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by medieval chroniclers. An attempt was being 
plotted against the life of the Scotch king —  just 
as against the life of St. Stephen of Hungary, As 
in the Hungarian legend, Malcolm too hears of 
the plot against his life and summons the would- 
be assassin to render his account; the guilty 
conspirator falls on his knees and frankly con
fesses everything. Like St. Stephen in our legend, 
Malcolm too forgives the assassin. It would be

superfluous to base any speculation on the similar
ity between the St. Stephen legend and the 
episode in Malcolm's life: but might Malcolm not 
have heard from Margaret of our saintly king's 
generosity? and might that not have stirred 
Malcolm to act similarly under similar circum
stances? For we know how deeply the Scottish 
king was influenced by the gentleness of his 
consort.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

THE HUNGARIAN PREMIER ON HUNGARY’S
PEACE POLICY

At a meeting of the general management of the 
Party of National Unity (Government Party) held on 
10-th October the Prime Minister, General Gombos, 
delivered an interesting address, in which he also 
spoke about questions of international politics. 
Amongst other things he spoke of the statement made 
by M. Velics, Hungary's League of Nation's delegate, 
at the League Assembly held on 9-th October. The 
tenor of General Gombos' comments was as follows: 
Hungary is pursuing and wishes to pursue a policy 
of peace. She cannot take the initiative in European 
politics, being too small and weak for that. She must 
therefore endeavour to adapt herself to the inter
national circumstances with which she is surrounded. 
The only role she can aspire to is that of a humble 
and zealous worker for what the whole world desires, 
namely that peace, sincere and genuine, should reign 
in Europe. Hungary in the first place desires this, for 
she seeks justice in a peaceful way and is convinced 
that her cause will triumph by peaceful means. It was 
a genuine desire to serve the cause of peace that led 
Hungary to oppose the sanctions planned against 
Italy and to protest against them in Geneva at the 
League of Nations' Assembly. For in the application 
of the sanctions Hungary sees a possibility of armed 
conflict. The ethical foundation upon which Hungary's 
foreign policy rests and the spirit of loyalty which 
has always been and will continue to be the leadstar 
of Hungarian politics made it impossible for Hungary 
to vote against Italy. For over a thousand years the 
Hungarian nation has shaped its own destiny on 
ethical principles; it does so still today and cannot 
disregard the moral obligation to honour sacred pro
mises given in the name of friendship. Then again 
Hungary's economic interests do not allow her to

vote for the sanctions. A little country where the 
sale of every single bushel of wheat is a matter of 
vital importance cannot afford to lose Italy's friend
ship, if only for economic reasons. General GSmbos 
was firmly convinced that the League of Nations 
would use its prestige and the great moral and poli
tical forces at its command to serve humanity and 
the cause of international peace.

In connection with the rumours spread con- 
cernhng his recent visit to Germany General Gombos 
declared that there was nothing to forbid the Hun
garian Prime Minister meeting the statesmen of 
friendly countries for the purpose of exchanging 
views. The attitude of 68 million Germans towards 
Central Europe could not be a matter of indifference 
to Hungary. It was the sign of a bad conscience when 
people suspected the object of every trip abroad to be 
the creation of a political alliance of a military 
nature. Neither he, nor the Foreign Minister, had had 
conversations in Germany or elsewhere about military 
affairs, for they did not consider them questions of 
the moment. On the contrary they discussed certain 
economic and cultural problems the pressing nature 
of which was admitted by all, Hungary, and every 
other country too, had still so many war-inflicted 
wounds that a time of peace and quiet was needed 
by all the nations, in order to let the sores heal and 
a return to normal functions set in. Hungary’s policy 
aimed at safeguarding international peace, in other 
words the peace upon which progress and European 
prosperity depend. When troubles arose among the 
nations it was the duty of every state in Europe to 
do all in its power to isolate the danger, not to 
increase the possibilities of conflict.

A QUESTION OF COUNT ESTERHAZY AND 
THE ANSWER OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER KANYA
At the meeting of the Lower House of the 

Hungarian Parliament held on October 16th, Count 
Marice Eszterhazy, former Prime Minister of Hungary, 
submitted a question to the Foreign Minister, asking 
him whether he was prepared to inform the House 
respecting the international situation?

"Those who have followed closely the event of 
the past few months” — said Count Eszterhazy —

„and who have watched developments, can have 
no doubts on the point stressed by the British 
Foreign Secretary, Sir Samuel Hoare, in his speech 
at Geneva on September 11th. This point was that 
(in his opinion) elasticity was a sine qua non of 
international security. He referred also to the 
changing of international conditions by peaceful 
means. And finally he established the fact that the
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world is not immovable, it being on the contrary 
necessary to effect changes from time to time. This 
attitude will, it is to be hoped, make its influence 
felt in a peaceful liquidation of the conflict between 
Abyssinia and Italy, and will result in — or at 
any rate further — the peaceful and evolutionary 
solution of international problems.

