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ABYSSINIA AND THE POLICY OF PEACE
by

Tibor Eckhardt
Member o f Parliament

The present international situation was best 
characterised by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald when, 
on leaving the recent Cabinet Council, he said 
that it had not been so critical since 1914. If that 
cautious statesman, who occupies a leading posi
tion in the British Empire, says so, we must un
doubtedly believe that the threat of war created 
by the Italo-Abyssinian conflict is indeed serious. 
We must trust, and I, myself, strongly hope, that 
should war really break out, it will be confined to 
Abyssinian territory. But even in that case grave 
consequences may follow. It is not only that in 
the event of an improductive clash of arms we are 
threatened with loss of confidence and faith in 
the peaceful co-operation of the nations, and with 
a further aggravation of the already critical si
tuation, but also that if the coloured masses are 
to be pitted agaist the white races, it may prove 
a hotbed of absolutely incalculable difficulties. 
Bad seed will be sown and the inhabitants of 
this planet of ours will reap a bitter harvest. 
Even if the Italo-Abyssinian war can be isolated, 
it will make its effects felt in Europe. A  change 
in the balance of power may disturb the European 
equilibrium; may lead to dangerous experiments, 
to a weakening of the Stresa front, even to its 
collapse; in which case the consequences are 
unpredictable.

The treatment of the Abyssinian ulcer is a 
job for the Geneva doctors, whose intervention 
may ameliorate, even if it cannot cure, the disease. 
But the danger of the situation must give food for 
thought and deductions to every honest person 
who has the preservation of the world's peace and 
the salvation of our civilisation, at heart. If we 
are powerless to change or help matters, let us 
at least find out the causes of the present trouble 
—  the mistakes made — , that in future we may 
learn to avoid similar ones. It is not my intention 
to criticise, only to warn.

In the summer of 1930 I wrote an article 
entitled "A  New War in 1937" which contained a 
summary of the dangers threatening international 
peace, each of which in itself was bound to lead 
to war, unless averted in time. The article 
appeared in English and American newspapers. 
Sad to say, its contents have been borne out since.

The danger threatening the world today was 
clearly pointed out in a passage the gist of which 
was as follows. Alongside of Germany the other 
European country struggling with the problem of 
over-population was boot-shaped Italy, who, 
although she had fought on the side of the victors, 
was obliged to send a quarter of a million 
emigrants yearly to the overseas countries. She 
had no coal, no petroleum, no wood and no metals, 
and could not provide for her steadily growing 
population except by increased industrialisation. 
For decades emigrants to the United States had 
been mostly Germans and Italians, but since an 
embargo had been put on immigration even that 
safety valve was closed. The Italian boot kept 
pinching more and more. Strange to say, of all the 
victors Italy alone did not get any of the German 
colonies, and the peace treaties had only ag
gravated instead of ameliorating the problem of 
over-population in Europe. When, in spite of 
this, Mussolini preached "more children" instead 
of birth control, it was not the exhausted Italian 
soil he had in his mind’s eye, but conquering 
Roman legions taking possession of East Africa. 
For France colonies meant merely increased 
riches and greater prestige; but for Italy, if she 
wished to prevent the social tension snapping, 
they were a vital question. And in Mussolini Italy 
had a leader who was able to focus the longings 
and forces of the Italian people in his own person 
as in a lens which burns where its beam falls.

This was the tenor of my article, and it shows 
that five years ago the present situation was pre
dictable with certainty. And today I ask; what 
bas the world done to avert a danger so old and 
so long foreseen? I ask: is it possible to cure 
serious organic ills in the settlement of inter
national affairs by a clever grouping of hegemonic 
relations and the temporary repression —  or 
worse still, the denial —  of unsatisfied needs? It 
is a physical law that compressed gases explode 
with redoubled energy; and this is true also, on 
the mental plane, of repressed desires. For the 
past 15 years, ever since the League of Nations 
was formed, a busy work —  alas! only in details! 
—  has been going on to extend international co 
operation; but in many instances no consideration
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whatever has been paid to certain primary de
mands of national being which are an imperative 
necessity for the continued existence of some 
nations, without whicih they cannot live. In their 
souls those nations put the requirements of national 
existence before the most praiseworthy points of 
view of international co-operation. If international 
co-operation is not able or willing to reckon with 
the fundamental postulates of national existence, 
then the nations concerned —  and here there is 
no difference between nation and nation —  will 
safeguard their own vital interests in a unilateral 
manner, even at the price of the failure of inter
national co-operation.

Here it is necessary to point out the import
ance of realising the situation in time, and the 
need for taking steps and making prophylactic 
changes speedily. Any danger threatening the 
existence of a nation which lasts indefinitely, 
becomes intolerably acute and produces uncom
promising and extravagant doctrines which, if they 
pass from the minds of the leaders to the minds 
and emotions of the masses, lead to actual mass- 
psychosis, and then the rule of reason is over and 
the whole nation becomes the slave of its im
pulses. Today England openly admits Italy's right 
to demand colonies, and is willing to promote 
Italy's economic expansion in Africa. The solemn 
declarations uttered are certainly proof that Brit
ain has correctly estimated the situation and hon
estly desires to help. A  few years ago perhaps 
these declarations would have smoothed matters 
over. But today the spirit of the Italian people is 
beyond being satisfied with them. The Italians 
think their rightful interests cannot be ensured ex
cept by political expansion; they will mot wait; 
they cannot bargain. Italy has made her decision. 
She has taken the solution of this painful problem 
in her own hands, and at the risk of great danger is 
absolutely determined to take action. Other wars 
in the course of history have frequently been 
started for similar reasons. It cannot be denied 
that war is bad business. But there is a state of 
mind in which business points of view are cast 
aside, in which indeed people feel clearly that 
death is not the greatest evil that can befall a 
man. Great disappointments are needed to induce 
that frame of mind, but when this conviction takes 
root in the soul of a nation, war becomes 
inevitable.

The present war-tension has in itself created 
a grave situation; yet viewed from the correct 
perspective it is only a symptom, a torch which 
throws sharply into relief the fundamental de
ficiencies in the whole post-war international 
system, and casts the shadow of graver coming 
events before. In the first half of the last century 
Europe went through a similar period, when the 
Holy Alliance held the nations of that continent in 
thrall, and arbitrarily tried to prevent any change 
or rational development, The same endeavour 
gives a dangerous warp to the activity of the 
League of Nations. Instead of setting wrong right 
before it is too late, the League is solely concerned 
with the rigid maintenance of the status quo, and 
so far its efforts have been entirely successful.

But the League of Nations was not created for 
that purpose and cannot fulfil its vocation at all 
if it serves that one idea alone. In the original 
draft of the League of Nations Covenant, Article 
10, which safeguards the status quo, and Article 
19, which provides the possibility of a revision of 
such treaties as are incapable of execution or 
threaten peace, were in one section. Later on the 
latter became a separate article. At the outset the 
two conceptions were in perfect harmony and 
equilibrium. Neither of them was of greater im
portance than the other. But in all its work the 
League has confined its activity to the uncon
ditional observance of Article 10, and has rigidly 
refused to apply the provisions of Article 19. In 
point of fact it has endeavoured to characterise 
even a mere appeal to that Article as an actual 
act of aggression. This attitude has proved ex
tremely prejudicial to the preservation of the 
world's peace, for it has robbed international po
litics of elasticity, has cut off all possibility of 
reasonable and equitable readjustments, and has 
made the League of Nations incompetent to 
straighten out serious tangles like the Manchurian 
conflict. Most dangerous of all, in many cases it 
has awakened in the minds of the nations whose 
interests have frequently been wronged by the 
present system, the thought that their lot cannot 
be bettered by international co-operation and 
peaceable means. This again has led to the birth 
of a belligerent mood which finds eloquent ex
pression in the no longer disguised race in arma
ments, and threatens to sweep away the institu
tional policy of peace.

The correct conclusion to be drawn from the 
situation was expressed by Mussolini two years 
ago, when in connection with the Rome Four 
Power Pact he voiced the opinion that there were 
two kinds of peace policy. One was the decadent 
policy which, with its insistence on the mainten
ance of the status quo, must inevitably lead to 
war, the other a constructive policy of peace which 
endeavoured to correct the mistakes and injustices 
in the international system and the treaties 
through the medium of reasonable readjustments, 
and to safeguard peace by means of rational 
revision. No country in the world feels the truth 
of those statements better than Hungary. The 
Danube Valley, hemmed in by the Little Entente 
political, economic, and military blockade, has 
been deprived of the possibilities of development 
and of its elasticity by the faulty peace treaties 
and by Little Entente agreements arbitrarily sup
porting their mistakes. The lessons of the Italo- 
Abyssinian conflict merely serve to confirm the 
Hungarian nation in its constructive peace policy. 
Let those who desire peace work to obtain a just 
revision —  before it is too late.

— y—



“ PEACE IN THE DANUBE VALLEY"
by

E lem er S z u d y

Herr Henry Mataja, Austrian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, recently delivered a striking 
address on this subject in the Industriellen Klub 
in Prague. What lent importance to the address, 
besides the personality of Herr Mataja and the 
weighty nature of what he had to say, was the 
fact that Dr. Benes, Czecho-Slovak Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, with his understudy Herr 
Krofta, v/as among the audience, following the 
lecture from beginning to end with expressions 
of approval. I do not wish to draw far-reaching 
conclusions, but so much is sure, that Herr Mataja 
spoke of Hungary in the hostile Prague atmo
sphere in an unusually friendly and understand
ing tone, and that his arguments were not contra
dicted.

Herr Mataja began his lecture by saying that 
seeing that the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy had 
been broken up as a result of the Great War, it 
was necessary to create a modus vivendi for the 
new state-building races in the Danube Valley 
which would not only provide a way out of the 
present grave economic impasse, but would also 
serve as the basis of a final settlement. He con
sidered it absolutely necessary that these histori
cally interdependent States should take steps to
wards an economic and cultural rapprochement, 
the pre-requisites and guarantees of which are to 
be found in their previous co-existence. But above 
all —  said Herr Mataja —  outraged Hungary 
must have her peace of mind restored.

After Herr Mataja’s address in Prague the 
“ Wiener Wirtschafts-Woche“  called a meeting to 
discuss the serious problems broached, and the 
writer of this article took part in the noteworthy 
debate, which covered a wide range, and gave his 
views on the subject as follows:

"In its effects the question of the Danube 
Valley is much too far-reaching, and in its con
tents much too highly charged with dynamic histo
rical forces, to allow of its being treated either as 
a purely local question, or as the domestic pro
blem of certain Danubian States, to be settled 
among themselves. In this historical danger-zone 
of Europe new territorial, political, economic, and 
cultural units have arisen, partly out of the coun
tries which were under the suzerainty of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, partly out of others 
which even before the Great War were free and 
politically independent. Hitherto these units have

not been able to find their own internal equi
librium, or to regulate their relations with one 
another definitively. This is so true that today, 
fifteen years after the peace treaties were con
cluded, the same chaos and insecurity prevails in 
the Danube Valley as in the period immediately 
following the War. True, political frontiers have 
been drawn; to outward appearances a certain 
order has been established; experiments, more or 
less doubtful in their results, have been, and are 
being, undertaken to regulate economic and cul
tural life. But how far off all this is from the day 
when the peoples and nations, instead of living 
beside one another, shall live together, and the 
feelings of insecurity and transition shall be re
placed by those of security and permanency.”

The spiritual structure of the co-existence of 
the races in the Danube Valley presents an ex
tremely loose appearance. Primarily for this very 
reason the creation of peace and understanding 
among the Succession States ceases to be a local 
question and becomes a problem affecting Europe 
as a whole. For, should we fail to achieve what 
alone can produce ultimate peace of mind, namely 
moral and political consolidation, no amount of 
good-will or exertion spent on transitory solutions 
will be of any avail, because, unless political dif
ferences are done away with, all other solutions 
are bound to be abortive.

The mutually antagonistic parties must be 
made to understand that no results are to be ex
pected either from formulas or from a resort to 
brute force. What we need is an honest compro
mise, which, however, cannot reach the degree of 
vitality and resistance upon which the foundations 
of a common future can be laid except through 
a blunt sincerity of facts and truths.

The European policy of the Great Powers 
has reached a stage in which it recognises the full 
gravity of the situation. The Stresa resolutions 
actually directed the States concerned to hold a 
conference in Rome; but at present two matters 
of importance prevent its being convened. The one 
—  a non putarem —  is the sudden conflict be
tween Italy and Abyssinia. The other is a question 
of principles; namely, the difference between the 
standpoint taken by the Little. Entente and that 
of the signatories of the Rome Pact, of Italy, 
Austria and Hungary.
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Hungary's thesis is quite frank and clear.
In the first place she cannot enter into any 

agreement that would involve her abandoning the 
peaceable propaganda which aims at obtaining 
the fulfilment of Hungary's legitimate territorial 
claims. Nothing is more- alien to Hungary than a 
spirit of aggression, the intention to attack; but 
there is a wide difference between an insistence 
on certain irrefutable truths and threats of war. 
By and by this must be recognised even by those 
who today are most intolerant of any peaceable 
manifestation of that sort, and are still firmly 
determined to defend the letter of the peace 
treaties against the demands — elemental in their 
force —  of life and evolutional progress.

Neither can the twelve and a half million 
Hungarians living in the Danube Basin acquiesce 
in three and a half millions of their race (25%) 
being simply spirited away by the denationalising 
efforts of the Succession States’ governments. 
There is no nation in the world willing to resign 
itself to accepting such a state of things as the 
unalterable dictate of destiny, the less so since 
the peace treaties themselves have made it legally 
possible for nations to keep watch over the lot 
of their racial kin living, deprived of their rights, 
under an alien yoke, and to carry their complaints 
and wrongs before the judgment-seat appointed 
to deal with them, viz. the League of Nations. 
How can we expect to find an atmosphere con
ducive to good-will and friendship among the 
peoples of the Danube Valley when in some of 
the Succession States the Hungarians are deprived 
of equality of rights as citizens, and are not even 
allowed to enjoy the rights to which they would 
be entitled not only because of their separate 
linguistic and cultural individuality, but also on the 
basis of the great principles of human dignity and 
human liberty? A  speedy settlement of the mino
rity question is therefore one of the most impor
tant primary conditions of an evolution of forms 
of life consistent with an honest and frank eco
nomic and political co-operation.

