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Instead of this, we see a centralistic unity-forma
tion, the constitution of which ruins both state and 
people.

If the leading statesmen of Belgrade wish to pre
serve Yugoslavia, they must find means wherewith —

and this is possible even by maintaining the authority 
of the creator of the prevailing state- and national 
unity-conception — to create a situation including the 
probability of solving Yugoslavia’s internal political 
problems among her peoples on an equal standing.

P O L I T I C A L M O S A I C
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THE PRIME-MINISTER ON HUNGARIAN 
FOREIGN-POLICY QUESTIONS

During discussions of the 1935,36 Budget on 
June 21. in the Hungarian House of Peers, Julius 
Gombos, Prime-Minister touched questions of foreign- 
policy in his speech

Among others, he said: ,;The Danube Conference 
the source of so much expectation, is postponed. At 
present, the affair of the Danube Conference is in the 
background, probably because the self-same states 
which ought to make known their final view-points 
at the Danube Conference — as regards the question 
of equality of rights — to a certain degree refrain 
from accepting the equality of rights, because the 
present prevailing one-sided European condition, this 
one-sided, false centre of gravity in the field of 
European policy is exceedingly favourable to certain 
states — which — for this reason are not at all in
clined to alter this situation.

We have stated already, that, clearly on the 
ground of justice and truth, and true to the spirit and 
institution of the League of Nations, we demand the 
equality of rights — which we should be granted not 
only on the ground of the principle of truth and 
justice, but because we have deserved it for behaving 
correctly and fairly in every respect.

We ask for the general conscription, a maximum 
of two years of service, the same armaments as the 
Little Entente — aerial weapons included — and 
when we shall have been granted all this — I empha
size — that the peace-time military strength of Hun
gary will still be less than the that of the state of 
the Little Entente possessing the least military power, 
so that there need be no fear of danger from Hungary 
even in the case of her being endowed with equal 
rights to the degree of 100°/o. We thus come forward 
with arguments strong enough to defy any attempt at' 
refutation and which we represent with becoming 
dignity and self-esteem.

This is what interests us. It is interesting, further
more, to note what will become of the territory 
revision from a view-point of principles and also the 
fate of the minority questions. For it is first and fore
most the duty of mutilated Hungary to call the atten
tion of the world to the grievances which the Hun
garian minority continually suffers.

Thirdly, we raise the question that the formation 
of the international economic and financial situation 
is not independent of the formation of the Hungarian 
economic and financial situation. We are convinced 
that we can surmount the present prevailing economic

situation wisely and judiciously if — regarding the 
economic questions and first of all that of financial 
aid — we discuss with the international forums the 
special Hungarian desires. This belongs to the great 
question-complex which we want to make known to 
the international public.

Germany, as a powerful country of 70 million 
inhabitants, its special geographical position endow
ing it with predominance, sought to assert its rights 
in other ways. From the very moment when Germany 
declared its equality and reverted to the general con
scription, I have represented the view-point that Hun
gary may not follow Germany on this path. We 
profess the standpoint in principle that the peace 
treaty contains fixed rights for us and it is not only 
our duty to respect these as well as our obligations 
— but first of all it is the duty of those who dictated 
the peace terms.

We claim our rights on this juridical ground and 
in the consciousness of the moral superiority which 
Hungary commands in the representation of her 
claims — because we are convinced that of all the 
defeated states we were treated the most injustly at 
the signing of the peace treaties. I am convinced that 
the world acknowledges already that Hungary is 
destined to play a leading role in the basin of the 
Carpathians and in East-Europe — and admits that 
it is preposterous to discuss politics and to hunt 
international solutions in the Danube Basin with the 
exclusion of Hungary. We trust that this discrimina
tion will assert itself also in practice, if a peaceful 
settlement of the questions is earnestly sought for.”

In a later part of his speech, the Prime Minister 
spoke of the Hungarian revision claims as follows: 
"Even to-day, if I were to -form the government from 
anew, I should rate the revision as the first and most 
important Hungarian problem. It must be brought to 
the knowledge of the world that this question is not 
a private one in Hungary but it is the affair of the 
whole nation. The world must know that in the basin 
of the Carpathians there lives a nation which sacri
ficed much for the existence of Europe, for Christia
nity, for the integrity of other nations and this nation 
has suffered a terrible injustice."
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THE DEPUTATION OF THE BRITISH LEGION
AT BUDAPEST