"My question adressed to the Foreign Minister 
refers therefore chiefly to the future, — to the 
Minister who at an earlier period already expressed 
an opinion similar to that of Sir Samuel Hoare 
respecting the League of Nations Covenant and 
other treaties, declaring that it was necessary to 
carry into effect, not only the provisions serving 
the security and interets of the big conqueror 
States, but also those parts of the treaties which 
serve for the protection of the smaller nations.

"Quite recently, in Geneva, Hungary showed 
that even without a formal treaty of alliance she 
is ready to do her duty in international relations. 
She went to the extreme limit which a small country 
can allow itself. She has not forgotten the services 
rendered to her by Italy. Nor, on the other hand, 
does she forget the fact that in the critical situation 
in which she found herself last year, it was the 
League of Nations that — with the effectual co
operation of Great Britain — rendered possible the 
peaceful enforcement of that friendly assistance.

"The lessons taught by the conflict between 
Italy and Abyssinia make it of vital importance 
for Hungary that the Hungarian Government — 
after calmly considering our economic, political and 
geographical situation — should refrain from every 
statement or measure or attitude calculated to 
render the situation of the country in economic 
respects and in respect of international law more 
disadvantageous even than that prevailing today.”

Foreign Minister Kalman Kanya replied imme
diately to the question.

"Our attitude in Geneva" — he said — "was 
motivated partly by events in the past and partly 
also by considerations respecting the future; and 
finally it was based upon that conception of foreign 
policy which will I believe be approved by the 
whole public opinion of the country. For many 
years past close ties of sentiment have been develop
ing between Hungary and Italy. These ties have 
repeatedly been strengthened by Italy throwing her 
whole political and moral weight into the scales 
on behalf of Hungary’s interests. Perhaps many 
people will say that politics does not consist in 
sentimental moments; yet it is easy to show that 
rational motives too inspired us to adopt in the 
conflict that has arisen between Italy and the 
League of Nations that attitude which we have 
taken up — an attitude which all those nations 
that judge our political endeavours without pre
judice could not but approve. I do not believe that 
there is a single Power — either Great or Little — 
which refuses to recognise the exceptional value 
accruing to a nation when it endeavours to recipro
cate acts of friendship and thereby acquires the 
reputation of trustworthiness.

”Our policy in Geneva may be described not 
only as chivalrous or romantic — as we now and 
again hear it called — but also as a good policy. 
A policy which after the passions of the moment 
have subsided is calculated in the future too to 
render us extremely useful services.

"I believe I am echoing the thoughts, not only 
of the vast majority of the Hungarian nation, but 
also of perhaps a whole group of small nations, 
when I say that it can hardly be regarded as the 
work of small nations to show enthusiasm for and

to support the punitive provisions of the Covenant. 
There can be no doubt that in the event of the 
application of those provisions the situation in 
economic respects too of the small nations is bound 
to become more disadvantageous than that of the 
big nations. We should rather endeavour to bring 
these punitive provisions into harmony with those 
sections of the Covenant which provide for the 
possibility of effectually settling disputes arising 
between Members by peaceful means too.

"Ever since her admission to the League Hun
gary has consistently struggled to secure this 
harmony and endeavoured to secure the uniform 
development of all paragraphs of the Covenant 
alike. Consequently the foreign policy of Hungary 
merely remained true to itself when in Geneva it 
emphasised the attitude already spoken of during 
the discussion of the question of an application of 
the punitive provisions. The Covenant of the League 
of Nations has its defects. There are people who 
believe these defects can be eliminated only by a 
development of the retaliatory clauses and by an 
automatic enforcement of the same. Our attitude, 
on the other hand, is that described above. How
ever, this difference of opinion does not mean at 
all that Hungary desires to thwart the activity of 
the League of Nations; still less does it mean that 
she is opposed to the ideas for which the League 
stands. All we are doing is to avoid being one
sided; and what we desire is to strive by the aid 
of all the articles of the Covenant combined to 
attain the objects for which the League was brought 
into being. We cannot shut our eyes to the weak 
points of the League; nevertheless we are far from 
desiring the weakening of the League and would 
gladly struggle and fight to strengthen that institu
tion. In this point I believe we are at one with that 
friendly Great Power whose Foreign Minister in a 
speech recently delivered in Geneva also entered 
the lists on behalf of this object.”

Francis Rajniss:
"Three cheers for Great Britain!" (loud ap

plause) .
Minister Kanya (continuing):

"It would certainly be very serious self-decep
tion not to be willing to see that the conflict that 
has arisen between Italy and the League of Nations 
contains the seeds of great dangers. Pessimism is 
beginning to possess all peoples alike; but it is 
reassuring to see that in this situation — despite 
the great difficulties in force — practically all 
States alike are endeavouring to secure the main
tenance of universal and of European peace. In 
this question the decision rests with two leading 
Members of the League of Nations, France and 
Great Britain, or rather with the attitude adopted 
by these two States. In respect of this attitude the 
French Premier recently made a very interesting 
and noteworthy statement . He (M. Laval) said 
that he and his British colleague, Mr. Eden, had 
always gone hand in hand alike in the Council and 
before the General Assembly and had always 
spoken on the basis of a mutual agreement. And he 
added that both he and Eden desired to continue 
the work which they had previously too been doing 
for the maintenance of European peace. He de
clared further that it was not only his (Laval's) 
but also Eden’s wish and intention to discover the 
way to a peaceful settlement, naturally within the 
limits prescribed in the Covenant of the League of 
Nations. I believe that under such circumstances 
there is perhaps some justification for the hope, 
still in evidence in many places — despite the 
legion of croakers — that nothwithstanding the
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many difficulties and the grave differences still in 
existence it will be possible to save Europe from 
further horrors."