Then again if Hungary demands —  as she is 
entitled to demand —  equal rights for her kin in 
other lands, she is also entirely within her rights 
if she asks the same for herself in international 
relations. Naturally this refers not only to equality 
in armaments, but also to her sovereign right to 
choose the form of political State she prefers; that 
is to say, to decide for herself the question of the 
Hungarian throne. For surely there is no more 
purely internal affair than the question of the 
constitutional forms in which a nation desires to 
live and of the person by whom it wishes to be 
ruled. So long as the Hungarian nation has to 
fight against external prohibitions in those matters, 
it is vain to say that Hungary's sovereignty has 
been recognised and that she can avail herself 
of it.

The statements contained in Herr Matajas 
address on the Danube Valley are of extremely 
great value. His excellent study has opened up 
new and wide perspectives, and he has frankly 
and honestly pointed out the aspects which un
doubtedly form the crux of the question. It is not

only that his opinions have given an added mo
mentum to the political, economic and cultural 
issues of the problem. Besides that —  and this is 
what in my opinion is the point of greatest value 
in his address —  his reasonings are grounded in 
human nature, and he brings not only objective 
but also subjective arguments to their support. 
This by no means detracts from the scientific 
value of his statements, nor does if prevent his 
reducing to their elements with analytic skill 
hitherto obscure aspects of the problem. Had the 
problem of the Danube Valley met in the past 
with the same kind of treatment, I am convinced 
that we should not be so far off from a solution 
as, unfortunately, we are today.

In the "Wiener Wirtschafts Woche" Herr 
Mataja replied to my statements.

It cannot be affirmed today —  he said —  that 
every peaceable manifestation made by Hungary 
meets with the greatest intolerance on the part 
of her neighbours. There are signs to show that 
in this respect a change has come. In his Prague 
lecture he had expressly stated that the restora
tion of peace of mind in Hungary was now a need 
of European importance. In connection with this 
he had pointed out that it was not always ne
cessary to find out whether certain wishes lacked 
formal justification; on the contrary we must 
make a point of discovering wishes that deserved 
to be noticed, considered and granted. Those pre
sent at his Prague lecture had welcomed that point 
of view with sympathy and applause. The Czecho
slovak press had given due publicity to his 
address, and, so far as he was aware, no objec
tions had been raised anywhere. In his opinion 
these were phenomena which could not be dis
regarded, especially as it was not a usual thing to 
give immediate expression to a mood, or put it 
into immediate action. Unnoticed and spontaneous 
phenomena of that sort, however, had the advan
tage of being quite genuine, and were therefore 
very significant symptoms.

Then again Hungary would never be able to 
reconcile herself to relinquishing over 25% of her 
racial kindred in the Danube Valley to the tender 
mercies of the denationalising policy of the Suc
cession States. Could the ultimate conclusion be 
drawn that Hungary's demands did not extend to 
the restoration of pre-War non-Magyar districts? 
Were it possible to ascertain definitely and make 
it clear that there were legitimate Hungarian de
mands that would have to be granted, it would 
be possible to fix a certain area of investigation 
in connection with the questions involved. This 
area of investigation, and the matter supplied by 
it, would provide suitable items for the programme 
of a conference later on, which would not evade 
the discussion of genuine and serious differences.

Besides this, the Danube Valley had important 
and positive aims which were well calculated to 
facilitate and give elasticity to the programme of 
a conference. Besides trade links, currency busi
ness and tourist travel — all of which help to 
further co-operation and harmony — , there were 
other things well-fitted to spread and consolidate 
good understanding once it had been achieved.
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And how many opportunities presented them
selves in the sphere of culture! . . .

The rest of Herr Mataja’s statements do not 
belong strictly to this subject; and I do not wish 
to digress. As to the substance of his remarks, 
particular stress must be laid on two things. The 
first is that perhaps he attaches too much im
portance to certain elements, indicative of the 
mood of the moment, which undoubtedly often 
play a role in international politics. But Hungary, 
made wise by experience, cannot afford to trust 
them, and must find a more definite basis upon 
which to rest her policy.

Of greater importance by far was Herr 
Mataja's startling query which, dealing with the 
minority problem, seemed to establish a connec
tion between territorial principles and the ques
tion of the rights of the minorities. Frankly speak
ing, I have never thought of the two in conjunction. 
I could not do so, for the protection of the 
minority rights of three and a half million Hun
garians is guaranteed in the peace treaties and 
cannot be endangered by any territorial demands 
Hungary may possibly make upon her neighbours. 
The fulfilment of the obligation undertaken to

protect the minorities is a question of carrying the 
peace treaties into effect, while the territorial 
demands belong to the sphere of revision. We 
cannot emphasise too strongly that the question 
of territorial readjustment and that of the pro
tection of the minorities are two entirely distinct 
and independent problems. Hungary can never 
consent to allow the one to be played off against 
the other to the disadvantage of either. I feel con
vinced that the establishment of this illegitimate 
relation between them must be an unwitting error 
on Herr Mataja’s part, and that on closer inspec
tion he will surely be willing to revise his 
opinions.

Finally, as regards the possibility of a con
ference: Hungary was never against friendly con
versations. Officially or unofficially she has always 
been present at meetings of that nature. Her 
suggestions have always been made with a view 
to bridging over difficulties. It is not her fault 
that she has no tangible results to produce. I can 
scarcely believe that in the future, if the other 
side discloses a sympathetic attitude, she will 
alter her attitude and refuse to meet a rapproche
ment half-way.

..............  — y—

THE BATTLE OF MOHACS 
A HISTORICAL EVENT OF DECISIVE

SIGNIFICANCE*
by

Alexis Mdthe

Four hundred and nine years ago, in the year 
of grace fifteen hundred and twenty-six, on August 
29th., which in the Christian Calender figures as 
the day of the martyrdom of St. John the Baptist, 
Hungary was routed decisively on the field of 
Mohacs, a small town (at that time a village) ad
joining the southern frontier of the country situated 
on the shore of the Danube. The battle was a 
catastrophe, not only for Hungary, but for the 
whole of Europe too. It was after this battle that 
the Turks began their formidable penetration west
wards which advanced as far as the walls of 
Vienna. During the century and a half which 
followed Hungary was the chief sufferer: indeed, 
the central part of the country, together with the 
Capital, Buda, remained in the hands of the bar
barian conquerors until the end of the seventeenth 
century.

* On August 29th, the four hundred and ninth anni
versary of the terrible disaster which left Hungary at the 
mercy of the Turks, Admiral Nicholas Horthy, Regent of 
Hungary unveiled a monument to the memory of the heroes 
who fell on that fateful day. This event lend peculias 
interest to the above article.

Prior to the fatal day of Mohacs Hungary had 
been an integral part of the West of Europe. Her 
cultural and political and social life during the 
peaceful period from the eleventh century onwards, 
when the national dynasty of the House of Arpad 
was ruling the country, v/as as advanced as that 
of any of her Western neighbours. Towards the end 
of the Middle Ages, when a French-Italian dynasty, 
the Anjous, who had obtained the throne by marri: 
age, reigned in Hungary, that country lived in per
sonal union with Poland, —  Buda being the Capital 
of the two united kingdoms; and when the great 
Anjou king, Louis I., conquered the whole of the 
Balkan Peninsula, the Hungarian Kingdom ex
tended from the shores of the Black Sea and the 
Adriatic coast as far north as the Baltic.

Later on, in the fifteenth century, Hungary 
was ruled by her great Renaissance king, Matthias 
Corvinus. Eight years before his accession to the 
throne Byzantium had been conquered by the 
Turks; but the Ottomans, who still remembered 
the heavy blows inflicted upon them by the mailed 
fist of John Hunyadi, Matthias' father, respected 
and feared Hungary; and .Europe might have been 
left in peace.
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But after the death of Matthias, in 1490, every
thing changed at once. Unfortunately the great 
king left no heir; his natural son, John Corvinus, 
was not accepted by the nobility, who elected a 
king of foreign origin, Wladislas 11., a Member of 
the Bohemian Jagello dynasty.

The powerful oligarchs were glad that the 
strong hand of Matthias was no more; and they 
wanted a king ” whose beard they could hold in 
their hands". Wladislas Jagello was a monarch 
after their own heart, a puppet and a sad, melan
choly figure. He was nicknamed ” dobshe” —  a 
word which in his own language (Czech: for he 
never learned to speak Magyar at all) means "very 
well", that being the answer invariably given by 
him to questions addressed to him.

In a few years all the wealth and pov/er 
acquired for his beloved country by Matthias, had 
vanished. First the king and then the people were 
reduced to an inconceivable poverty. Only the 
oligarchs and the prelates were rich. The former, 
a real curse to the country at this time, were half 
barbarian, —  worse than the worst of the Italian 
condottieri because they had neither culture nor 
education. They were half-oriental brutes, tragic
ally blind to the consequences of their wicked con
duct towards their own country.

When Wladislas died in 1516, the state of the 
country was worse than ever. In 1514, only two 
years before the king's death, a terrible peasant 
rising had exhausted the last resources of the 
country. Apart from the burgesses of the few towns, 
situated mostly near the frontiers, the peasantry 
were the only working class in the country; and 
they were now suffering in the iron grip of a ruth
less reaction.

Louis II., who successed Wladislas, was a mere 
child of ten. His foreign guardians, the Emperor 
Maximilian and Sigismund, King of Poland, were 
soon got rid of; and the country was really ruled 
by Thomas Bakocz, the mighty Primate, Stephen 
Bathory, the lame Palatine, and Stephen Verbdczy, 
leader of the gentry. The young king developed 
an early maturity which was anything but healthy. 
When not yet sixteen years of age he wedded Mary 
of Austria, granddaughter of the Emperor Maxi
milian, and orphan daughter of Philip the Hand
some. Though only twenty when he fell on the 
battle-field of Mohacs, Louis was as grey as a man 
of advanced age. The ten years of his reign were 
a strange mixture of forced and excessive merry
making on the one hand and of serious conferences 
with his ministers and diplomats on the other 
carried on for the purpose of trying to save his 
country from the danger of a Turkish invasion.

That danger was real enough and was inevi
table seeing that the Ottoman throne was then in 
the possession of Suleiman (Solyman) the Magni
ficent, one of the most bellicose of all the Sultans. 
The first great blow came in 1521, when the fort
ress of Belgrade, the key to Hungary then occupied

by Hungarians, fell before the attacks of Suleiman's 
hosts. The same year Shabatz, another important 
fortress on the southern frontier of the country, 
also fell into the hands of the Turkish conquerors, 
the result being that the southern boundaries of 
Hungary stood practically defenceless.

King Louis and his able priest-diplomats Bro- 
daritch, a Hungarian bishop of Croatian extraction, 
and Burgio, Papal Nuncio to the Hungarian Court, 
began seriously their efforts to save the country by 
the aid of diplomacy. But all the desperate efforts 
made by them proved futile. Both the Pope and the 
emperors and kings of Europe were busy fighting 
wars of their own. There was constant fighting be
tween the Holy See and the King of France on the 
one hand and the young German Emperor, Charles 
V. (elected in 1519 only), on the other hand. The 
bone of contention at this juncture was the posses
sion of Milan. All the time the small Venetian R e
public, a clever intriguer, was watching behind the 
scenes. England was ruled by Henry VIII.; 
but that monarch kept aloof from the troubles of 
the Continent so far as that was feasible: and Eng
land was on the eve of the reign of Elizabeth, when 
she became interested primarily in the sea. The 
Turkish Empire was the great, incalculable force 
behind the European balance of power. Although 
the spirit of the Crusades had died out centuries 
before, the Holy See often felt strongly impelled to 
undertake the defence of Christendom against the 
ever hostile forces of the Mohammedan world. But 
at that time international politics was more a game 
of duplicity than ever; and the Medici Pope, Cle
ment VII., while really anxious to offer Hungary 
assistance in money and troops to help her to de
fend her imperilled frontiers against the menace of 
an Ottoman attack, nevertheless, in 1526 (the year 
of the rout at Mohacs), joined the famous League 
of Cognac, in which the Holy See, the King of 
France and the Sultan combined secretly against 
the Ghibelline forces of the German Empire.

Had all these things happened during the reign 
of King Matthias, Hungary would have had nothing 
to fear. His powerful, well-equipped armies (includ
ing the famous Black Brigade) and his brave gene
rals would have formed an impassable breakwater 
to stem the tide of the onrushing Turkish hordes. 
But Matthias Corvinus had died many years pre
viously; and Hungary, deprived of her inner force 
and politically in a hopeless situation amid a host 
of quarelling European kings and emperors, was 
indeed in a tragic position. Indeed, some of the 
king's counsellors thought it would be better for 
Hungary to make peace with the Turks, who were 
after all to a certain extent racially akin to the 
Magyars, allowing their armies to pass undisturbed 
through the country and thus enabling Suleiman 
to attain his greatest ambition and advance his 
troops to the walls of Vienna. The clever diplomats 
of the Sublime Porte in Constantinople did all 
they could to encourage the Hungarians to accept 
this suggestion; but all their cleverness was in 
vain. Although thereby embracing her inevitable 
fate, Hungary could not renounce the role of 
defender of West against East which she had 
played for centuries.
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Meanwhile the hour of the tragedy was 
approaching. In January, 1526, a Serbian way- 
wode, whose name was Paul, arrived in Buda, the 
Capital of Hungary, and informed the king that 
he had been present personally at the divan 
(secret council of the Sultan) when (it was on 
December 1st., 1525) the Sultan had announced 
that in the coming spring he intended to march to 
conquer Hungary. The information supplied by the 
waywode proved to be true. Suleiman left Con
stantinople on April 23rd. His goal was Hungary 
and Buda. Hungary's frontiers were still unde
fended; the fortresses were little more than ruins, 
most of them empty and unmanned with troops. 
The soldiers had not received any pay, and had 
either returned to their villages or become 
brigands. The saintly Paul Tomory, the fighting 
Archbishop of Kalocsa, did everything he could — 
mostly at his own expense —  to organise some 
kind of defence.

Suleiman's army reached Belgrade on the last 
day of June. It was not till then that the country 
began to realise the nature of the approaching 
danger. The king ordered a general levy; in keep
ing with the ancient custom a bloody sword was 
displayed all over the country as a warning of 
the coming danger. The troops were commanded 
to assemble in camp at Tolna, halfway between 
Buda and Mohacs. But the troops assembled very 
slowly. The king himself left Buda at the head 
of a mere handful of men —  3000 in all —  on 
July 20th., when Suleiman was already knocking 
at the southern gateway of the country with an 
army estimated to contain not less than 70,000 
men.