Led by Colonel Ashwendet and Major Cohen, 
the deputation of the British Legion arrived at Buda
pest from Vienna July 11th. — to effect a closer 
intercourse with the Hungarian Front-Combatants 
Association and in order to discuss the possibilities 
of a brother-in-arms connection. The representatives 
of the English Front-Combatants, from the moment 
of their landing from the St. Stephen ship till their 
departure, were accorded the most heartfelt greetings 
by the Hungarian public, which followed them with 
numerous signs of their affection. Their first visit, 
guided by Lieutenant-General Count Takacs-Tolvay 
(president of the Hungarian Assoc.) led them to the 
Hungarian Front-Combatants Association — where the 
directorate welcomed them. At the City Hall they 
were received by Liber, the vice-mayor of Budapest, 
the Hungarian Ministry of Defence, the Knights' As
sociation and the National Association of the Dis
abled also having itself represented. After the speeches 
of several Hungarian orators, Colonel Ashwendet 
expressed his thanks for the welcome — which he 
called a moment of historic importance. "The Front- 
Combatants of every nation”, declared he, "know what

war, suffering, and death mean — and this is all the 
more reason for them to co-operate beyond the 
boundaries of their countries." Major Cohen asserted 
that the nations should settle their debates, not with 
death and destruction, but at the green table. On 
this occasion they sent a telegraph expressing their 
homage to the Prince of Wales,

Colonel Ashwendet placed a wreath of red 
poppies from Flanders at the Memorial of the Heroic 
Dead, the four corners of which were decorated with 
blazing torches. In the evening a banquet of 400 
covers was given in honour of the English guests, at 
which Sir Ramsay, English Ambassador appeared also. 
Count Takacs-Tolvay proposed the health of King 
George V., while Embassador Ramsay toasted Nicholas 
Horthy, the Regent of Hungary, The English guests 
were received by the Regent at a private audience. 
The series of celebrations were concluded by the 
lunch given by the Hungarian Front-Combatants' Pre
sidency in honour of the British Deputation, and the 
English Embassy's reception. Colonel Ashwendet and 
Major Cohen left Budapest on July 17th.

CHAOS IN RUMANIA’S DOMESTIC POLICY
AND FINANCES

The position of M. Tatarescu's government is 
severely endangered by the attacks voiced at the 
party-meeting of the National Peasant Party. In Jassi, 
before an audience of 40—50.000 people, the former 
Finance-Minister, M. Virgil Madgearu and the Pre
sident of the Peasant Party, Jon Michalache spoke 
of the mistakes and the crimes of the present liberal 
government. In Kolozsvar the Front in Defence of 
the Constitution, consisting of the parties of General 
Avarescu and M. Gheorghe Bratianu, held an extremely 
crowded meeting, demanding the strict observance of 
the constitution.

The most important political leaders kept away 
from the festivities celebrated on June 8th, the anni
versary of King Charles II return to the country. 
Among others, Gheorghe Bratianu, Junian, Maniu, 
General Avarescu and even the President of the 
Government-Party, Dinu Bratianu did not put in an 
appearance.

The government's position is rendered even more 
difficult by the divergence of opinion with regard to 
the modification of the constitution prevailing within 
the Liberal Party itself. M. Dinu Bratianu is absolutely 
opposed to any constitutional modification, while 
M. Tatarescu is positively in favour of them..

The situation in the Governmental Party has 
further deteriorated in consequence of the abuses 
committed by some younger members of the party, 
the "H" group .which have been divulged on the hand 
of the so-called "Petrol-scandal” . This affair is being 
constantly discussed in the columns of the "Univer- 
sul", a Bucarest daily: recently this organ declared 
emphatically that the country could not remain any 
longer in the hands of bandits. ("Universul” , June 
26th., 1935.) Dinu Bratianu sides with those who 
opened the attack against the members of the party 
involved in this scandalous affair, while Tatarescu 
cannot do without the support of the "H" group.

The chaos prevailing at present in Rumania's 
finances is clearly demonstrated in an article by M. 
Madgearu, published in the June 26th issue of the 
"Dreptatea” , the official organ of the Peasant Party. 
It points out, amongst others, that the financial year 
1933—34 closed with a budget-deficit of 3 milliards 
and that a further deficit of 4 milliards has been 
incurred for the year 1934—35. Together with the 
deficit of the State-Railways, amounting to 1 milliard
600.000 lei, the total deficit is of 6 milliard lei. More
over an inner loan has been contracted and a bill 
passed ordaining this sum to be employed in its total 
for the needs of the army. However 700 millions out 
of the loan have been used not for armaments but 
for the purposes of administration. The law of con
version resulted in a net profit of 4 milliards for the 
liberal banks, while Tatarescu had alleged that con
version was to serve the interests of the rural popula
tion. Madgearu puts the sum spent by the government 
in order to indemnify the banks at 15 milliard lei. 
Taxes too have been raised by the government, con- 
sumption-taxes alone showing an increase of 3 mill
iards. According to Madgearu, the government signed 
commercial treaties of doubtful value and concluded 
shameful agreements based on compensation, making 
thus the country the prey of certain individuals. He 
makes mention in his article of a financial transac
tion with foreign exchange in the value of 2 milliard 
lei, in which M. Moldovan, President of the Senate 
took a share, seeing that he is the President of the 
entreprise having effected this transaction. Madgearu 
finishes his article by saying that Germany wants 
war, Hungary the revision of the Peace-Treaty, Bul
garia the New-Dobrudsha and that, while the horizon 
is aflame in the Far-East and the manufactures of 
arms are at work throughout Europe, in Rumania the 
crisis has reached unprecedented proportions.
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JEHLICKA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SLOVAK 
NATIONAL COUNCIL REVEALS THE NEWEST INTRIGUE