In his rep ly  to the M inister Count Maurice 
Eszterhazy stated that from  the M inister's answer he

saw that the G overnm ent desired  in the future to o  to 
secure H ungary's v ital interests in the spirit o f  the 
provisions o f the C ovenant o f the League o f N ations 
and was sincerely anxious to co-operate in the work 
of maintaining peace.

SIR SAMUEL HOARE AND REVISION
In the reply given by Sir Samuel Hoare, British 

Foreign Secretary to the French Government’s note, 
we find the following sentence:

"Elasticity is a part of security, and every 
member of the League must recognize, as the 
Covenant itself recognizes, that the world is not 
static."

This was not the first time the same idea had 
been voiced by Great Britain's present Foreign 
Secretary, On July 11th., in his speech in the House 
of Lords, he expressed it in the following words:

„I believe that the strength of the League in 
Great Britain, just as the strength of the British 
Parliament, depends upon the amount of public 
opinion behind it in this country, and on the ad- 
aptiability of a great institution to a continually 
changing world. Secondly, I consider the League 
not from the angle of the past but from the angle of 
the future. I think much less of what it has done

and what is has failed to do in the last 15 years 
if it is given a fair chence.”

A n d  on Septem ber 12th,, in his address to the 
A ssem bly  o f the League o f N ations, the British 
F oreign  S ecretary  said:

"The possibility is open, through the machinery 
of the League, for the modification by consent and 
by peaceful means of international conditions whose 
continuance might be a danger to peace.”

Elasticity instead of static immobility, the ad
aptability of the League of Nations to a constantly 
changing world, and a modification by agreement of 
the international conditions menacing peace mean, 
in other words, the same thing as what the revision 
movement, based or Article 19 of the League of 
Nation's Covenant, insists on and demands. We Hun
garian revisionists think we are not mistaken when 
we recognise a close relationsship between Sir Samuel 
Hcare's trend of though and our own.

—  y  —

“ THE WORLD IS NOT STATIC"
The "Washington Post" which is closely connected 

with the State Department published a very remarkable 
article under the above title in connection with Sir 
Samuel Hoare’s note of 29-th September to the French 
Government. Because of its theoretical significance we 
publish it here in full.

"In retrospect it is easy to ses that a serious 
blunder in the drafting of the League of Nation's 
Covenant was the separation of the two articles now 
found therein as numbers 10 and 19.

Article 10, which had much to do with keeping 
the United States from League membership, is the one 
under which ,,the members of the League undertake 
to respect and preserve as against external aggression 
the territorial integrity and existing political inde
pendence of all members of the League.“ Article 19 
provides that:

The A ssem bly  m ay from  time to tim e advise 
the recon sideration  b y  m em bers o f the League o f 
treaties w hich have becom e inapp licable  and the 
con sid era tion  o f international con d itions w hose con 
tinuance might endanger the peace  o f the w orld .

In the early drafts of the Covenant these two pro
visions were actually, as they are still logically, com
plementary parts of a single well-proportioned article. 
Those early drafts, in fact, made collective action 
against an aggressor clearly contingent upon coinci
dent procedure to revise treaty settlements which 
encourage aggression. The desirable balance between 
the principle of treaty guarantes and treaty revision 
was clearly emphasized by the italicized phrase in a 
rejected British draft which read:

The states members of the League undertake, 
subject to the provisions of Article 22 (now Article 
19), to respect and preserve as against external ag
gression the territorial integrity and existing poli
tical independence of all states members of the 
League.

The paramount significance of the British note on 
League policy, which Sir Samuel Hoare has now deliv
ered to the French Ambassador in London, is that it 
seeks to reestablish that proportion which was lost 
when what are now Articles 10 and 19 were separated 
in the League Covenant. The current British note seeks 
to emphasize treaty revision as the essential counter
part of treaty guarantee. It points out that no perma
nent peace can be achieved merely by acclaiming the 
sanctity of settlements which are as disadvantageous 
to some nations as they are agreeable to others. In the 
words of Sir Samuel Hoare: ,.Elasticity is a part of 
security and every member of the League must re
cognize, as the Covenant (Article 19) itself recognizes, 
that the world is not static."