Should you ever visit Budapest, do not fail 
to have a look at the simple but sombre memorial 
tablet placed on the fourth centenary of the battle 
of Mohacs on a wall just below the status of St. 
Gellert which marks the exact spot from which 
King Louis started for Mohacs and his death at 
the head of his small band of 3000 men. The 
memorial tablet is just a little to the left after 
crossing the Elizabeth Bridge, on the Buda side. 
The simple tablet and the few words it contains 
(someone will always be found ready to translate 
them for you) tell the story of the greatest tragedy 
of the Hungarian nation.

The king reached Tolna on August 6th. At 
that time the troops had begun —  though slowly 
—  to assemble. However there were too few of 
them to stop the advance of the Sultan, whose 
army was at least two or three times as big as 
that gathered round the Hungarian monarch.

The reports from the South were very bad. 
Petervarad, the only stronghold of importance in 
the path of the Turks, had fallen after a heroic 
but hopeless struggle. What was even worse, Sulei
man had built a bridge across the river Save, a 
tributary of the Danube. That was the only point 
where the Turkish army might have been held up; 
and now this last hope had gone too.

The unlucky generals in command of Louis's 
army took no heed of the bad news. They became 
impatient and urged the necessity of immediately 
closing with the Turks. They refused to wait even 
until the arrival of the troops under the command

of John Szapolyai, the unpopular Transylvanian 
chieftain. Only once did they show any fear; that 
was when Tomory, on his arrival from the South, 
told them that Suleiman's army was 300,000 
strong. Later on, however, they recovered their 
confidence when the archbishop explained that 
the Sultan’s host included only 70,000 regular and 
properly armed soldiers. The more sober of the 
generals argued that even so it was hopeless to 
attack 70,000 men with an army of only 24,000. 
But when Tomory, the commander-in-chief, gave 
way, the tragedy became inevitable.

The Hungarian army moved slowly south
wards from Tolna, Mohacs being reached only a 
few days before the battle. At that time the bulk 
of the Sultan's army was also stationed in the big 
open plain of Mohacs, deploying into battle for
mation. Suleiman had no wish to begin the battle 
on the 29th.; his troops were tired and exhausted 
from the great heat of the fine summer day.

It was the Hungarians who attacked. At 2 in 
the afternoon, calling on the name of Jesus, they 
began to storm the Turkish cavalry lines. At the 
outset they were successful in their attack upon a 
surprised enemy. But then the 300 cannon of the 
Sultan's army, hidden behind the lines of the 
retreating cavalry .began to fire at close range. 
Indescribable confusion ensued immediately; and 
within the short space a few minutes the battle 
had been lost and won, the tide turning against 
the Hungarians.

The fighting lasted a couple of hours only. 
There was no one to command the retreating Hun
garians or to stem the tide of confusion and 
disorder. The king himself disappeared and no 
one knew where he had gone.

When dusk set in, the whole field was empty; 
and burning villages illuminated the graveyard of 
a nation. The Sultan’s camp was moved nearer 
to Mohacs .then already in flames. The spahis, 
the Turkish cavalry, went in pursuit of the retreat
ing Hungarians. Both the infantry and the artillery 
of the Hungarian army were practically annihilat
ed. Only one third of the cavalry, some 4— 5.000 
men in all, escaped. Thus Hungary lost about 
20,000 men; but the casualties on the Turkish side 
were at least as heavy, for the Hungarians fought 
desperately and bravely, and the Ottomans did 
not win by any means an easy victory.

The king himself fell in the battle. Also 
Tomory, the commander-in-chief, a large number 
of bishops and noblemen and many thousands 
recruited from the lesser nobility (gentry). Sul
eiman marched on Buda, which he took on Sept
ember 12th. But after a few weeks of plundering 
he returned home; and he left behind him an 
unfortunate country, devastated as by a terrible 
flood.

Louis’s body was found six weeks later. It 
was provisionally interred by pious hands in the 
wet, marshy soil of a small river which crossed 
the battlefield. Later the body was taken to Sze- 
kesfehervar, and was finally buried in the cathed
ral there, the ancient burial-place of the Hungarian 
kings.

That was the last Act of this terrible tragedy.
— y—



10 D A N U B I A N  R E V I E W AUGUST, 1935

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

„THE DANUBIAN CONFERENCE MUST PROVE A FAILURE 
UNLESS THE STATES MOST NEARLY CONCERNED 

ACKNOWLEDGE THE EQUALITY OF HUNGARY"
At the conference of the National Unity (Gov

ernment) Party on August 12th Premier Gombos made 
a long speech in which he dealt with the international 
political questions of the day. According to the Pre
mier's statements, the pivot of the foreign policy of 
Hungary is the Rome Pact, which has proved a com
plete success both economically and politically

"We are well aware” — continued Premier 
Gombos — 'that in the basin of the Carpathians the 
Central European questions cannot be solved with
out us. We shall therefore insist on our legitimate 
and just claims and shall continue to demand 
equality. In the cause of European peace we are 
ready to undertake all necessary sacrifices; but we 
would emphasise that we shall do so only in the 
event of our being acknowledged as a nation of 
equal rank in every respect. This refers naturally 
also to the proposed Danube Conference, at which 
we are not prepared to be present except on the 
basis of the principle of equality of rights. In the 
opinion of the Hungarian Government, namely, if

the Danubian Conference is to prove a success, it 
is essential that the States most nearly concerned 
should approve the endeavours of the Hungarian 
nation to obtain equality of rights”.

The concluding part of the section of the Pre
mier's speech relating to international politics ran as 
follows:

"We Hungarians desire earnestly to continue to 
co-operate in the work of peace; and we trust that 
the League of Nations will in the future too prove 
fully competent to accomplish its mission in this 
field too. To achieve that end it is in my opinion 
necessary that the Powers being Members of the 
League of Nations should provide that no single 
Member shall take part in the League's discussions 
feeling that it is still a question of conquerors and 
conquered facing one another; for in an atmosphere 
of that kind — decenniums after the end of the 
Great War — it is impossible to do efficient work 
in the cause of peace.”

THE GOVERNMENT’S REFORM PROPOSALS
At the conference of the National Unity (Gov

ernment) Party held on August 12th. Premier Gyula 
Gombos dealt with the reform proposals elaborated 
by the Government during the recent Cabinet Council 
discussions in the country. He announced that the 
Bill for the reform of the entailed property system 
will be submitted to Parliament during the autumn 
session. Government is not opposed to the idea of 
entail; but it is not in favour of gigantic entailed 
estates or of the idea that the entailed estates should 
be the exclusive privilege of a single class. The 
ultimate object which Government has in view is an 
equitable distribution of landed property comprising 
small holdings, medium-sized estates and latifundia 
in keeping with the respective importance of the 
several categories. The main points of the Entail Re
form Bill are the following: — no entailed estate may 
be larger in area than 3000 cadastral yokes (inclusive 
of arable land and meadowland too ); any land above 
that area is to be distributed among the owner and 
the members of his family in the lateral line. It is 
proposed to afford opportunities for the establishment 
of entailed estates of an area not exceeding 1000 
cadastral yokes (from 200 to 1000 yokes) to persons

who have deserved the privilege. However, in the 
present economic situation of the country forest lands 
must be left untouched. Government desires to 
establish peasant entails too, which it proposes to 
utilise as a means of extending the system of military 
knights’ holdings. Parliament will also be in a po
sition to deal with the Colonisation Bill during the 
1935/36 session. This Bill proposes to facilitate the 
utilisation of large latifundia exceeding 3000 yokes 
in area for colonisation purposes, though in all cases 
against payment of full and fair compensation. For 
this purpose a sum of roughly 35 million pengo will 
be at the disposal of the Minister of Agriculture, that 
amount increasing every year by 2 millions. In the 
question of the press reform the Government had esta
blished the fact that the most liberal press legislation 
in Europe today is that in force in Hungary, which 
affords openings for numerous abuses. Government 
desires to put an and to these openings, that being 
essential in particular in connection with the illegal 
press — the "revolver" organs; and it desires also 
to offer increased protection to the privacy and 
sanctity of family life and to further the cause of 
public morals.

FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF ESTABLISHMENT
OF LITTLE ENTENTE

On August 14th, the anniversary of the date on 
which the treaty of alliance was signed by Czecho
slovakia and Yugoslavia, the Little Entente press 
made the best of the opportunity to rejoice cla
morously over the fifteen years old alliance of the

Succession States. On August 18th the "Budapesti 
Hirlap” replied in a leading article to the revelations 
of Little Entente propaganda, and inter alia made the 
following interesting statements:

"The desire to keep the booty allotted to them by
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Trianon and hinder the efforts of the Hungarian 
nation to obtain by peaceable means a revision of the 
Treaty of Trianon, has been almost the only tie 
hitherto binding the three States of the Little Entente 
together. With the exception of the treaty between 
Rumania and Yugoslavia, in which mention is made 
of Bulgaria, there is no word in any of the fundamental 
documents of the Little Entente about any other 
country but Hungary, and practically every joint 
action undertaken by the Succession States has been 
directed against the Hungarian nation. In the first 
years of this triple alliance the Succession States did 
everything in their power to prevent Hungary’s re
convalescence from the deadly wounds inflicted by a 
lost war and the succeeding revolution; and when, 
in the course of the years, she did manage to recover 
and began to find friends, any and every means was 
good enough for the Little Entente, if only it could 
be made use of to blacken, slander, defame and 
humiliate Hungary in the eyes of the rest of the 
world. The franc forgery, the Szentgotthard and Hir- 
tenberg incidents, and finally the Marseilles regicide, 
— all provided the Little Entente with excuses for 
playing the policeman of Central Europe and sub
mitting charges against Hungary to the League of 
Nations. Having taken away two-thirds of Hungary's 
territory and tbree-fifths of her population; having 
deprived her of every possibility of defence, they 
would fain filch her honour and self-esteem too, so 
that she should be forced into the Little Entente or 
into a "Danubian Confederation" which would have 
left her at the tender mercies o<f her neighbours. It 
will fall to the task of future historians to describe 
in detail the never-ceasing attacks against Hungary's 
existence and sovereignty as a State, to disclose their 
causal coherence, and to judge who was to blame for 
the fact that the political atmosphere in the Danube 
Valley, where prior to the War perfect order and 
peace prevailed, has become so Balkanised and so 
full of germs dangerous to the peace of Europe. We 
feel convinced that Hungary has no reason to fear 
the verdict of history; for what she is struggling to 
realise (namely, instead of tyranny, peace founded 
on mutual understanding; instead of club law, the 
rule of international right; instead of the present in
equality, equality among the nations; instead of 
chaos, peace and order in the Danube Valley) is in 
complete harmony with the ideals towards which 
human progress is advancing.

"Not only least of these ideals is that of the pro
tection of minorities. Hungary was dismembered on 
the pretext that previous to the Great War she had 
not behaved justly towards those of her nationals 
who were of non-Magyar race. But the experience of 
recent years must fully convince every unbiassed 
person that the nationality policy of the Succession 
States does not deserve to be mentioned in the same 
breath as Hungary's pre-War nationality policy. Yet the 
Succession States are bound by minority treaties the 
like of which pre-War Hungary never signed. The 
minority policy adopted by Prague, Bucharest and 
Belgrade has not only dragged tens of thousands of 
Magyars out of their homes and cast them into prison; 
it has also aggravated — and aggravated to an in
credible extent — the hard lot of the Croats, the 
Ruthenians, the Slovaks, the Poles of Silesia, the 
Bulgars of the Dobrudsa and Macedonia, the Saxons 
of Szepes and Transylvania, and the Germans of the 
Bacska and Banate. It has swept away the last vest
iges of the nationality autonomies existing under 
Hungarian rule, and, far from respecting the ob
ligations undertaken in the minority treaties, has not 
even attempted to settle the minority problems in a 
satisfactory manner. And this in spite of the fact that

the dominant races in the two Slav States, Czecho
slovakia and Yugoslavia, do not constitute even 
50%> of the respective populations. While Hungary has 
left no stone unturned to induce Geneva to extend 
minority protection, the States of the Little Entente 
have always formed the nucleus of the party striving 
to restrict the rights of the minorities. A new school in 
the history of nationality oppression has been 
founded by the Little Entente in the sense that, not 
content with the linguistic absorption of nationals of 
other races, it is doing its best to accomplish their 
economic ruin too. Before the War this was unknown 
even in the annals of Czarist Russia. The entire po
pulation of Transylvania and of the Voivoda, and, to 
an even greater extent, that of de-industrialised 
Slovakia, irrespective of nationality, is languishing 
in a state of economic ruin the like of which has not 
been seen since the Turks pillaged the country. But 
— and this is particularly well illustrated by the 
desperate straits to which the industrial districts of 
Czecho-Slovakia have been reduced — the govern
ments of the Succession States have not been able to 
ensure the economic prosperity of the population in 
the regions which constitute the centres of gravity 
of the new countries. They, too, are being punished 
for a system which has never kept geographic and 
economic considerations in view, but only crude po
litical interests. It was only the unbridled ambition 
of a policy of supremacy that created the Little 
Entente; and therefore its member States are not able 
to satisfy their economic needs. Since the beginning 
of 1932, when the Foreign Ministers of the three allied 
States elaborated the organisation regulations of the 
Little Entente, economic experts from the different 
countries have met quarterly at a joint conference; 
but beyond a few purely technical resolutions they 
have made no headway; nor can they, for the inter
ests of agrarian Rumania and Yugoslavia could far 
more easily be reconciled with the interests of Hun
gary than with those of an over-industrialised Czecho
slovakia. The policy of self-sufficiency, which by now 
has proved to be so disastrous, has primarily the 
Little Entente to thank for its resuscitation after the 
War. No small share of the responsibility for the 
terrible havoc wrought by the crisis in the eco
nomic life of all the nations, rests upon the short- 
sightel imperialism which did its best to increase to 
the utmost the isolating effects in the sphere of 
economy of the new political frontiers drawn after 
the thoughtless disruption of the Monarchy's perfect 
economic unity.

