he used the official figures of 
the Census of 1930 so far not made public anywhere 
else. This book, which may be considered as a semi
official publication, shows that the population of the 
areas taken from Hungary totals 5,543.250. The 
number of Rumanians is 3,206.261 (57.9%); of Hun
garians (Magyars); 1,353.675 (24.4%); of Germans; 
543.622 (9.8%); of Czecho-Slovaks: 46,161 (0.8%); of 
Ruthenians 36,576 (0.6%); of Bulgarians 11,380 (0.2%); 
of Serbs 43,454 (0.8%); of Jews 178,121 (3. %); of 
Gipsies 107,749 (1.9% and of others 15,951 (0.2%).

With regard to these figures we must point out 
that the number of the Magyar inhabitants has been 
decreased by 307,000 as compared with the figures 
of the Census of 1910. Consequently, these figures do 
not show the actual percentage of Magyars living there 
at present. This decrease cannot be sufficiently ex
plained either as due to the deduction of the number 
of Jews (i. e. people of Jewish faith), or as the result 
of the omission of those Magyars who belong to the 
Greek Catholic or the Greek Oriental (Orthodox) 
Church. According to our own calculations, the Ma
gyar population of Transylvania totals over 1,800.000, 
and represents 32% of the entire population of Tran
sylvania. We shall, however, return to a detailed 
criticism of Prof. Silviu's figures.

y

SUBSIDISING^ OF MINORITY 
INSTITUTIONS AN ACT —  

DANGEROUS TO THE STATE

The elected town council of the city of Sepsi- 
szentgyorgy has just recently been dissolved under an 
Order in Council; the reason for this action is alleged 
to be the fact that the town council had granted sub
sidies also to the institutions of the Hungarian 
minority; this, it was stated, shows an attitude hostile 
to the interests of the State. — y —

POLITICAL ACTION AGAINST 
MINISTERS OF A  WHOLE 

PROTESTANT DIOCESE
A Protestant (Reformed) Minister, the Rev. Adam 

Rozsonday, was charged, by the public prosecutor, with 
the alleged crime of political agitation dangerous to 
the State. He is said to have made the statement, from 
the pulpit of his church, that all those who give up 
their religion will be refused burial in a Protestant 
(Reformed) cemetery; nor will they be allowed to act 
as godparents while they are alive. At his trial the 
Rev. Rozsonday told the Court that he had simply 
read the orders of his superior, the Dean of his 
diocese; the same had been done by all the other 
Ministers of the Diocese. Thereupon the charge was 
extended to the Dean as well as all the other Ministers 
of the Diocese, ("Siebenburgisch Deutsches Tageblatt", 
Oct. 23-rd, 1935).

—y—

NEW GRIEVANCES OF CATHOLICS 
IN TRANSYLVANIA

The Sergeant of Gendarmes in Csikkarcfalva (in 
the County of Csik) has prohibited the wearing of the 
so-called “Jesus Heart” badges because, in his opinion, 
they are suggestive of irredentism (Brassoi Lapok, 
November 8-th). Again, the Sergeant of Gendarmes in 
Csikszenttamas has confiscated the Roman Catholic 
textbooks which have been used in the elementary 
schools of the State for some vears by permission of the 
Rumanian Ministry of Education,; unfortunately they 
happen to be written in Hungarian, which seems to 
have been good enough reason for the Sergeant to 
look upon them as irredentist books. (Brassoi Lapok, 
November 8th). A statue of the Virgin Mary had been 
standing for many years outside the building of the 
State Grammar School in the town of Szatmar; it has 
now been removed from there, because it was con
sidered to be an object dangerous to the interests of 
— the Rumanian State (Keleti Ujsag, November 9-th).

—y ~

FRESH BRAIN W AVE OF 
RUMANIAN CENSOR

In Szatmar, which is a small city of a purely 
Hungarian population situated not very far from the 
new frontier of Hungary, a body of Hungarian ama
teurs desired to produce a comedy called “ Matricula
tion", by a Hungarian playwright John Vaszary (it is 
now one of the great dramatic successes in Budapest). 
The censor, however, refused to allow the performance, 
unless the amateurs accepted the corrections made by 
him He stipulated that they should not mention the 
authors of such immortal works of Hungarian litera
ture as “The Tragedy of Man” by Imre Madach, “At 
the End of September” bv Petofi (the finest lyric in 
Hungarian literature), and ,,The Bards of Wales", a 
beautiful ballad by the greatest Hungarian epic poet, 
John Arany: these names must be replaced by those 
of Rumanian poets, such as Cosbuc, Eminescu, etc. 
(Brassoi Lapok, November 9-th). — Just imagine 
another Government ordering actors to replace the 
names of Shakespeare and Shaw by those of Schiller 
and Gerhard Hauptmann as the authors of “Midsum
mer night's Dream” and "Saint Joan"!!