This British note, in other words, is directed as 
much to Italy and Germany as to France. It tells 
Mussolini that if he will hold his hand from aggression 
in Ethiopia, the British will work under the League 
aegis for some orderly reorrangement giving sym
pathetic consideration to Italian expansionist aspira
tions. Similarly the note tells the Germans—particular
ly by stressing the difference between „a positive act 
of unprovoked aggression" and "a negative act of 
failure to fulfill terms of a treaty" — that Great 
Britain regards the League as something much more 
than an instrumentality to uphold the Treaty of Ver
sailles.

The British note will therefore fail to give the 
French that assurance of automatic support against 
Germany which Paris desires before lining up solidly 
with Britain against Italy. But it does provide the more 
constructive assurance that Great Britain will work 
for a fundamental solution, rather than a time-serving 
evasion, of the larger struggle between satisfied and 
dispossessed nations which really underlies the Ethio
pian dispute.

Few would predict that this lead toward a rational
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solution of the basic problem will of itself dispel the 
present electric atmosphere. But it is decidedly and 
appealingly in line with the original conception of the 
League of Nations. It is, in fact, a practical extension 
of the remarks made by President Wilson to the Peace 
Conference on January 25, 1919, when he said:

Settlem ents m ay be tem porary, but the actions 
o f the nations in the interests o f peace and justice 
must be perm anent. W e  can set up perm anent p ro 
cesses. W e  m ay not be able to set up perm anent 
decis ions ."

HIGH HUNGARIAN DISTINCTION CONFERRED
ON BRITISH MP’S.

The Regent of Hungary has conferred upon Sir 
Robert Gower, British M. P. the Commander's Cross 
and Star of the Hungarian Order of Merit, and upon 
Colonel Charles Thomas Russel Moore and Dr. Fre
derick Llewellyn Jones, British M. P. the Com
mander's Cross of the Hungarian Order of Merit.

At*

Dr, Llewellyn Jones who, as already reported in 
another column, received the decoration on the occasion 
of the Tercentenary of the Budapest Peter Pazmany 
University of Sciences on September 30th, delivered a 
lecture on "Little Wales and the Great World" in the 
International Club.

Dr. Llewellyn Jones began his lecture by paying 
homage to Great Britain's most able diplomat, the 
Prince of Wales, who had recently spent a few days 
in Budapest.

He then went on to say that shortly before, when 
he was visiting the fine museum in Szekesfehervar, 
some Celtic remains that might have been found in 
Wales caught his eye. He was pleased to find that 
the Hungarians knew about Wales, if only from John 
Arany’s beautiful ballad "The Welsh Bards". That 
ballad, a gem of Hungarian poetry written by John 
Arany at a time when Hungary was struggling to 
achieve her independence, is not founded on historical 
facts; but that is no reason why it should not be 
considered one of the most beautiful ballads in the 
whole world of literature. The poet apparently wanted 
to conjure up an episode in the reign of Edward I — 
one that mirrored the relations then existing between 
England and Wales, History tells us that Edward was

anxious to pacify the people of Wales and establish 
friendly relations between that country and England. 
To further this end he sent the Queen to the castle 
of Carnarvon in Wales, in order that her first child 
might be born on Welsh soil. A son, the first Prince 
of Wales, was born there in 1248. Since that time 
there has never been any conflict between the 
national patriotism of the Welsh and their loyalty to 
the British Empire. Their attitude might well serve 
as an example of reconciliation to be followed by 
certain of the minor nations in Central and Eastern 
Europe.

Continuing, Dr. Llewellyn Jones said that, even 
if the League of Nations was not a perfect institution, 
it still provided the possibility of settling differences 
in a friendly way. The question of a revision of the 
peace treaties was a problem of that nature. The 
victors had dictated the treaties in a spirit of 
vindictriveness, instead of seizing the opportunity to 
create a real basis of friendly co-operation among 
the nations. Dr. Llewellyn Jones was convinced that 
it was not too late yet for the representatives of the 
nations to meet in friendly conference and find a 
way of curing the evils created by the peace treaties. 
Then Hungary's just demands would be satisfied.

After loud and prolonged applause Mr. Stuart 
Childs spoke about the Ireland of today. Amongst 
other interesting things he said that one of the most 
widely read books of the Irish Home Rule movement, 
which has now completely subsided, was "The Re
surrection of Hungary" by the Irish statesman, Arthur 
Griffith.