"The Little Entente has more than once been com
pared to Metternich's system. The Austrian Chancellor 
concentrated all his efforts on maintaining, at all costs, 
the status quo established after the Napoleonic wars; 
and now the Littele Entente considers that its chief 
task is to force the nations to maintain unaltered the 
status quo created by the peace edicts of Saint Ger
mains, Trianon and Neuilly. As Metternich tried to 
check the spread of the nationality movement begun 
under the influence of the French Revolution and of 
the romantics by erecting all sorts of barricades on 
the frontiers of the Hapsburg dominions, so the system 
represented by Benes would fain encircle the Trianon 
borders with a Chinese wall, and confine in dungeons 
the various nationalities in the Danube Valley who 
demand the application of Wilson's creed of self- 
determination. But whereas the Holy Alliance de
fended the status quo in the name of legitimacy and 
even in principle refused to concede the rights of the 
people, the Little Entente constantly professes to be 
the vanguard of Democracy; yet it maintains a typical 
reign of terror in order to crush any attempts on the
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part of its subjects to achieve liberty. The Holy 
Alliance was honest at least, whereas it is just the 
hypocrisy of the Little Entente that has made it so 
antipathetic to the oppressed peoples of the Danube

Valley. Besides, the Holy Alliance had the material 
welfare of its peoples at heart, while the Little Entente 
lightly ignores all economic considerations."

—y—

RENEWED EXPULSION OF HUNGARIANS FROM
YUGOSLAVIA

The expulsions en masse effected last December — 
which for the most part affected Hungarians — caused 
great consternation all over Europe. The universal 
indignation thus aroused impelled the Yugoslav Gov
ernment during the last few months to permit the bulk 
of the persons expelled to return to Yugoslavia and 
at the same time to prolong their permis de domicile. 
People in Belgrade would however seem to have re
gretted these measures; for on July 20th. 9 of the 
Hungarians who had been permitted to return were 
again deported (from Horgos), this number including 
a farmer of 78 who has a house and land in Yugo
slavia and an agricultural labourer whose four 
children were expelled with him. In illustration of 
the arbitrary procedure in such cases we would note 
that of the more than 3000 persons deported last

December 933 had failed to secure pertinenza and 
thereby to obtain Yugoslav citizenship notwithstanding 
their having lived since 1910 or even earlier in terri
tory severed from Hungary and annexed to Yugoslavia. 
In his speech delivered at the meeting of the officially 
appointed town council of Subotica (Szabadka) held 
on July 30th, a Serbian of the name of Milan Vujitch 
established as a general fact that "the non-Slav ap
plicants have so far in all cases been refused a li
mine". He referred to the case of Dezso Nagy, who 
had been living in the town for 28 years, though — 
having failed to obtain pertinenza in Subotica — he 
had not been given Yugoslav citizenship either. "Had 
he been living in China" — continued Vujitch — "he 
would certainly have already become a citizen of 
China".

COMMON FRONTIER BETWEEN HUNGARY AND POLAND
The monthly "Nasza Prysloscz” reports on the 

deliberations of the "Federation for the Promotion 
of the State-Idea of Poland”, when the necessity of a 
common Hungarian-Polish frontier was discussed. Edi
tor M. Bobrzynski, in his introductory speech, pointed 
out that every Pole was perfectly well aware of the im
portance attached to the fact of Ruthenia being in 
the possession of the Czechs. According to President 
Masaryk, this region is being considered something 
of a deposit, to be delivered on occasion to Russia 
and that is why Poland's interests demand the speedy 
restoration of Ruthenia to Hungary in order to pre

vent Poland being encircled in the South by Czecho- 
Russian policy. Therefore the bridge which the Czechs 
are about to erect between Prague and Moscow 
should be demolished by the iron-beam Warsaw— 
Budapest. The provisions of the Peace-Treaties are 
unjust in regard to the Hungarian problem, and 
Poland's public opinion may well stand up against 
them, the more so, as Poland has not ratified the 
Treaty of Trianon. The Slovaks should be accorded 
at least a territorial autonomy, while Ruthenia is to 
be reunited to Hungary.

—y—

YUGOSLAVIA AT THE PARTING OF THE WAYS
How living a reality the efforts of the Croats to 

achieve independence and their unshakable national 
consciouness are, has been shown by the mass demon
strations in Zagreb on July 19th, 20th and 21st. The 
occasion was Matchek's fiftieth birthday, and over
100.000 people from all the districts inhabited by 
Croats flocked to take part in the demonstrations. 
Everywhere the crowds in the streets sang songs of 
Croatia's isdependence and of Matchek’s "marching 
guards". Numerous associations, the municipal em
ployees, suburban organisations, delegations of the 
firemen's brigades and of the Croatian Sokol Society 
in uniform, joined in the demonstrations. Leaders of 
the Croatian peasantry, and even the invalid Dr. Trum- 
bitch, Yugoslavia's first Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
came to honour Matchek as the champion and uncom
promising apostle of Croatian liberty. During the three 
days' rejoicings the Croatian national colours were 
out on every house, for if any householder neglected 
to hoist that emblem of Croatia's stateship, the crowd 
did it for him, a proceeding which, here and there, 
led to minor incidents and disturbances. There was 
no rioting, however, for in the interests of the ultimate

aims of the Croatian people Matchek called upon the 
enthusiastic crowds to preserve discipline and order.

The Radical Party, which is now being reorga
nised, published a draft of its programme in the 
,,Politika" of July 30th. Besides many other important 
questions, the problem of the Voivodina, which from 
the beginning has always been neglected, has been 
omitted. The minority question too has been treated 
simply as non-existent, although the vital interests of
2,600,000 persons (18°/o of the total population) are 
at stake. This is of special importance because in the 
Skupstina the Stoyadinovitch Government will most 
probably rely upon the Radical Party, which is form
ing a union with the Korosec Slovene Peoples' Party 
and the Spaho Bosnian Mussulman Party.

The organisation of the Yugoslav Radical Union 
was followed, on August 23rd, by a partial Cabinet 
crisis. Two Croatian ministers, Dr. Liudevit Auer, 
Minister of Justice, and Dr. Nicolas Preka, Minister 
of Public Welfare and Hygiene, as well as M. Ignatius 
Stefanoviteh (Serb Democratic Party) Minister of 
Forests and Mines, handed in their resignations. The 
explanation given by them for this step, which took
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everybody by surprise, was that they did not approve 
of the Yugoslav Radical Union, In their opinion the 
unity of that organisation was only a seeming unity, 
for the three old Parties of which it was composed — 
the Serb Radical Party, the Korosec Slovene Peoples' 
Party and the Spaho Bosnian Mussulman Party — 
were to retain their separate organisations within the 
new organisation. That this explanation will not hold 
water is evident from a statement made by M. Stoya- 
dinovitch, Prime Minister ,according to which mem
bers of the Cabinet may keep their portfolios, even if 
they do not join the Yugoslav Radical Union. It is 
therefore probable that other, more far-reaching, inten
tions lurk in the background. Those responsible for the 
partial crisis presumably thought that their putch- 
like resignation would be as successful in bringing 
about the fall of Stoyadinovitch and all his ministers 
as had been the action against the Yeftitch Govern

ment in June. But in this they were mistaken, for the 
crisis has been tided over for the moment by the 
nomination of three new ministers to take over the 
vacant portfolios. It was necessary to guard against a 
general Cabinet crisis, lest the Little Entente Confer
ence to open in Bled on August 29th should have to 
be postponed again. The Cabinet crisis has been 
averted, but Yugoslavia's internal crisis has by no 
means blown over. The chief obstacle to a solution lies 
in M. Stoyadinovitch’s attitude, who clings to the 
fiction of national unity and would like to realise it 
with the aid of the present Parliament, which, however, 
is utterly incapable of solving peaceably the Croat 
and Serb conflict. Opposition circles think that the 
reconstructed Government will be short-lived anyhow, 
and that the Bled Conference will be followed by 
another Cabinet crisis.

—y—

THE CELEBRATION AT VARNA
On August 4th the mausoleum recently erected to 

the memory of Wladislas of the House of Jagello, 
King of Poland and Hungary, was opened by Boris III, 
King of Bulgaria. The mausoleum stands near the town 
of Varna, a Bulgarian port and watering-place beauti
fully situated on the Black Sea. Wladislas I of Hun
gary and III of Poland lost his young life on Novem
ber 10th 1444 at the battle of Varna, which was fought 
against Sultan Murat II by the Christian armies sent 
to help the Emperor of Bysantium, and led by Wla
dislas and the great Hungarian general, John Hunyadi. 
At the invitation of the Bulgarian Government, Hun
gary and Poland sent representative delegations 
composed of civilians and officers of high rank to be 
present at the opening ceremonies. After reviewing 
the troops and attending divine service, King Boris, 
using silver scissors, cut the ribbon barring the way 
to the mausoleum, and in a speech did homage on 
behalf of the Bulgarian nation to the memory of Wla
dislas and the soldiers of both countries who fell with 
him in battle. The significance of the celebrations was 
pointed out in the speeches made on behalf of the 
Polish Republic and its Government by M. Jedrzeje- 
wicz, Polish Minister of Education, and by M. Ma- 
tuska, Hungarian Minister in Sophia, who spoke on 
behalf of the Regent of Hungary and the Hungarian 
Government. Major-General Peneff, Staff Commander

of the Varna garrison, then gave a description of the 
battle of Varna, after which the King opened the door 
of the mausoleum with a silver key handed to him by 
Colonel Dimkoff. When he had performed this cere
mony, the King gave the key to General Careff, Bul
garian Minister of War, who too<k charge of it in the 
name &f the Bulgarian army. Then the gifts presented 
by the King, the Bulgarian Government, the Bulgarian, 
Polish and Hungarian armies, the municipality of Bu
dapest, stc., were placed in the mausoleum. A moving 
scene followed, when the official delegates, with King 
Boris at their head, betook themselves to Sultan 
Murat’s mound, and did homage to the memory of 
the Turks who fell in the battle. When the celebrations 
were over, a splendid banquet in honour of the foreign 
guests was served in the sea garden. Toasts were 
proposed by M. Tosheff, Bulgarian Prime Minister, 
M. Jedrzejwicz, Polish Minister of Education, and 
M. Matuska, Hungarian Minister. On the following day 
King Boris entertained the official delegates in his 
summer-palace at Euxinograd. There is no doubt that 
the celebrations at Varna have — if such a thing is 
possible — strengthened still more the traditional 
friendship binding the Bulgarian, Polish and Hungarian 
nations together.

—y—

R I T I E S L I V EH O W  M I N O
C Z E C H  O - S L O V A K I A

MAGYARS IGNORED AGAIN BY 
AUTHORITIES APPOINTING 
MEMBERS OF PROVINCIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE BODIES

In terms of the Administration Act of 1927, three- 
fourths of the members of the Provincial representa
tive bodies are nominated by Government "in accord
ance with cultural, social and nationality circum

stances". The provincial representative bodies were 
re-elected last May, and at the end of July Govern
ment nominated their so-called expert members. The 
same thing happened again as in 1929. In defiance of 
the unequivocal provisions of the law in question, the 
nationalities are not represented proportionally on the 
list of members appointed by Government. In Bohemia 
proper, for instance, only 10 of the 40 appointed 
members are Germans by race, although the Germans, 
by virtue of their numbers, would be entitled to 12 
places. As usual, however, it was the Magyars who 
received the worst treatment. Government appointed 
18 members in Slovakia and 6 in Ruthenia, but not 
one of them was a Magyar.
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SUPPRESSION OF HUNGARIAN 
LANGUAGE CONTINUED IN CAPITAL 

OF SLOVAKIA
George Kontsek, Hungarian National Party member 

of the Provincial Assembly in Slovakia, has telegraphed 
to President Masaryk asking for protection against 
the measures adopted by the authorities with a view 
to a further suppression of the Hungarian language in 
Pozsony (Bratislava). On the strength of the Census 
returns for 1930 the Hungarian inhabitants of Pozsony 
have been deprived of the right to use their mother- 
tongue in municipal administration, although the 
results of the parliamentary elections in 1935 clearly 
prove that 30°/o of the inhabitants are of Magyar 
nationality. The Hungarian names of streets have been 
removed. All inscriptions in Hungarian have long since 
disappeared from the municipal buildings; and Hun
garian has been banned even from traffic and public 
security notices.

SUPERFLUOUS CZECH SCHOOLS 
IN RUTHENIA

The Ruthenian autonomy guaranteed in Articles 
10— 13 of the Czecho-Slovak Minorities Treaty com
prises also autonomy in respect of educational matters 
in Ruthenia. As is well known, so far the Czecho
slovak Government has failed to carry into practice 
a single letter of the treaty. So far as educational 
matters are concerned, many complaints have been 
made on the Ruthenian side, particularly because in 
Ruthenia — although according to the Census only 
33,961 Czechs and Slovaks are living in this territory
— there are already some 160 Czech schools (quite 
superfluous) at work endeavouring to czechise the 
population. That these complaints are completely justi
fied, is admitted already by the Czech press too. In 
a leading article in its July 30th. issue the “Lidove 
Listy" — organ of the Czech People's Party — dealt 
with educational matters in Ruthenia and noted that 
the reason why the autonomy had not yet been carried 
into effect was that the Ruthenian educated classes 
were not strong enough, the intelligentsia being origin
ally ,,magyarone“ , so that it proved necessary to send 
Czech police and officials to Ruthenia and to organise 
Czech schools. The Czech schools had not been very 
enthusiastically welcomed by the Ruthenians, who re
garded them as a means of czechisation. By now
— so wrote the “Lidove Listy" — responsible govern
ment factors also admit that there is not much sense 
in establishing Czech schools in Ruthenia; and that is 
why Premier Malypetr declared to Governor Hrabar 
that no continuation would be made with the establish
ment of schools in a district where those schools were 
not wanted. The paper in question notes further that 
to maintain a large number of Czechs schools in 
Ruthenia is a very expensive and superfluous luxury 
involving a waste of public money.

This article of the Czech paper not only proves 
that there was absolutely no sense in the establishment 
in Ruthenia of so many Czech schools, but also shows 
that among the Ruthenians the “magyarone" spirit is 
still very much alive. By “magyarones" the Czechs 
and indeed the other Slavs too mean those who despite 
their foreign extraction have Hungarian feelings and 
are Magyars politically, though they may not be such 
ethnically.

HUNGARIAN PLAYERS WILL NOT 
BE ABLE TO ACT IN THE CAPITAL 
OF SLOVAKIA NEXT YEAR EITHER

It has already been reported that the Hungarian 
theatrical season in Pozsony (Bratislava) did not last 
longer than three days this year. In any case unfair 
arrangements do not permit of more than 37 Hungarian 
performances in a year, and this year building opera
tions were in progress just when it was the turn of the 
Hungarian players. According to newspaper reports 
there will probably be no Hungarian season next year 
either; for building operations are to be continued and 
will most likely interfere with the Hungarian per
formances.