OF BENES’ NEWSPAPER
After the Catholic Congress had come to an end 

in Prague at the end of June, the Ceske Slovo (a 
newspaper having close connections with Benes, Czech- 
slovak minister of foreign affairs) entertained its 
readers with the news that Francis Jehlicka, ex-uni
versity-professor, the president of the Slovak National 
Council and the leader of the Slovak emigration was 
alleged to be prohibited from taking part in a re
vision movement by the Pope under pain of ex- 
communication. Jehlicka, with regard to this article 
published by the Czechslovakian paper, in the July 
11th. number of the "Uj Nemzedek" of Budapest, 
declared that he learned of this newest trick of Benes 
with astonishment and pity. The arguments of the 
Slovak National Council are so decisively overwhelm
ing and its data so grave, that Prague does not even 
try to refute them, her only hope being to be able to 
muzzle Jehlicka, However, she ought to know that 
whatever Masaryk and Benes were allowed to do 
during the war ought also to be permissible for 
Jehlicka now. They sought to check his work by call

H O W  M I N O R
C Z E C 1I O - S L O  V A K I A

MINORITIES DEMAND EXTENSION 
OF LINGUISTIC RIGHTS 

IN PARLIAMENT
Deputies Frank, of the Sudete German (Henlein) 

Party, Szent-Ivany, of the Magyar National Party, 
and Luschka, of the German Christian Socialist Party, 
have submitted a Bill demanding that the President 
of the House of Deputies and of the Senate respecti
vely shall provide for a translation into German, 
Magyar, Ruthenian and Polish of Government propos
als and for a simultaneous distribution of the original 
text and the translations.

THE HUNGARIANS (MAGYARS) 
OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA INSIST 

ON RIGHT OF SELF- 
DETERMINATION

During the discussion of the programme of the 
third Malypetr Government in the new Czecho-Slovak 
House of Deputies, on June 19th. Geza Sziillo, Pre
sident of the parliamentary club of the Hungarian 
(Magyar) Parties, opened the debate and established 
the fact that the expose of Government "contained 
neither new conceptions nor any signs of foresight, 
and in particular fails to stress the most important 
moment of all — which has to be taken into account 
— , that this Republic is not a national, but a national
ity, State".

"Should the Czecho-Slovak Government" — con
tinued Deputy Sziillo — "desire to maintain this

ing the attention of the Holy See to it, for the Vatican 
had acknowledged the Czechslovakian State and its 
borders, how dared this simple priest Jehlicka struggle 
against this state and its boundaries? The fact that 
the Vatican, after a period of 17 years, finally decided 
to take notice of the changed political conditions 
and to divide its Church-States according to the 
altered boundaries of Hungary and Czechoslovakia in 
the new modus vivendi-caused the Czechoslovakian 
press to proclaim victoriously: Lo, even the Vatican 
acknowledges our boundaries to be definitely valid 
and unalterable. She strengthens Trianon! But the 
fact that the Vatican acknowledges a state does not 
mean value-judgement, the approval of the state, in 
a word, it is not equivalent to moral appreciation. 
It is but the acknowledgement of a mere fact. Hun
gary, too, acknowledged Czechslovakia and yet the 
whole Hungarian nation demands revision. Poland 
acknowledged her also and yet demands the district 
of Teschen.

I T I E S L I V E
Republic as a strong State, it must not follow that 
policy in relation to the nationalities which — so 
the Government tells us — was followed by the for
mer Monarchy, the consequences of which we have 
seen. , .  This State was brought into being by the 
treaties of peace which followed the Great War; how
ever this State was established, the fact is that 
we belong to other nationalities. So I would 
establish the fact that we who belong to those other 
nationalities would ask whether it was desired to 
secure us also as Members of this State, or whether 
it was only a question of coveting the territories in 
which we live? For the answer to that question will 
tell us also in what manner the Government proposes 
to keep the solemn promise made in respect of the 
non-Czech nationalities. And in my capacity as 
Deputy I must establish the fact that the rights 
guaranteed us in the peace treaties and in the mino
rity treaty exist on paper, but not in reality. It is 
my duty as Deputy to proclaim that, to my mind, the 
whole cultural programme of the Government is nothing 
more or less than an attempt to prevent both Magyars 
and Slovaks from fostering their own cultures out
side the elementary schools."

Deputy Sziillo then submitted a declaration con
taining — among other things —•' the following state
ments: —

"We still insist on demanding the right of natio
nal self-determination. Herewith too we desire to 
show that we cannot conceive the possibility of our 
people obtaining a sound position among the nations 
of the Republic except on the basis of a national 
equality regarded seriously and guaranteed institu
tionally, of Christian morals and of democracy."

A declaration of a similar tenor was submitted 
to the Senate by the Hungarian Senator Joseph 
Torkoly,