THE NEW BRITISH AND AMERICA HONORARY 
DOCTORS OF THE BUDAPEST UNIVERSITY

The Budapest Peter Pazmany University of 
Sciences recently celebrated its tricentenary jubilee. 
On this occasion the University conferred the degree 
of Hon. Dr. on several outstanding men of science in 
Britain and America. Among the 32 Honorary Doctors 
we find the following Englishmen: Sir Frederick
Hopkins Gowland (Cambridge) and Sir Charles 
Sgenington (Oxford). Americans were Mr. Edwin 
Borchard and Mr. Harrison Ross Granville (Yale), 
Mr. Ottmer Manley Hudson (Harvard) and Mr. James 
Thompson Shotwell (Columbia). The ceremony took 
place on 28-th September in the aula of the Uni
versity. On the day before at the jubilee celebrations, 
held in the presence of the Regent, Admiral Horthy, 
Mr. A. C. Seward representing the Royal Society of 
London congratulated the University on its three 
hundred years spent in the service of science and the 
search of truth. Those — he said amongst other things 
—- who see the fine city of Budapest lavishly endowed 
with beauty by Nature, and who remember the 
thousand years of glorious Hungarian history, know

that Hungary has inscribed her name perpetually in 
the annals of European history.

w
Dr. Albert Seward, Professor in Cambridge Uni

versity, Master of Downing College, and Secretary of 
the Foreign Department of the Royal Society, was also 
present at the celebrations. During a conversation 
with the correspondent of the "Pester Lloyd” on 
October 2-nd the eminent savant spoke with the 
greatest admiration of the work which has been going 
on for centuries in Budapest University and of the 
cultural work in general carried on for a thousand 
years by the Hungarians in an outpost of western 
civilization. In his opinion the intellectual strata of 
British society are definitely on the side of revision, 
if only because originally the peace treaties were 
intended merely as a temporary solution providing 
only for a period of a few years, and also because 
the profound changes that have taken place in Europe 
since the close of the war make a general revision of
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the treaties seem im perative. Sir Sam uel H oare 's recent 
speech —  he continued —  suggests the con clu sion  
that the revision ist current observable in B ritish  public 
op in ion  w ill be fore  long find its w ay into the F oreign  
O ffice . The cause o f H ungarian justice w ou ld  benefit 
greatly  if, in order to strengthen the links betw een 
the tw o nations, invitations to  visit H ungary w ere 
sent to  as m any m em bers o f the educated  classes in 
B ritain as possib le , and if, on the other hand, the

Hungarians w ou ld  send as m any young men —  
students, w riters and journalists —  as possib le  to 
B ritain; then fin a lly  if m eetings w ere arranged as 
often  as possib le  betw een the leading scholars and 
public men o f the tw o nations. F rom  this poin t o f 
view  the m em orable jub ilee  o f the B udapest U niversity 
has le ft an in delib le  im pression  in the m inds o f a ll 
w ho w ere present, and has been o f the greatest 
service possib le  to H ungary's cause.

COUNT MAURICE ESTERHAZY’S STATEMENT AFTER 
THE LONDON INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION CONGRESS

Count Maurice Esterhazy, former Hungarian 
Prime Minister took part in the Congress of the Inter
parliamentary Union held in London, and on his re
turn gave an interview to the representative of the 
"Esti Kurir'', a Budapest evening newspaper. As we 
think his statements are likely to interest our British 
readers we give them in full underneath. Count 
Maurice Esterhazy said:

"I have just been in England for the twentieth 
time, and can say that I never met with so great an 
interest and sympathy for Hungary there as now. 
Besides the increasing dimensions of tourist travel 
and the Prince of Wales' visit, I think another reason 
for this is that the situation in Central Europe closely 
affects Britain. One of the British delegates to the 
London Congress of the Interparliamentary Union 
produced statistics to show that Britain's trade with 
the Succession States had shrunk to a fraction of 
what it was in pre-war days, and that even so the 
Succession States frequently remain in Britain’s debt. 
Economic consolidation in Central Europe has there
fore become important from a British point of view. 
It is gratifying that this fact has been recognised, for 
the world-wide importance of the Anglo-Saxon race, 
with its several hundred millions of people, is in
disputably, both as a moral and as an economic 
factor.

One hundred and forty mebers of some thirty 
parliaments took part in the Congress. Dozens of 
ministers in office and ex-ministers were present. We 
listened to Mr. Chamberlain, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who told us that a return to the gold 
standard was desirable, but not timely; to M. Paul- 
Boncour, France's ex-Premier, who spoke of the dif
ficulties attending the enforcement of the claims ad
judged to private individuals against States by inter
national arbitration, and how to eliminate them; to 
M. Hodzsa, Czecho-Slovak Minister of Agriculture, 
who urged the marketing in Europe of Central 
Europe's superfluous agrarian stocks, and in a 
masterly study exposed the present low purchasing 
power of the agricultural population. We heard of 
the approaching Canadian and Danish elections, with 
their currency problem slogans. In a word, the same 
vicious circle of difficulties and problems that form 
the axle of our own internal policy today was dis
cussed in the centuries-old building of the British 
Parliament, in the Metropolis of world trade. Follow
ing the usual procedure of international congresses, 
at the last sitting we accepted the proposals submitted 
by the sub-committees and drew the attenion of the 
Governments concerned to possibilities calculated to 
ease the economic crisis. In my opinion the positive 
value of that week lay in the opportunities of exchang
ing ideas and views afforded by social intercourse, by 
oficial and private invitations. The most impressive 
official reception was the Lord Mayor's soir6e, with 
1200 guests, amongst them Mr. Macdonald, ex-Prime

M inister, and the mem bers o f the d ip lom atic  corps. 
W e  w e re rece ived  by  the L ord  M a yor am idst o ld  
traditional cerem onies in a fourteenth century draw ing
room . It took  him  over an hour to shake hands with 
the m ore im portant o f his guests.