—y—

K  U 31 A N I A

AGED HUNGARIAN REFORMED 
MINISTER ARRESTED AND MADE
TO W ALK NINETY KILOMETRES

The local gendarme sergeant, after paying a domi
ciliary visit to the house of Charles Feher, Reformed 
minister of the village of Erkoros (Ghereupa), in 
Szilagy County, arrested the same. The arrest was 
made on the ground that the sergeant had found an 
ancient Hungarian flag with an inventory number at
tached in a sealed parcel among the documents con
tained in the parish chest. The other objects confis
cated by the sergeant were the collected poems of 
the Hungarian poet Alexander Petofi and a few novels 
by Charles May. The minister thus placed under 
arrest — a man of 55 suffering from rheumatism and 
kidney trouble — was taken by the gendarmes on foot 
to Tasna, a distance of 90 kilometres. (,,Magyar Uj- 
sag", vol. III., No. 165, July 23rd,, 1935: ,,Nepujsag", 
Vol. IV., No. 193, July 18th., 1935).

SERIES OF DOMICILIARY VISITS 
TO CATHOLIC PARSONAGES 

IN s z il A g y  COUNTY

The gendarmerie has paid domiciliary visits to the 
parsonages in the villages of Mezocseny, Kalmand and 
Szaniszlo. In the village of Mezoterem the Catholic 
church has been searched; while at Kaplony the auth
orities have surrounded and searched the building 
belonging to the order of monks resident there. At 
Mezopetri a search was made for compromising docu
ments in the house of the school teacher. The domi
ciliary visits proved of no avail. All that the 
gendarmes succeeded in finding (at Kalmand) 
was a worn-out pack of cards (discovered at 
the parsonage), the parson being in consequence 
made to pay a fine of 2000 lei. ("Brassoi Lapok", Vol. 
XLI., No. 165, July 24th., 1935).
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CASES ILLUSTRATING 
APPLICATION OF PROVISIONS 

OF ARTICLE 8 OF MINORITIES 
TREATY

Article 8 of the Rumanian minorities treaty 
run as follows: „No restriction shall be imposed on the 
free use by any Rumanian national of any language 
in private intercourse, in commerce, in religion, in the 
press or in publications of any kind, or at public 
meetings.”

Text of notice published in the ,,Ellenzek” (Vol. 
LVI. No. 176, August 4th., 1935) by the Office of the 
Mayor of Kolozsvar: — ,,With reference to the Ordi
nances of the Minister of the Interior, the General 
Staff and the Postmaster-General, we beg to inform 
the public that: — 1. as from today printing and 
graphic institutes may not print any printed matter 
containing the names of places in any but the official 
language; 2. both the newspapers and the wrappers 
are required to employ only Rumanian place-names; 
3. letters will not be delivered unless the place-names 
and names of streets written thereon are given in 
Rumanian; 4. shop-signs and fixed or movable adver
tisements must all be written in unexceptionable Ru
manian; 5. persons committing any breach of these 
Ordinances will be punished as provided in the rele
vant legal provisions.”

In Temesvar Post-Office No. 9 refused to take a 
registered letter addressed to Arad, though the place- 
name and the name of the street were given in Ruma
nian, the ground given for the refusal being that the 
remaining part of the address was written in Hunga
rian. („Deli Hirlap” , Vol. XI., No. 171, August 4th., 
1935.)

In the town of Des, Capital of Szolnok-Doboka 
County, the police visited all craftsmen and tradesmen 
and summoned them to remove without delay from 
their shop-signs all Hungarian inscriptions, for other
wise they would be severely punished by order of the 
superior authorities. (,,Brassoi Lapok”, Vol. XLI., No. 
157, July 14th., 1935.)

In the town of Beszterce the ..Interim” Commission 
imposed the payment of eight times the town dues on 
all shop-signs containing a single German or Hungarian 
(Magyar) word. The finding of the court of appeal 
was to the effect that the 800%> dues could only be 
exacted in cases where there were more German or 
Hungarian words than there were Rumanian words, 
and that in other cases the dues were to remain only 
100%>. („Siebenbiirgisch Deutsches Tageblatt", Vol. 
XVII., No. 670, July 17th.)

In the town of Szatmar the ice-sellers have been 
summoned by the police to immediately remove from 
their carts all Hungarian inscriptions, it being per
mitted only to use Rumanian inscriptions. (,,Ujsag” , 
Vol. I., No. 103, July 17th., 1935.)

THE AUTHORITIES PERMIT 
PUBLICATION ONLY OF “ MIXED- 

LANGUAGE PAPERS"
The Nagyvarad (Oradea Mare) tenants (of apart

ments) applied to the military commander for per
mission to publish a weekly to be called ".Kozerdek” 
and to be written in Hungarian. The military com
mander — there being a state of siege in Nagyvarad 
— has declared that he is only willing to permit the

appearance of the paper if half of the same is written 
in Rumanian and only the other half in Hungarian. 
(„Keleti Ujsag”, Vol. XVIII., No. 150, July 6th., 1935.)

ANGELESCU’S LATEST ORDINANCE 
AGAINST DENOMINATIONAL 

SCHOOLS
The Minister of Education, Angelescu, has just 

issued an Ordinance under which no denominational 
elementary school is allowed to function unless it 
contains seven standards ( classesJ. This Ordinance is 
a formidable menace to the denominational elementary 
schools, particularly in Szeklerland, where large 
numbers of the village elementary schools have not 
seven standards for the simple reason that there are 
not pupils enough. The Ordinance allows parents to 
transfer their children from denominational to State 
schools, but precludes even the very possibility of 
doing the opposite. It imposes upon parents a strict 
obligation, in the event of their desiring to send their 
children to denominational elementary school, of re
porting their intention personally to the director of 
the State school. This provision, which runs counter 
to the Private Education Act, has for its object to 
discourage parents and thereby to further the ,,de
population” of denominational schools. That is also the 
object of the provision which declares that all pupils 
of denominational schools who have failed at two 
exams or who take no exams at all must be trans
ferred to State elementary schools. Now the pupils of 
denominational elementary schools not possessing the 
status of ,,public schools” are required to pass exams 
before boards of examiners from outside; the ratio 
of failures having so far been in consequence a very 
large one. The most serious part of the Ordinance is 
the concluding section, which stipulates that the 
number of pupils admitted to the lowest (first) 
standard of a denominational school may not exceed 
that of the pupils who have passed the highest 
standard and proceeded to a secondary school or who 
have passed their sixteenth year and so are no longer 
of schooling age. This means that in cases where 
there has so far not been a seventh standard, owing 
to their not having been any pupils, in the following 
year not a single pupil may be admitted to the first 
standard. („Keleti Ujsag", Vol. XVIII., No. 173, 
August 2nd., 1935).

100 TEACHERS RECENTLY 
APPOINTED AND SENT TO CSIK 

COUNTY: ONLY 9 BEING 
HUNGARIANS

Of the 145,000 inhabitants of Csik County 86°/o 
are Magyars. This is one of the counties comprised in 
the so-called ,,culture zone", where the State teachers 
engaged in the work of rumanisation enjoy consider
able benefits ensured them by law — e. g. extra 
allowances amounting to 50%> of their salaries. The 
list of the teachers appointed and transferred respect
ively for service in Csik County — almost 100 in 
number — published recently in the Official Gazette, 
contains only 9 Hungarian names. The teachers thus 
appointed and transferred respectively have been 
recruited almost exclusively from Old Rumania (the 
"Regat"), and do not know a word of Hungarian. 
These are the persons called upon to educate and 
deprive of their Hungarian nationality the Hungarian
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children forced to attend the State elementary 
schools. ("Keleti Ujsag", Vol, XVIII,, No. 162, July 
20th., 1935).

MINORITY SCHOOLS REFUSED 
SCHOOL SUBSIDIES

The Act of 1930 dealing with the organisation of 
education provides that 14%> of the budgets of the 
towns and parishes must be distributed proportionately 
between the various elementary schools functioning 
within the areas of the respective parishes. The 
Budget of the City of Kolozsvar (Cluj) amounts to 
101 million lei, the proportion of that amount due 
under the law to the minority elementary schools 
being 600,000 lei. Though the town council approved 
of the remittance of this amount for the budgetary 
years 1933/34 and 1934/35 respectively, the School 
Board refused to remit the same, on the plea that 
the minority schools functioning in Kolozsvar have 
already a legal claim for 1,200,000 lei against the town 
which they are unable to enforce. There is a similar 
state of things in Marosvasarhely too, where 800,000 
lei have been distributed in lieu of school grants being 
a charge on the 1935/36 Budget, though the Hungarian 
(Magyar) schools are not receiving a single bani, 
whereas under § 10 of the Minority Treaty they should 
be given a quota in proportion to their quota of 
population. ("Keleti Ujsag", Vol. XLI., No. 160, July 
18th., 1935.).

EMBARGO ON TWO HUNGARIAN 
NEWSPAPERS

The "Uj Magyar Szo", a daily published at Nagy- 
varad, has been placed under embargo for 10 days 
by the Nagyvarad Corps Commander. The leading 
article referred to as the ground for the prohibi
tion had appeared previously in one of the Arad 
papers. ("Brassoi Lapok", July 7th., 1935.) — The 
Censor also forbade the appearance for five days 
(from July 19th.) of the "Aradi Kozlony", a paper 
with a fifty years' past. According to the "Curentul", 
one of the leading Rumanian dailies, the ground for 
this prohibition was "irredentism". ("Aradi Kozlony", 
Vol. L., No. 159, July 24th., 1935.).

Y U G O S L A V I A

YUGOSLAV-RUMANIAN 
AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE 

ORTHODOX CHURCH
A Yugoslav-Rumanian agreement, the text of 

which has been published in the Rumanian official 
gazette, provides for the creation of a Serb diocese at 
Versec for the 55 Serb orthodox parishes in the 
Yugoslav part of the Banate, and a Rumanian one at 
Temesvar for the 41 Rumanian Orthodox parishes. 
Until a separate theological seminary has been founded 
for them, the Rumanian and Serb candidates for the 
priesthood in the Banate will be at liberty to study at 
the Rumanian and Serb Greek Oriental theological 
faculties in Rumania anl Yugoslavia respectively. And 
until the supply of priests required in the churches of 
the two religious minorities can be recruited from the 
ranks of seminarists belonging to the territory in 
question, the parishes are to be permitted to fill

vacancies with candidates of their own race who are 
citizens of the other State and who, as a special 
privilege, are to receive their naturalisation papers at 
once. In the Rumanian section of the Banate the 
official language of the Serb Church is to be Serbian, 
while in the Serb Section the official language of the 
Rumanian Church is to be Rumanian. The use of the 
official language of the State is not to be compulsory 
except in intercourse with the political authorities.

In the sphere of agrarian reform the Churches of 
the two religious minorities have been granted very 
valuable privileges from which the Churches of the 
other minorities have been completely excluded. By 
the provisions of the cultural agreement concluded 
between the two States on March 10-th, 1933, an epi
scopal home is, in any case, to be established at Te
mesvar for the accommodation of 50 students of Serb 
nationality attending the Temesvar Serb secondary 
school. At the same time a college is to be built at 
Versec (Vrsac, Yugoslavia) for secondary-school stu
dents of Rumanian nationality. To fill the gap left by 
the lack of a department for Serb girls in the Ruma
nian secondary schools, the Carmen Sylva Lyceum in 
Temesvar is to open a department with tuition in 
Serbian for girls, and the women teachers’ training 
college in Lugos is to open parallel Serb classes. The 
first class of the Serb department of the women 
teachers' training college in Temesvar was opened last 
year and was attended by 26 students. The second Serb 
parallel class will be opened now in September. From 
the beginning of the sext school-year there will be two 
classes with tuition in Rumanian in the Rumanian 
department of the Versec grammar-school.

This gradual extension of minority rights is cer
tainly a welcome sign. The trouble is that the rest of 
the minorities in the two States — particularly the 
Magyars — do not participate in them. It cannot be 
denied that this double standard and the discrimination 
applied are diametrically opposed to the principle of 
equality laid down in Article VII of the Minority 
Protection Treaty.

INEQUALITIES IN RESPECT OF 
PAYMENT OF PUBLIC IMPOSTS

In terms of the provisions of § 6 of the Secondary 
School Act of September 17th., 1929, the costs of 
building, maintaining in repair, equipment, lighting 
and heating of the State secondary schools devolve 
upon the local government bodies (towns and depart
ments, and since October 3rd., 1929, also the banates). 
In direct defiance of this provision — as reported by 
the "Obzor" in its July 17th. issue — two gymnasiums 
(grammar schools) are being built in Belgrade out 
of funds supplied from the State Budget (i. e. out of 
taxes paid by the whole country); whereas on the 
other hand the costs of building the new secondary 
school now under construction in the Capital of Croatia 
are to be borne by the Save Banate. In Belgrade — 
we are told by the "Obzor" — there is no banate 
super-tax or dues, whereas in the rest of the country 
these super-taxes and dues amount to 50—60% of the 
direct taxes. It is therefore easy to understand why 
the commercial and industrial undertakings transfer 
their chief establishments to Belgrade, where they 
have to pay taxes and dues disproportionately less 
in amount than those payable in the rest of the 
country.

Far more serious in its consequences is the in
equality in evidence in the distribution of tax charges 
as between the several parts of the country. A Serbian 
of the name of Dr. Slavko Shetzerov, a former Secre
tary of State in the Ministry of Finance, as far
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back as 1927 published a pamphlet in which he at
tacked the system of taxation and on the basis of 
exact data showed that the Vojvodina (the southern 
district of former Hungary annexed to Yugoslavia) 
was paying considerably more in taxes than Serbia 
and Montenegro combined: while at a meeting of the 
tax committee of the National Assembly held on 
November 29th., 1927, Dushan Letica, the present 
Minister of Finance who was then head of the tax 
department of the State, showed that the net revenue 
per cadastral yoke forming the basis for the assessment 
of the land taxes had been fixed as follows for the 
several provinces (departments): — Vojvodina (pre- 
War Southern Hungary), 660 dinars; Croatia and 
Slavonia, 165 dinars; Slovenia, 161 dinars; Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, 150 dinars; Old Serbia, 180 dinars; 
Macedonia, 150 dinars; Dalmatia, 40 dinars; and 
Montenegro, 20 dinars.