_ y _
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Y U G O S L A V I A

RIOTOUS BEHAVIOUR OF SERB 
“ KOMITAJIS"

During the carrying into effect of the Land Reform 
about 14.000 war-volunteers (dobrovoljac) and Serb 
"komitajis" (chetnik) were settled in the southern 
districts wrested from Hungary, not only in order 
to raise the percentage of the Serb population there, 
but also in order that these unbridled elements, always 
ready for any kind of mischief, might keep the Hun
garian populations of those regions under a rule of 
terror. How they try to fulfil the latter task may be 
judged from the following incidents of recent 
occurrence.

In an inn at Ujvidek (Novisad), the capital of 
the Danube Banate, a Serb blacksmith dressed in 
chetnik uniform stealthily attacked the son of the 
Hungarian innkeeper, inflicting dangerous knife 
wounds on the young man and a friend who rushed 
to his aid; all because they had got the band to play 
Hungarian songs as well as Serb songs and dance 
music.

A few days later, in another inn at Ujvidek, a 
Serb chetnik settler rushed with revolver and dagger 
drawn at a Hungarian who had ordered Hungarian 
songs to be played, and only a timely escape saved 
the Hungarian from being murdered.

At Szenttamas (Srbobran) the Hungarian in
habitants of the place are being kept in a state of 
constant terror by the Serb ’’komitaji” settlers, who 
go about breaking windows and committing other 
outrages.

— y —

MINORITY ASSOCIATIONS 
“ MUZZLED"

Under § 157 of the Elementary Education Law 
of 1929 all cultural, social, philanthropic, etc. societies 
have had to amalgamate in one joint association. In 
the final issue this means that all the minority as
sociations of that sort, being under a Serb central 
management, are not able, or only within narrow 
limits, to realise their own aims, namely the develop
ment of their own national culture and the execution 
of their own special social tasks. That this, in practice, 
is so may be seen from the case of the Social As

P O L I T I C A

sociations’ Alliance in Novisad. That Alliance held 
its annual general meeting on October 21-st. When it 
came to the re-election of officials only 2 Hungarian 
and 2 German supernumemary members were elected 
on the Board, which consists of 21 members, including 
deputies. A resolution, moreover, was passed asking 
the police authorities in future not to grant the several 
associations permission to arrange any performances 
until the consent of the Alliance had been obtained.

— y —

ALIEN HARVESTERS MUST BE 
EMPLOYED IN HUNGARIAN 

DISTRICTS
According to the statistics of the Labour Bureau 

in the Voivodina for 1929, the number of landless 
labourers engaged in agricultural pursuits is 15.000, 
the majority of whom are Magyars by race. How these 
landless labourers are being treated, how they have 
been deprived of opportunities of permanent work 
and of making a livelihood by the way the Land 
Reform has been carried into effect without taking 
into consideration the Hungarian claimants, is seen 
from the fact that in the district of Szenttamas 
(Srobran) alone Serb and Croatian labourers from 
Dalmatia and Bosnia were employed this year by 
orders of the authorities for harvesting work, their 
wages, paid in kind and amounting to 60 wagonloads 
of grain, having recently been sent home to them at 
rates 75% below the ordinary carriage rates.

— y —

FRESH HUNGARIAN VICTIMS 
OF LAND REFORM

A plot ol land called the ”K6vag6”-plot, lying 
just outside the city of Subotica (Szabadka) has been 
leased for the last twenty-five years principally by 
penniless Hungarian land-labourers. Now that the term 
of the lease has expired, these poor wretches are 
forced to leave their homes because the land on which 
those homes are built has been expropriated for the 
purposes of the Land Reform and given to Bunievatz 
farmers and Serb settlers without any consideration 
for the rights of the former lessees. Seventy-two 
Hungarian families have been left without homes and 
income just on the threshold of the Winter season.

— y —

E C O N O M Y

FAILURE OF “ECONOMIC LITTLE 
ENTENTE*4

At the request of the Foreign Ministry the 
Bucharest Chamber of Commerce and Industry has 
drawn up a memorandum, in which the obstacles are 
set forth which, within the framework of the Little 
Entente's economic alliance, stand in the way of 
Rumania's exportation of commodities, That the 
"Economic Little Entente" has been a failure is to be 
read plainly between the lines of the memorandum.

It shows, for instance, that trade between Yugoslavia 
and Rumania is confined within very narrow limits, 
and that much has yet to be done in the way of ex
tending them. The trade balance shows an insigni
ficant surplus in Rumania's favour, Czecho-Slovakia 
purchases much more from Yugoslavia than from 
Rumania. The memorandum also shows that trade 
between Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania always turns 
out unfavourable to the latter. Rumania’s balance of 
foreign trade with Czech-Slovakia since 1920 shows 
a deficit of 16.800 million lei. Rumania's exports to 
Czecho-Slovakia are decreasing. In 1934 Rumania was