As was natural, the agenda of the Congress was 
supplemented by the Italo-Abyssinian conflict. It was 
while the Congress was in session that we got news 
of the first battles. Here I must point out that faith 
in the League of Nations is very strong in England, 
both in Church circles and among secular organisa
tions. I had the pleasure of talking to many English 
people, Churchmen, business men and bankers. All 
of them declared — as the British Prime Minister has 
publicly stated — that there is no national hatred 
against Italy in Britain, The conflict is not between 
Italy and Britain, but between Italy and the League of 
Nations. I noticed the same sensitiveness in connection 
with the League Covenant and the Kellogg Pact as 
that with which British public opinion reacted to the 
violation of Belgium's neutrality in 1914. This ex
plains Britain's attitude towards sanctions in the 
Italo-Abyssinian conflict; on the other hand, however, 
it follows logically from the British standpoint in the 
question of collective security that Britain, in the 
long run, will scarcely go further than France, in the 
matter of sanctions. It js  also perfectly understable 
that in the past months Britain has taken no inde
pendent steps, but only through the League and for 
the maintenance of the League. She did not protest 
when at the beginning of the year Italy and France 
came to an understanding over Africa, although Italy's 
expansive ambitions were not unknown to her then. 
As I see the situation, by the time I left no important 
French standpoint had crystallised so definitely as the 
British point of view, but I think the explanation lies 
in the fact that in two cases — those of Japan and 
Germany — the League omitted to apply sanctions. 
It is true that in the case of Germany there was no 
question of military action.

It is a lso  certain  that one part o f A byssin ia  has 
not been long under the sovereignty  o f the Negus, 
and it is a fact that ob jection s  to  A byssin ia 's  e lection  
as m em ber o f the League o f N ations w ere raised  at 
the tim e. A ll  this, cou p led  with the factors o f a com 
m on frontier, the M editerranean L ittoral, the im port
ance o f the Stresa fron t and m utual interests in the 
Brenner Pass, exp la in  the w elcom e developm ent of 
friend ly  relations betw een the present French  G overn 
ment and Ita ly  and the attitude hitherto a d opted  in 
Paris.

There is every  reason  to suppose that B ritain  w ill 
continue to con sid er that the Ita lo -A byssin ian  co n 
flict is p rim arily  not her ow n private business, but 
that o f the League, and so —  presum ing that the 
present French  G overnm ent rem ains in o ff ice  —  we 
m ay hope that, although the defin ition  o f econ om ic 
sanctions is lo o se  and w ell-ca lcu la ted  to lead  to con 
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flicts at present unpredictable, a European conflagra
tion may yet be avoided.

Many people express the hope that a rapid Italian 
military advance will make the peaceful settlement 
of the conflict possible soon without detriment to 
Italy's prestige. — always supposing, of course, that 
some unforeseen international incident happening 
without intention on the part of the Governmets or 
even without their knowledge does not create a fait 
accompli constituting an insult to the British nation. 
Let us not forget that Britain's present Foreign 
Secretary is made of firmer and tougher stuff than 
his predecessor. He gave proof of this in his handling 
of India. Nor let us forget that for the past 150 years 
Britain, even if she did lose battles, always managed 
to win the last one.

And when it comes to peace negotiations that is 
all that counts, Waterloo would have had another 
significance coming after Valmy, What struck me as 
peculiar in both countries — it is true that England 
is on the eve of general elections — was that the most 
extreme sanctionists were the very pacifists who had 
hitherto grudged the sums spent on national defence, 
but who now, all of a sudden, are ready in connection 
with the African question to defend peace at the ex
pense of war. Those, on the other hand, who went 
through all the horrors of the world war protest, 
especially in France, are against this policy. Mr, 
Ainery, former Colonial Secretary, writing in the

"Times” of October 4-th, declared that the League of 
Nations was a splendid institution as far as discussion, 
intercourse and conciliaton went, but hardly an ef- 
fectve instrument where the enforcement of com
pulsory measures was in question. In many respects 
he was right; for today the League of Nations of 
which the U. S. A. Germany and Japan have ceased 
to be members, is no longer what it was meant to be. 
Shortly ago the Soviet delegate pronounced peace to 
be indivisible, which implies the danger of war being 
indivisible too. In a word, instead of collective 
security we should be reduced to the superchaos of 
the era of the Flood. To sum up: Although I am filled 
with anxiety as to what the future may hold, I hope 
we shall not be swept on to a declivity where the 
curbing power of commonsense is too weak to avert 
catastrophe, and that this Europe crippled by the 
last war will keep away from the brink of a 
dangerous ravine.

A sober calculation of how we stand as to geo
graphic, economic and political forces will point out 
the path we must take. The only policy we can pursue 
in one that, while it does everything to preserve 
existing links of friendship and sympathy, is care
ful to avoid taking steps or decisions which might 
bring us into conflict with an international public 
opinion shaped by factors over which we have no 
control."