In illustration of the system of taxation which is 
so unequal and weighs particularly heavily oil the 
Magyar and German minorities the "Politika", a 
Belgrade daily, — in one of its July, 1928, issues, 
published a statement based upon official data showing 
that the tax charge per head of population is as 
follows: — in Vojvodina, 1836 dinars; in Dalmatia, 
454 dinars; in Serbia and Montenegro, 554 dinars; 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 694 dinars; in Croatia 
and Slavonia, 783 dinars; and in Slovenia, 1336

dinars. The above quota of 1846 dinars per head of 
population in Vojvodina did not however include the 
exceptionally heavy additional parish taxes (rates) 
imposed in the territory of that province, which, 
in particular in the villages inhabited by Magyars 
rose to 1000— 1600%, these charges being made more 
serious still by the provincial imposts and (since 
October 3rd., 1929) by the banate taxes and dues.

And that this system of taxation of so unequal 
a character having for its principal object the com
plete impoverishment of the Vojvodina and more 
especially of the once well-to-do Magyar and Ger
man inhabitants of that province, has not changed 
since, is shown by the speeches made during the meet
ings of the financial committee of the Skupstina held 
in July last. Dr. Mirko Koshitch, university professor 
and member of the National Assembly, showed on the 
basis of official data that the larger half of the land 
taxes amounting altogether to 650 million dinars, is 
exacted of the farmers of the Vojvodina — 220 million 
dinars under the head of original taxes and 120 
million dinars under the head of supplementary taxes 
("dopunski"), though the arable land of the Vojvodina 
represents barely one-tenth of the territory of the 
country under cultivation. Dr. Koshitch naturally 
forgot to add that the bulk of this disproportionate 
amount in taxes has to be paid by farmers belonging 
to the Hungarian (Magyar) and German minorities.

T H E A T R E  • L I T E R A T U R E  • A R T
HUNGARIAN FOLK PERFORMANCES 

IN LONDON

The study of folk-lore is in its heyday. The desire 
to know the particular traits of the various peoples is 
strong in the heart of every nation, and surely it was 
that desire which inspired the idea of getting the 
European civilized nations to sing their songs and 
dance their dances in London this summer. The repre
sentatives of the most characteristic forms of native 
art set out from eighteen European countries to meet 
there and give an exhibition of all that best character
ises the artistry of their people. The most interesting 
and original national traits found expression in the 
rhythm of their music and dances, in temperament, 
and in costumes. There was colour, primitive force, 
and some instinct for acting that sprang from the 
depths of their beings and carried them away with it. 
The people who were present have reason to feel 
grateful to those who arranged the performances, and 
gave them the chance to enjoy an unusual experience.

The vivid colour-schemes of the Hungarian peasant 
costumes, the proud dignity of the Hungarian race, 
its cheerfulness and good-humour, were conspicuous 
even in this great international competition. The 
Gyongydsbokreta ("Pearl Bouquet”) a company which 
has set itself the task of preserving and cultivating 
ancient Hungarian customs and forms of life, selected a 
group of peasants and sent them to London. All the 
districts in Hungary that count from the point of view 
of peasant art were — as far as possible — represented. 
What they had to offer, and the way they offered it, 
awoke great interest among the English spectators. 
When the procession in Hyde Park formed, the vivid 
vivacious Hungarian group was clearly conspicuous 
among the rest, as, headed by their enthusiastic con

ductor, Bela Paulini, they marched through thousands 
and thousands of admiring spectators. The important 
English newpapers, amongst others the "Daily Mail” 
and the "Daily Telegraph”, published articles about 
them and also photographs of the Hungarian march-by.

The scenes acted in the Albert Hall, though more 
particularly those played at the open-air performance 
in Regent's Park, called forth loud applause from 
audiences numbering ten thousand. It was the 
genuine, original Hungarian peasant who appeared 
before them — just his own native unembarassed self 
—, and perharps it was this very simplicity which, 
triumphing over artificiality and pretence, made the 
deepest impression on the audience. The Hungarian 
players were not simply singing and dancing spots of 
colour, but men and women who live and love and 
lead natural, spontaneous lives.

The week spent in London by the Gyongydsbokreta 
was eloquent proof that in the Danube Valley there is 
a nation which, though weighed down under the ter
rible disaster of having lost the greater part of its 
fatherland, has the will to live and shall live, thanks 
to the common human virtues which give it strength 
to right for a brighter future.

—y—

THE WRITS OF FRANCIS LISZT — 
CODIFIED BY THE HUNGARIAN 

PARLIAMENT

A few months hence the public will celebrate the 
jubilee of Francis Liszt. In course of this the civilized 
world will pay homage to the musical genius of the 
great Hungarian composer. The Liszt memorial year 
will begin on October 22-nd, 1935 and end on October 
22-nd, 1936; the first is the 125-th aniversary of Liszt's
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birth and also the fiftieth anniversary of his death.
On September 10-th, the Hungarian Broadcasting 

Company will announce the commencment of the Liszt 
festival. At the same time it will arrange a magnificent 
concert which will be relayed by the broadcasting 
stations of Europe. This concert will be conducted 
by Dr. Ernest de Dohnanyi. The programme will 
comprise the following items: ,,Tasso", a symphonic 
poem, ,.Death dance", „The three gipsies", ,,Lore- 
ley”, and the ..Fourteenth Rhapsody". On the same 
day, Sept. 10, the BBC will also give a Liszt concert.

On October 21-st a memorial tablet will be placed 
in the wall of the Redoute, the scene of Liszt's most 
successful appearances. On the next day, the birthday 
of the immortal master, a high mass will be celebrated 
by Cardinal Justinian Seredi, the Primate of Hungary, 
in King Matthias's coronation church. Liszt's ,,Corona
tion mass” will be performed in the presence of 
Nicholas Horthy, Regent of Hungary, the members of 
the Government of Parliament, and the Diplomatic Ser
vice. After the high mass a musical festival will be 
arranged by the Francis Liszt Academy of Music, which 
will be followed by the opening of the Liszt memorial 
exhibition.

In the evening there will be a musical festival in 
the Opera house comprising some of Liszt's works. 
From that day on, the Hungarian Broadcasting Com
pany will give Liszt concerts and lectures on Liszt; 
there will be one every week of the jubilee year, 
always on the same day and at the same hour. On Oct. 
21-st and 22-nd the foreign diplomats accredited in 
Hungary will lecture on Liszt in the radio.

During the jubilee year the Philharmonic So
ciety will perform one of Liszt’s works at each of its 
concerts and it will also give a special Liszt concert. 
The performance of Liszt's sacred works will be 
another item of great importance. The ,,Requiem", a 
work which is rarely heard, will be one of these; 
besides the monumental oratorios, and the master's 
works for the piano, orchestra, choir, and the organ, 
the songs of Liszt will also be one of the items of 
these programmes. There will also be popular Liszt 
concerts, performances for the youth, magnificent open 
air musical performances. Government will offer a 
prize for the young composers. There will be Liszt 
memorial coins as well as Liszt stamps, of course.

Immense interest is already shown from abroad. 
University choral unions from America have expressed 
their desire to take part in the Hungarian festivities, 
and a number of musical conductors from England 
have done the same. The Heroes' Day, the June 
Weeks, and St. Stephen's Week will be conducted in 
the spirit of the great composer; on the aniversary of 
his death, July 31-st, 1936, a magnificent commemo
ration service will take place. Those festivities will 
reach their highest point in October 1936. The 
organising committee is entertaining the idea of

arranging an international congress of music in Buda
pest next year, in the month of May. This congress 
will lay the foundations of the International 
Order of Musicians in the spirit of Francis Liszt.

—y—

IN SZEGED “ CAVALLERIA RUSTICANA“  
W AS CONDUCTED BY MASCAGNI 

IN PERSON
The Szeged oper air performances — a two-years- 

old institution — are over. They were followed with 
great interest by visitors from abroad, as well as by 
Hungarians. Last year the masterpiece of the great 
Hungarian poet-philosophes, Imre Madach ,,The Tra
gedy of Man" was staged. Many distinguished for
eigners, amongst others Dr. Kurt Schuschnigg, Aust
rian Chancellor, were in the audience. An impressive 
setting is afforded by the immense square enclosed by 
the Votive Cathedral and the University buildings, the 
monumental proportions of which are a lasting memo
rial to the genius oif the late Count Cuno Klebelsberg, 
Hungarian Minister of Education, who died suddenly 
a few years ago at the height of his creative power.

It would be impossible to find a frame more fit
ting for the open air performance of Mascagni’s 
”Cavalleria Rusticana” than this Neo-Romanesque 
Square. Mascagni, who conducted his masterpiece on 
August 10th and the two following days, spoke with 
enthusiasm of the beauty of the setting and the unique 
perfection of the acoustics, which makes the Square 
an ideal stage for open air performances. Those who 
were present at these performances left feeling that 
they were the richer by a memorable experience. The 
fascination of Mascagni’s personality, which informed 
the music and the acting with entirely new expressions 
and new colours — sweet lyric languor alternating 
with stormy gusts of passion and dramatic impetuosity 
— conjured unknown magic out of the well-known 
opera, and held the audience breathless, every nerve 
strained with attention. He was able to produce quite 
unexpected effects by the aid oif relatively limited 
means, an orchestra which though well-disciplined 
numbered only 70 and a chorus by no means large 
compared with the size of the Square. The throbbing 
drama of the opera took on new life and new brillance 
as a result of his interpretation. Success was assured 
from the very outset, and grew with the unfolding of 
the drama, till at last it ended in thunders of applause.

„ Cavalleria Rusticana” was on all three occasions 
followed by the best opera of the famous Hungarian 
composer Eugen Hubay, ’’The Fiddler of Cremona". 
On August 13th "Glaucos”, a poetic drama by Ercole 
Luigo Morselli, an Italian dramatist who died young, 
was performed on the water-stage in the Szeged 
swimming pool. "The Tragedy of Man” was played on 
the succeeding days. —y—

P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y
A U S T R I A

STRUGGLE AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT

On July 1st there was put into force the Federal 
Law in terms of which all industrial groups which 
employed 20°/o more workers in the first half of 1935 
than in the previous year, may be granted subsidies not 
exceeding 50°/o of the amount of unemployment doles 
thus saved. — At the end of July the number of

workers receiving doles was 220,600 — i. e. 36,800, 
80,200 and 45,800 fewer respectively than at the same 
period of 1934, 1933 and 1932 respectively.

B U L G A R I A
BANK RATE LOWERED

The Bulgarian National Bank has lowered its 
discount rate from 7 to 6%> and the rate of interest 
on loans on securities from 8 to 7°/o, the measure tak-
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ing effect as from August 15th. The banking companies 
are also lowering their rates of interest on deposits 
accordingly.

FAILURE OF COMMERCIAL 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH RUSSIA

The commercial negotiations between Bulgaria and 
Russia carried on in Sofia were broken off in the 
middle of August and indefinitely suspended. Accord
ing to Bulgarian reports the Russian Government insisted 
on the acceptance en bloc of its proposals, to which Bul
garia was unable to agree owing to the import and 
foreign exchanges regulations in force. Russia further 
demanded that the goods trade between the two 
countries should be carried on exclusively on a com
pensation basis, to be invoiced in levas, whereas Bul
garia was prepared to agree to only 75°/o of the trade 
being effected by way of compensation.

C Z E C H  O-  S h  O VA K I A

FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATION 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The Czecho-Slovak Government hides the diffi
culties of the situation from strangers, and by means 
of artificial credit manipulations, throws a veil of 
obscurity over the catastrophic decay in public finan
ces before domestic public opinion, to preserve the 
confidence of which is of primary importance, if the 
Treasury Notes issued every now and then are to be 
negotiated. But it is not difficult to reconstruct the 
true face of things in the light of official reports and 
statistics.

The Minister of Finance is on the look-out for 
new sources of income from taxation, for the sums 
paid in do not nearly approach the Budget Estimates. 
The receipts for the six months ending in July are 
990 million Czech crowns short of the Estimates. To 
understand the great significance of this it is ne
cessary to know that the deficiency for the same 
period in 1934 was only 351 millions. The capacity 
of the population to pay is roughly 25%> below the 
Budget Estimates — a divergence hitherto unparalleled 
even in the most difficult years of the economic crisis. 
The budgetary deficit for 1935 may thus be estimated 
at 2000 million Czech crowns, to which must be added 
the loss on operations of the Czecho-Slovak state 
railways.

There is no chance of improvement setting in so 
long as foreign countries refuse to open their frontiers 
to Czecho-Slovak exports. Unless free trade is re
established, in the present political situation finan
cial and economic conditions must deteriorate with 
increasing rapidity; ifor the cost of maintaining the 
army and of a continual increase of armaments, in
volves charges far in excess of what the population 
is able to meet. That such is the case may be proved 
by comparing the industrial output index for the first 
five months of 1935 with that for the same period
of last year.

Industrial production index for the first
months of 1934 and 1935.

1934 1935
I 61.7 67.4 +5.7
II 63.9 67.7 +3.8
III 69.3 67.7 —1.6
IV 73.1 69.0 —4.1
V 74.0 71.2 —2.8

With an almost unvarying average the last months 
show a steady decline in production. Wages have 
declined and consumption decreased, while the num
ber of unemployed is almost the same as it was 
— 569,450 at the end of July 1934, 566,522 on the 
same date in 1935. There is no possibility of increas
ing receipts; for in spite of the fact that a monthly 
super-tax has been imposed on income taxes, by the 
end of May the revenue from that source had fallen 
from 403 to 386 millions, while the turn-over tax 
yielded only 774, as compared with 814 millions last 
year. In June takings were 51.4°/» behind the Budget 
Estimates.

Impoverishment is also reflected in the official 
statistics of the consumption of butcher's-meat, lard 
and flour. The consumption of butcher’s-meat and 
animal fats (not including milk and dairy produce) 
in various countries is shown in the following table:

Consumption of butcher's-meat and animal fats 
in 1934:

Czecho-Slovakia 
Germany 
Great Britain 
United States

33.9 kilogrammes per head
54.0
60.0 
62.0

ff ff tl
ff If If
ff ff ff

The following figures are given to enable out' 
readers to compare the amount of butcher's-meat and 
animal fats consumed in the various Czecho-Slovak 
provinces. They serve as an illustration of the dis
proportion in the standard of life in the several 
provinces:

Consumption of butcher's-meat and animal fats 
in Czecho-Slovakia in 1934:

Bohemia
Moravia-Silesia
Slovakia
Ruthenia

40.5 kilogrammes per head
37.8
16.7

ff ff ff
ff ff ff

8.4 f f f f f I
Average for the whole Republic 33.9 kilogrammes.
These figures are even more striking when we 

consider that the quota per head in Bohemia and 
Moravia is 4 kgs. more than it was last year, while 
in Slovakia it is only 0.02 kgs. more and in Ruthenia 
0.6 kgs. less.