— y —

REVIVAL OF PAN-SLAVISM
"P r io r  to the G reat W a r our nation had living 

cu ltural connections with those p rin cipa l nations which 
tod a y  constitute the Soviet U nion. These connections 
arose from  a com m unity o f language and from  b lood  
relationship . W e  shall never forget what Russian 
literature in particular meant to us p rior to the W ar; 
and w e cannot but rem em ber the interest we show ed 
in the developm ent o f R ussian ph ilosoph y . In this 
con ection  all I have to do is to sim ply  poin t out the 
m anner in w hich these connections are m irrored  in the 
great p h ilosoph ica l and literary  w ork  o f our P re
sident M asaryk .”

These w ords w ere addressed on  O ctober 6th. by

Dr. Benes, F oreign  M inister o f C zecho-S lovak ia , to 
the S oviet w riters and journalists then en joy in g  the 
h osp ita lity  o f Prague. Mutatis mutandis p ra ctica lly  the 
same w ords must have been used by  Kram ar, the 
founder o f the m odern  pan-S lav  m ovem ent know n as 
"neo-Slavism“ , in the speech  in which he toasted the 
Russian "s la v ja n op h ile ” visitors to one o f the S ok ol 
celebrations held in Prague p rior  to the G reat W ar. 
S ince that W a r Dr, B enes has consistently  —  for 
politica l reasons —  turned his back  u pon  politica l 
pan-S lavism : but those w ords of his w hich are quoted 
above are eloquent p ro o f that pan-S lavism  is not 
dead.

INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION IN RUMANIA
The National Peasant Party and Alexander Vajda's 

"Frontul Romanesc” are engaged in a concentric attack 
on Tatarescu's Government. The work of attack is 
being joined in also by Marshall Avarescu's party 
and by Gheorghe Bratianu's Liberal Dissidents too. 
These attacks are the prologue preparing the way for 
the mass meeting of the National Peasant Party con
vened to assemble in Bucharest on November 14th., 
it being proposed to organise a march of 200,000 
persons through the streets of Bucharest on that occa
sion. The Government Party proposes to arrange a 
demonstration of 300,000 persons for the same day; 
and the opening of parliament has been postponed 
till that date. Of the attacks on Government appearing 
in the anti-Government press special mention is due 
to the communique dealing with the meeting of the 
National Peasant Party held on September 27th., the 
same declaring that the two years' government by the 
Tatarescu Cabinet has prejudiced the highest interests 
of the State, resulting in a catastrophe alike in eco
nomic, monetary and financial respects and in an 
atmosphere of corruption and immorality culminating 
in the foreign exchange fraud ("Patria", Oct, 1). In

one o f  his speeches Julius M aniu declared  that the 
aggravation o f the dom estic p o lit ica l situation  was due, 
not to a struggle betw een parties, but to  he clash  o f 
tw o opposin g  system s. In a speech delivered  at M aros- 
u jvar M aniu drew  a para lle l betw een the respective 
p o litica l m ethods o f h im self and o f Tatarescu. He 
said that Tatarescu  p rop osed  to change the constitu 
tion  so as to enable the king to act arbitrarily , though 
the G overnm ent shou ld  be responsible. A t  a p o litica l 
m eeting A varescu  and G eorghe B ratianu protested  
vehem ently against the censorship  and the state o f 
siege. In their op in ion  the system  o f governm ent was 
im m oral, seeing that the pow er had fa llen  into the 
hands o f traitors and robbers. In a  speech  delivered  
at C onstanza Tatarescu  bitterly  attacked M aniu, de
claring that the on ly  op p osition  m ovem ent o f a con sti
tutional character was that o f the E xtrem e R ight 
(Cuza— G oga  parties), and branding the endeavours o f 
M aniu to  defend  the C onstitution as an attempt at 
extortion .

T itu lescu 's  russophile attitude is p rovok ing  p ro 
tests ever increasing in vehem ence. A t m eetings o f  the 
"F ron tu l R om an esc” held  at D6s and Szam osujvar
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Vajda spoke rather sharply in condemnation of the 
Russo-Rumanian military alliance; his criticism being 
extremely depreciatory and his conclusion being that 
according to the evidence of history the passing of 
Russian armies through the territory of Rumania had 
never done Rumania any good. "Should the Russians 
enter Rumanian territory", — he asked — "how do 
we expect them to go out?" Gheorghe Bratianu sub
mitted a question in parliament protesting against the 
russophile policy and pointing to the serious danger 
to Rumania latent in that policy. And he spoke to 
the same purport also at a meeting of his party held 
at Campolung.