A comparison of these figures with the official 
statistics of the taxes paid in the various provinces, 
will disclose how far the unsparing methods of tax
collecting employed in the territories wrested from 
Hungary are responsible for the above results. A 
general view of the situation in the whole country 
has been given above. Retrogression is noticeable 
everywhere, It was only in Slovakia and Ruthenia that 
the revenues from taxation exceeded the Budget 
Estimates, — according to official statistics by 39.3°/». 
The statistics of the consumption of butcher's-meat 
are a convincing proof that the inhabitants of Slovakia 
and Ruthenia must take the very bread from their 
mouths to pay what the Czech Moloch has forced them 
to contribute to State expenditure.

Under the pressure of public opinion even the 
confidential agents of the Government in Slovakia 
have been forced to point out the intolerable nature 
of conditions. At a meeting of the Czecho-Slovak 
Manufacturers' Union held a few weeks ago Cornelius 
Sztodola, Czecho-Slovak Agrarian Party Senator and 
President of the Pozsony (Bratislava) Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce and of the Slovakia Manu
facturers’ Union, said: — "Slovak economic policy has 
been fighting nameless powers and aims. It is still 
very difficult to speak about the economic conditions 
in Slovakia, for her foes are still nameless. Zolyom, 
Losonc, Liptoszentmiklos, indeed whole districts of the 
counties of Szepes and Gomor, have been proletarised."

—y—
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CZECHO-SLOVAK BUDGET SHOWS INLAND 
REVENUE SHORTAGE OF 839.4 MILLION 

CZECH CROWNS FOR FIRST 
HALF OF YEAR

Compared with those for the same period of last 
year, this June's taxation statistics show the same 
declining tendency as was in evidence in May. The 
decline is striking; for the sum total accruing from 
taxation in June does not amount to 51.4% of the 
Estimates. Taking the various kinds of revenue se
parately the Budget shortage amounts to 228.6% under 
the head of turn-over taxes, 22.7% under that of 
customs, 24.4% undar that of dues, 24.8% under that of 
monopoly receipts, and 8.3% under that of excise 
duties. Tobacco regie receipts have fallen by 6.8%. 
In the first six months of the year taxation returns 
were 829.4 million Czech crowns short of the Budget 
Estimates. The budgetary balance is not likely to be 
restored this year.

TREASURY NOTES NOT ACCEPTABLE 
AS CUSTOMS SECURITY

The Czecho-Slovak Minister of Finance has issued 
a strange decree forbidding the Czecho-Slovak customs 
officials to accept Treasury Notes in lieu of customs 
security. It would be interesting to know why.

y

SLOVAKIA’S ECONOMIC POSITION 
IS CONSTANTLY DETERIORATING

According to reports of 73 Labour-Agencies sub
mitted to the Slovak National Labour Office, at the 
end of May there were 93,175 unemployed as against 
83,793 in 1934. However these data are not even 
complete, seeing that the records of one of the Labour- 
Agencies have not yet come in. It is interesting to 
note that, while in Bohemia proper and in Moravia- 
Silesia unemployment has somewhat decreased, in 
Slovakia the situation shows a further deterioration 
in consequence of the one-sided economic policy of 
the Prague Government favouring Czech interests.

99 99
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FRANK AVOWAL BY CZECHS OF 
DESPERATE ECONOMIC POSITION 

OF RUTHENIA

The evening edition of the "Lidove Listy" — a 
press-organ closely connected with the Czecho-Slovak 
Minister of Labour, Mr. Dostalek — recently published 
an article on Ruthenia entitled "Ruthenia's Economic 
Position Must Be Assured Immediately". It discusses 
the situation prevailing at present in that region, 
which was severed from Hungary and has for 16 years 
been in vain demanding the autonomy assured it by 
the Minority-Treaty of St. Germain; and we find in 
the article the following interesting statements con
cerning the desperate economic position of that 
province:

, "The unsatisfactory carrying into effect of the 
land-reform did more harm than good. So, for 
instance, the huge landed estate of Count Schonborn 
was duly expropriated and parcelled out but this was 
done in a most unfortunate manner. The land was 
not distributed — as might have been expected — 
among the poor Ruthenian labourers or the inhabitants 
of Verchovina, but the biggest part of the estate,

about 150.000 cadastral yokes, was exempted and, 
with the help of 30 millions' foreign capital, the "La- 
torica Economic and Industrial Co. Ltd." was 
established in Munkacs. Now, after 10 years, the 
results of this enterprise are exceedingly poor: Count 
Schonborn has lost very nearly all he possessed, while 
the "Latorica Co. Ltd." will have to wind up in the 
near future. It is said that the Company is endeavour
ing to make the State responsible for all its liabilities.

"All those who live in Ruthenia, can see and 
experience for themselves that things are going wrong. 
We hear and see this day after day; yet the public 
authorities refuse to admit it. We have not the 
courage — not in Munkacs, nor in Ungvar, not yet in 
Prague — to tell each-other once for all, openly the 
bitter truth, namely that Ruthenia has indeed suffered 
economic wrongs as part of the Czech Republic, No 
doubt this is a painful statement; but nevertheless it 
is true. And now, at last, we ought to act accordingly. 
It is most unpleasant to hear the people complaining 
continually, saying that under the rule of the pre-war 
Monarchy there was always work for everybody. Or 
when you hear people saying: "Ah, yes: of old we 
poor Verchovian labourers from the districts of Nagy- 
berezna, Szolyva, Okormezo and Raho used to leave 
as early as February or March for the Hungarian 
Lowlands, where we worked all the summer and, an 
returning, were able to live in peace all through the 
winter out of our savings . . In Ruthenia people have 
always been poor, but not so miserable as they are 
to-day. And because we have failed to relieve all this 
misery and eliminate economic despair, we cannot 
wonder that this economic misery, whenever occasion 
arises, should manifest itself in political famine and 
despair, as happened before and has happened again 
now at the recent parliamentary election, The 100 per 
cent increase of communism is a terrible proof 
thereof". —y—

H U N G A R Y

NATIONAL BANK LOWERS BANK- 
RATE FROM 4V«% TO 4°/o

At a meeting held on August 29th the Board of 
Directors of the National Bank of Hungary decided 
to lower the rate of discount as from August 29th 
from 47,% to 4%, as also to reduce the rate of interest 
on advances on State seurities from 5% to 41/2%. In 
taking this decision the Board of Directors was guided 
by the development of the foreign exchanges and 
credit situation and by consideration for the interests 
attaching to a reduction of the charges incidental to 
the supply of credit ultimately contributing to the 
furtherance of economic activity.

After the outbreak of the crisis the bank rate was 
stabilised for a considerable period at 5.5%, standing 
at this level in the summer of 1931, at the time of the 
bank closure, when the bank of issue was compelled 
in consequence to raise the rate to 7%— i. e. by l 1/ */». 
A further advance of 2°/o followed in August, when 
the bank rate reached irs high level point of 9°/o. In 
September the rate was lowered by 1%; and before 
long there was a further reduction of the rate, so that 
by January, 1932, it stood again at the level of 7%. 
In April, 1932, the rate was again lowered by 1% 
standing then at 6%. After the formation of the 
Gombos Cabinet, on October 28th, the National Bank 
reduced the bank-rate to 4.5°/o. This rate has been in 
force ever since, being changed a few days ago by the 
decision of the Board of Directors referred to above.
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EXCESS OF EXPORTS OF 16 MILLION PENG6 
IN FIST FIVE MONTHS OF THE YEAR
Hungary's Foreign Trade Balance for the month 

of May showed an excess of exports of 0.7 million 
Pengo, as against a deficit of 1.9 millions in May, 
1934. The value of imports was 31.1 million Pengo 
(as against 28.5 millions in May, 1934), while ex
ports amounted to 31.8 millions (26.6 millions in 
May, 1934.).

In the first five months of 1935 the value of im
ported goods was 146.7 (132.7), the value of exports 
being 162.7 (153.9), million Pengo. For the period 
from January to the end of May 1934, our Foreign 
Trade Balance showed an excess of exports of 21 2 
million Pengo, as against 16 millions in the same 
period of the current year.

As compared with the same period of the pre
vious year, in the month of May there was a great 
increase in maize, raw tobacco, skins and cotton-wool 
imports, whereas the imports of raw mineral oils, 
timber and firewood showed a marked decrease. The 
exports of lard, bacon, pigs, malt and eattle in
creased, while there was a noteworthy decrease 
in the exports of flour, eggs and feathers.

99  99— y —

UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS

According to a statement issued by the Employers' 
Central Bureau, there are at present 145,700 workers 
in employment. In 1925, at the height of the conjunc
ture, 156,700 labourers were working. As compared 
with the situation prevailing in the spring of 1935, the 
building industry was employing only 20.6°/o of the 
total number of workers, the milling industry of the 
Capital roughly 40%, the leather industry 43.8%, the 
brick factories and mining undertakings roughlv 75%, 
and- the iron and metal industries 77%, while the 
number of workers emploved in the glass industry had 
risen by 90% and that of the labourers emploved in 
the textile industries by 56%. There was an advance 
in the chemical and graphic industries too.

INCREASE OF LAND PRICES

According to the economic report of the Hun
garian Commercial Bank of Budapest, in the Budget- 
year 1935/36, more than 100 million Pengo from 
various sources will be available for investments, 
which will no doubt animate the economic life of the 
country. Economic activity will likewise be stimulated 
by the 14—-18 million pengo which, as a result of the 
re-valuation of the insurance bonds in crowns, have 
partly been paid already to the persons entitled 
thereto, while the remaining amount will be paid in 
the course of this year.

The report mentions that land prices, which for 
years have suffered a continuous fall, recently showed 
a tendency to rise, from which fact an improvement of 
the general agricultural situation may be inferred. 
This improvement is a consequence of the fall of the 
interest-charges imposed on agriculture, and the rise 
of the agricultural price-standard. Owing to the effect 
of the latter factor the agricultural exports assumed a 
most favourable turn — in spite of the fact that the 
harvest of last year was only a medium average one. 
The agricultural exports of the first ten months of 
the economic year 1934/35 almost equalled in value 
those of the same period of last year, though in 
quantity they were 28% less.

—y—

DECREASE OF WOOD IMPORTS

Wood-imports constitute the biggest passive item 
of the Hungarian commercial balance, a natural conse
quence of the fact that the mutilation of the country 
deprived her of the bulk of her forests. It is not 
without significance, therefore, if we can decrease the 
amount of these compulsory imports.

According to the data of the Central Statistical 
Bureau, the volume of the wood and charcoal imports 
in the first 5 months of this year amounted to 24,270 
wagon-loads, their value to 11.7 million pengos. This 
shows a decrease of 5000 wagon-loads representing a 
value of 1.5 million pengo as compared with the 
imports for the same period of last year. The decrease 
in quantity is 17.1%, and 17.4% in value.

—y—

BUILDING HAS BEGUN TO FLOURISH

According to the recently published statistical 
reports, the increase of dwellings in Hungary in 1934 
amounted to 12.263; of this number 3972 were built in 
the Trans-Danubian district, 6629 in the Alfold, 1662 
in the Northern Downs and 772 in Budapest. The num
ber of living rooms shows an increase of 23,930. When 
we consider that the number of houses demolished in 
1934 was only 1921, we may establish that building 
and construction is showing a favourable development 
throughout the country.

—y—

JR  U M A N I A

RUMANIA’S TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS IS 
144.000 MILLION LEI

The ..Universal" publishes an official statement 
which sets forth the total sum of Rumania's indeb
tedness — foreign and domestic. Roumania's foreign 
debts on April 1st valued in lei according to the 
official rate of foreign currencies, were 80.400 million 
lei. This sum, however, does not include Rumania's 
war debts, the amortization of which was suspended 
by the Hoover moratorium. The war debts — 32.500 
million lei — added to the rest of Rumania's foreign 
debts, make a round sum of 112.000 million lei, and 
if we add the 1.500 millions which Rumania owes 
for various consignments of foreign purchase, then Ru
mania's foreign indebtedness may be estimated at
113.500 million lei. Her domestic debts in comparison 
are trifling — 19.000 millions for State contracts and
11.500 millions to cover items in the Budget unpro
vided for, so that all in all. then. Roumania owes 
her domestic creditors 30.500 million lei. The sttm 
total of Rumania's indebtedness is thus 144.000 
million lei In other words, every Rumanian citizen 
is born with a debt of 800 lei on his head.

y

STATISTICS RELATING TO BANKRUPTCIES 
IN RUMANIA IN 1934.

The number of bankruptcies filed in Rumania 
during 1934 was 421, the creditors losing 92.80% of 
their claims. 78.6% of the bankruptcies were filed in 
the territory of Rumania proper. Within the last 6 
years creditors have lost 3 milliard Lei, During this 
period no fewer than 1220 industrial and commercial 
enterprises have gone bankrupt. —"y"
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INFERIOR QUALITY OF RUMANIAN GRAIN

Siseti Jonescu, former Minister of Agriculture, 
writing in the "Universal” about the research work 
done in the Rumanian Agricultural Institute said that,
1. Rumanian wheat was inferior in quality to American 
v/heat; 2. the yield per acre was less than in any 
other country; 3. in consequence of various abuses, 
and a lack of expert knowledge, the standard seed- 
grain distributed by the Chambers of Agriculture in 
different parts of the country only hindered the possi
bility of producing wheat of a suitable quality.

y

* CIVIL SERVANTS IN MARAMAROS 
COUNTY FIVE MONTHS WITHOUT SALARIES

For the past five months the civil servants in 
Maramaros County have received no salaries, owing to 
the county emoluments not having been remitted by the 
Government. The civil servants have held a conference, 
at which they decided to submit a petition to the 
King begging for measures to be taken to provide for 
the remittance of their emoluments. ("Szamos", Vol. 
LXVII., No. 163, July 23rd., 19351.

EFFECT OF APPLICATION OF LAW  
OF CONVERSION ON HUNGARIAN BANKS 

IN TRANSYLVANIA
The majority of the Hungarian Banks in Ru

mania have not yet published their balance-sheets for 
the preceding business-year; but even the data of the 
accounts published hitherto suffice to give an idea 
of the changed position of the Banks resulting on the 
Law of Conversion, Two new items had to be added 
in the balance-sheets — "Liabilities of debtors 
enjoying the facilities of the Law on Conversion" and 
"Total losses caused by the application of the Law 
of Conversion". Under the first head the reduced 
sums remaining after the deduction, are entered in the 
balance-sheets.