Some of the opposition meetings held in the pro
vinces led to bloodshed. Quite recently, at Marama- 
rossziget, the gendarmes were compelled to use their 
arms to check the destructive depredations of the 
crowd. The fate of Government will be decided at

the audiences to be given by the king during the 
second half of October, the leaders of the Opposition 
having also been summoned to the same, which are 
being looked forward to with eager excitement by the 
whole public life of the country. The anti-minority 
policy of Government was severely criticised by Dr. 
Joseph Wilier, deputy belonging to the Magyar Party, 
in the speech to his constituents delivered at Nagy- 
varad on October 13th. He stressed that the lot of 
the Hungarian inhabitants had not been so grave even 
during the first two years after the change of regime 
is 1920 as it was today, and emphasised the fact that 
no previous government had so completely flouted 
the minority rights as that headed by Tatarescu, which 
desired to utilise the anti-minority atmosphere it was 
creating for the purpose of distracting attention from 
the difficulties prevailing in the internal political 
situation.

OCTOBER, 1935.

VELTCHEV’S SCHEME OF ASSASSINATION
On October 3rd,, the anniversary of the accession 

to the throne of Czar Boris and of the declaration of 
the independence of Bulgaria, the celebrations usual 
in other years were replaced by a state of siege. 
Government was compelled to resort to this measure 
because steps had to be taken to prevent an attempt 
on a large scale planned with the object of assassinat
ing the Czar, the members of the Government and a 
whole host of prominent politicians and military 
officers. The political group bearing the name of 
"Zveno", which on May 19th., 1924, availed itself of 
the assistance of friends in the military league to 
exploit the cabinet crisis of the time for the purpose 
of seizing the reins of power by a "putsch", very soon 
alienated the sympathies of the people by radical 
reforms which merely aggravated the serious economic 
conditions then in force; and the people, which was 
sick of the eternal party squabbles, gladly welcomed 
the Government formed by Kimon Georgieff. The 
situation was aggravated by the fact that this political 
group showed decided republican tendencies. Damian 
Veltchev, the spiritus rector of the Georgieff Gov
ernment, was anxious to be made President of the 
Republic at all costs. Thereupon the Bulgarian officers 
withdrew their support from the Government, which 
was consequently compelled to yield the power to a 
new Cabinet. However, the by no means numerous 
group of republicans refused to abandon their 
endeavours. Damian Veltchev fled from the country 
and established himself in Belgrade, where he con
tinued his work. Having convinced himself that his 
endeavours had not many supporters in the country, 
he planned a murderous attempt. He designed a 
notorious assassin of the name of Uzunoff to murder 
the Czar. At the end of September last he clandestinely

visited Sofia for the purpose of studying local con
ditions. The attempt was to be made in the Cathedral 
and in the big square in front of the Cathedral, where 
the celebrations of the anniversary on October 3rd. 
were to be held in the presence of the Czar and all 
the Ministers. However, the authorities were informed 
in good time of the proposed attempt, the ultimate 
object of which was a coup d’etat. Veltchev and the 
other conspirators were arrested; and they are now 
awaiting their trial. Only Uzunoff succeeded in evad
ing the vigilance of the authorities. In view of the 
fact that the origin of the conspiracy could be traced 
to Belgrade, the Yugoslav Press, instead of hastening 
to the assistance of the Bulgarian Government in its 
work investigating the case, made a political affair 
out of the crime. After the disclosure of the conspiracy 
the Bulgarian Government issued a statement which 
was not by any means intended to be an insinuation 
against the Yugoslav people, as the Yugoslav Press 
suggested; but Bulgaria cannot be expected when 
investigating the truth to avoid mentioning a fact 
relating to something (isolated as that something 
may be) that did actually happen in Yugoslav terri
tory. On his way back from Geneva the Bulgarian 
Foreign Minister Kiosseivanov stopped a day in 
Belgrade, the real object of this visit being to assure 
the Yugoslav Government that the scheme of assassina
tion cannot in the least dissuade the Bulgarian Gov
ernment from continuing the friendly relation between 
their country and Yugoslavia and to inform Yugoslav 
public opinion how unfounded was the agitation 
aroused in connection with the unsuccesful attempt. 
We are reminded of an old proverb — celui qui crie 
n’a pas raison.

H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
C Z  E C H O -  S L O V A K I A

WHEN APPOINTING MEMBERS 
OF DISTRICT COUNCILS 
GOVERNMENT IGNORES 

THE RIGHTS OF MINORITIES
In term s o f the adm inistration law  in force  now, 

one-th ird  o f the mem bers o f the p rov in cia l and district

cou ncils  are not e lected  b y  the population , but are 
appoin ted  by  G overnm ent. W e  have a lready  reported  
that the last tim e the m em bers o f the prov in cia l 
cou ncils  w ere appoin ted  the national m inorities v/ere 
com p lete ly  ign ored ; the tw o H ungarian parties w ere 
not given any seats. The same thing has occu rred  
again in con nection  with the appointm ent o f m em bers 
o f the d istrict councils . A lthough  H enlein 's Sudeta 
G erm an P arty  is not on ly  the largest G erm an party, 
but also the largest party  in the w hole  R epublic, it 
was sim ply  ignored  by the M inistry o f the Interior