The app lica tion  o f the Law o f C onversion  has 
a ffected  m ost seriously  the H ungarian Banks in the 
region  o f Transylvania inhabited b y  "S zek lers” , the 
so -ca lled  "S zek ler-L an d ". Thus 21/, m illions outstand
ing debts o f the D itro  Savingsbank C o. Ltd., are

en joy in g  the facilities granted by the Law o f C on 
version, as w ell as the w hole  am ount o f the outstand
ing debts or 21I2 m illions o f the G yergyoa lfa lu  
Savingsbank C o. Ltd. 12 m illion  lei out o f 13 m illions 
outstanding debts o f  the G yergyo  F irst Savingsbank 
C o. Ltd., 21 m illions out o f 25 m illions outstanding 
debts o f the H arom szek  Savingsbank C o. Ltd and 12 
m illions out o f 18 m illions outstanding debts o f the 
K ezd ivasarhely  Savingsbank C o. Ltd. equ a lly  benefit 
by the above facilities.

The K o lozsva r A grarian - and Savingsbank too  has 
sustained im portant losses in consequence o f the 
Law o f C onversion : out o f the outstanding debts of 
the institute, am ounting to 110.267,483 lei, the sum of 
35.683,391 lei is under conversion . The net loss o f the 
Bank due to the app lication  of the Law o f C onversion, 
amounts to 19 m illion  lei.

Y  U G O S  L  A V I A

TRADE BALANCE FOR FIRST 
HALF OF 1935

In the first half of 1935 Yugoslavia's exports 
amounted to 159 million tons and represented a value 
of 1775 million dinars, —• as against a value of 1590 
million dinars and a volume of 1.56 million tons for 
the corresponding period of the previous year. The 
volume of imports advanced from 430,000 tons in the 
previous year to 441,000 tons, though the value showed 
a decline from 1750 to 1746 dinars. According to the 
above, the trade balance shows a surplus of 29 million 
dinars, as against a deficit of 160 million dinars for 
the previous year. The quotas of the various countries 
in the imports were as follows: — Germany, 15,16°/o; 
Italy, 12.61%; Czecho-Slovakia, 12.16%; and Austria 
12.14%. The quotas of exports were as follows: — 
Italy, 20.5%; Germany 16.88%; and Austria, 14.49%,

NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED

The Central Management of the Labour Exchange 
has published data showing that on August 1st. there 
were 11,902 unemployed — as against 10,156 the year 
previously.

_______ S P O R T S

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY GAMES
This year the Sixth International University 

Games were held in Budapest. After lengthy pre
parations the athletic circles of the Budapest uni
versity stood ready to throw open the newly 
rebuilt university stadion to competitors from all 
quarters of the globe. Their efforts were not in 
vain, for all the world over great interest was 
manifested in the meeting. Twenty-nine countries 
sent representatives from their universities to the 
Capital of Hungary, to pit their strength and skill 
against one another. The foreign competitors, their 
leaders, and the large crowds of interested specta

tors were made warmly welcome to Budapest, not 
only by Hungarian university sporting circles, but 
also by the whole Hungarian nation. The University 
Games in Budapest were an event of great impor
tance in a wider sence than that of sport alone, for 
it gave the younger generations of the various 
nations a chance to know one other, and make 
friends through the medium of games.

Although the newpapers published full re
ports of the results at the time, we think it 
necessary, for completeness' sake, to sum them 
up again here.
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Athletics.
100 m. Flat Race:

1. Sir (Hungary) 10.8 sec,
2. Suziki (Japan) 10.8 sec.
3. Scarr (England) 10,8 sec.

200 m. Flat Race:
1. Sir (Hungary) 21.6 sec.
2. Holmes (England) 21.8 sec.
3. Suziki (Japan) 21.9 sec.

400 m. Flat Race:
1. Boisset (France) 48.9 sec.
2. Rinner (Austria) 49.1 sec.
3. Rossler (Germany) 49.7 sec. 

110 m. Hurdles:
1. Wegner (Germany) 14.7 sec,
2. Kovacs (Hungaryj 15.0 sec.
3. Murakami (Japan) 15.3 sec,

400 m. Hurdles:
1. Kovacs (Hungary) 53.2 sec.
2. Wegner (Germany) 53.5 sec.
3. Nottbrock (Germany) 55,7 sec. 

800 m. Flat Race:
1. Stothard (England) 1:56.0
2. Pochat (Germany) 1:56.5
3. Faure (France) 1:56.6 

1500 m. Flat Race:
1. Lovelock (New-Zealand) 4:00.0
2. Igloi (Hungary) 4:03.8
3. Ratonyi (Hungary) 4:05.2 

500 m. Flat Race:
1. Ward (England) 15:22.6
2. Tanaka (Japan) 15:24,4
3. Csaplar (Hungary) 15:26.0 

4X700 m. Relay Race:
1. Hungary 41.6 sec.
2. Germany 42,1 sec.
3. England 42.5 sec.

4X400 m. Relay Race:
1. France 3:17.4
2. Germany 3:17.6
3. Hungary 3:22.4 

Olympic Relay Race:
1. England 3:31.2
2. Germany 3:32.2
3. Czechoslovakia 3:33.8 

Long Jump:
1. Tajima (Japan) 752 cm.
2. Long (Germany) 739 cm.
3. Harada (Japan) 737 cm.

High Jump:
1. Asakuma (Japan) 194 cm.
2. Weinkotz (Germany) 194 cm.
3. Tanaka (Japan) 194 cm.

Pole Vault:
1. Nishida (Japan) 430 cm.
2. Oe (Japan) 410 cm,
3. Hartmann (Germany) 400 cm. 

Weight Putting:
1. Wiiding (Estland) 15.38 m.
2. Horvath (Hungary) 14.58 m.
3. Stock (Germany) 14.44 m.

Discus:
1. Sievert (Germany) 46.47 m.
2. Hilbrecht (Germany) 46.37 m.
3. Jozsa (Hungary) 45.99 m.

Javelin:
1. Stock (Germany) 67.80 m.
2. Lokajski (Poland) 65.25 m.
Sula (Estland) 64.96 m.

Pentathlon:
1. Stock (Germany) 3669 p.
2. Lokaiski (Poland) 3396 p.
3. Muller (Germany) 3332 p.

100 m. Women's Flat Race:
1. Walasiewicz (Poland) 12.0 sec.
2. Saunders (England) 12.7 sec.
3. Hellener (Germany) 12.7 sec. 

400 m. Women’s Flat Race:
1. Walasiewicz (Poland) 57.6 sec.
2. Swiderska (Poland) 62.0 sec.
3. Erfin (Germany) 62,0 sec.

80 m. Women’s Hurdles:
1. Whitehead (England) 12.6 sec.
2. Dempe (Germany) 12.9 sec.
3. Vertesi (Hungary) 13.0 sec.

4X700 m. Women's Relay Race:
1. Germany 50 sec.
2. England 50.7 sec.
3. Poland 51.5 sec.

Women's Long Jump:
1. Walasiewicz (Poland) 573 cm.
2. Goppner (Germany) 567 cm.
3. Mauermeyer (Germany) 546 cm.

Women’s High Jump:
1. Mauermeyer (Germany) 150 cm.
2. Novak (Austria) 145 cm.
3. Galaitis (Lettland) 140 cm.

Women’s Javelin:
1. Pekarova (Czecoslovakia) 38.19 m.
2. Goldmann (Germany) 36.64 m.
3. Mathis (Germany) 34.10 m.

Women's Discus:
1. Mauermeyer (Germany) 44.93 m.
2. Czejzikova (Poland) 35.47 m.
3. Walasiewicz (Poland) 34.81 m.

Swimming.
700 m. Free Style:

1. Csik (Hungary) 59.4 sec.
2. Hietanen (Finnland) 1:02.2
3. Abay-Nemes (Hungary) 1:02.6 

400 m. Free Style:
1. Lengyel (Hungary) 5:02,2
2. Grot (Hungary) 5:03.6
3. Hietanen (Finnland) 5:15.0 

7500 m. Free Style:
1. Lengyel (Hungary) 20:53.6
2. Bader (Austria) 21:55.4
3. Cavallero (France) 22:00.4 

200 m. Breast-Stroke:
1. Schulz (Germany) 2:55,6
2. Wiegmann (Germany) 3:00.0
3. Kohler (Germany) 3:00.2 

100 m. Back-Stroke:
1. Besford (England) 1:11.8
2. Bitskey (Hungary) 1:13.2
3. Gombos (Hungary) 1:13.8 

4X200 m. Relay:
1. Hungary 9:28.8
2. Germany 9:48.0
3. England 10:08.2 

3X700 m. Mixed Relay:
1. Hungary 3:34.8
2. Germany 3:41.8
3. England 3:48.6

Diving:
1. Viebahn (Germany) 141.47 p.
2. Niemalainen (Finnland) 140.53 p,
3. H6dy (Hungary) 136.37 p.

High Diving:
1. Viebahn (Germany) 110.82 p.
2. Niemalainen (Finnland) 109.38 p.
3. Hidveghy (Magyarorszag) 106.06 p.

700 m. Women's Free Style:
1. Yates (England) 1:22.8
2. Schramm (Germany) 1:23.4
3. Crocker (England) 1:26.8 

700 m. Women’s Breast-Stroke:
1. Spaun (Austria) and Mathes (Germany) 1:35.2
3. Szasz (Hungary) T.36.8 

700 m. Women’s Back-Stroke:
1. Heterington (England) 1:32.0
2. Spence (England) 1:32.2
3. T6th (Hungary) 1:32.6 

3X700 m. Women’s Relay:
1. Hungary 4:32.8
2. England 4:33.2
3. Germany 4:38.4 

Water Polo:
1. Hungary 6 p.
2. Czecho-Slovakia 4 p.
3. Germany 2 p.
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Detailed Results:

Hungary—Germany 7:0 
Hungary—Austria 13:1 
Hungary—Czecho-Slovakia 6:0 
Czecho-Slovakia—Austria 4:1 
Czecho-Slovakia—Germany 4:1 
Germany—Austria 3:2,

Fencing.
Foils (team):

1. Hungary 3 wins.
2. France 2 wins.
3. Germany 1 win.

Foils (individual):
1, Fecnaux (France) 6 wins.
2, Wetzerek (Austria) 6 wins,
3, Gerevich (Hungary) 5 wins. 

Epee (team):
1. France 3 wins.
2. Germany 2 wins.
3. Hungary 1 win.

Epee (individual):
1. Pechaux (France).
2. Dunai (Hungary).
3. Monal (France).

Swords (team):
1. Hungary 3 wins.
2. Czecoslovakia 1 win.
3. Germany 1 win.

Swords (individual):
1. Rajczi (Hungary) 6 wins.
2. Gerevich (Hungary) 6 wins.
3. Berczelly (Hungary) 6 wins. 

Women’s Foils:
1. Wachter (Germany) 6 wins,
2. Barding (Dania) 5 wins.
3. Horvath (Hungary) 4 wins.

Skiff:
Rowing.

1. Westhoff (Germany).
2. Wimmer (Austria).
3. Kepel (Poland).

Non-Cox Pair-Oar:
1. Hungary.
2. Germany.
3. Ireland.

Pair-Oar with Cox:
1. Hungary (alone). 

Non-Cox Fours:
1. Germany.
2. Hungary.

Fours with Cox:
1. Hungary.
2. Germany.

Double Skiff:
1. Hungary.
2, Germany.

Eights:
1. Hungary.
2. Germany.

Tennis.
Men’s Singles:

1. Henkel (Germany).
2. Gabory (Hungary).
3. Dallos (Hungary).

Men’s Doubles:
1. Hungary (Gabory—Ferenczy).
2. Germany (Henkel—Denker).
3. Belgium (Geelhand—van Zaylen). 

Women’s Singles:
1. Weber (Germany).
2. Drtinova (Czecoslovakia).
3. Ley (England).

Mixed Doubles:
1. Germany (Henkel—Weber).
2. Hungary (Ferenczy—-Szapary).
3. Czecoslovakia (Krasny—Drtinova).

Gymnastics.
Men’s Team Tournament:

1. Hungary 509.40 p.
2. Japan 478.10 p.
3. Germany 475 p.

Men’s Individual Competition:
1. Sandrock (Germany) 113.0 p.
2. Toth (Hungary) 112.8 p.
3. Kecskemeti (Hungary) 111,9 p.

Women's Team Tournament:
1. Hungary 145.4 p.
2. Lettland 125.3 p.
3. Belgium 122.4 p.

Women’s Individual:
1. Felhos (Hungary) 49.5 p,
2. Csillik (Hungary) 49.0 p.
3. Volgyi (Hungary) 48.7 p.

Football:
1. Hungary.
2. Germany.
3. England.

Detailed Results:
Hungary—Lettland 5:2.
Hungary—England 4:1.
Hungary—Germany 2:1.
England—Germany 2:2.
England—Lettland 5:3.
Germany—Lettland 5:0.

Basket-ball.
Men's:

1. Lettland,
2. Poland.
3. Hungary.

Detailed Results:
Lettland—Poland 40:18.
Lettland—Germany 36:11.
Lettland—Hungary 45:24,
Lettland—France 57:22.
Hungary—France 36:31.
Hungary—Germany 33:14.
Poland—Hungary 40:21.
Poland—France 58:21.
Poland—Germany 22:7.
Germany—France 30:28.

Women's:
1. Poland,
2. Lettland,
3. Hungary.

Detailed Results:
Poland—Hungary 37:13,
Poland—Lettland 27:15.
Lettland—Hungary 30:26,

Rugby.
1. France.
2. Germany,

Detailed Results:
France—Germany 18:0.

The above results summed up give the following final 
results:

1. Hungary 483 p., 2, Germany 465 p., 3. England
147 p., 4. France 101 p., 5. Czecho-Slovakia 99 p., 6. Poland 
88 p., 7. Japan 87 p.

Editor-in-Chief: ELEMIiR SZUDY. Managing Editor: Dr. ERNEST FLACHBARTH. — Editorial Offices and Management: 
Zrinyi-utca 1. Budapest, V. — All articles — with the exception of those signed “y“ — have been translated by Dr. ARTHUR 
B. YOLLAND, Professor of English Literature in the University of Budapest. — Issued and printed by S&rkdny Ltd. — 

Responsible for the publication: Dr. ANDREW FALL. — Responsible for the printing : Dr. A. and J. Wessely.


